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By Bonni Pulte

When Bob English was asked to serve 
the parish as Head Usher in June of 
2021, he felt the call of the Holy Spirit. 
He said, “When the Lord calls, you 
answer.” It made sense to him to take 
on this role as he was heavily involved 
with the Security Team. Many of the new 
security systems and procedures would 
affect how the Ushers do their job. It 
seemed like a natural pairing to Bob.

Bob and his wife Tari have been 
members of St. Gerald for over 25 
years and were married at the 
Lakeview Chapel. Bob works at Adams, 
Inc. as an Executive Search Consultant 
for the banking industry. They have 
two grown boys; the oldest works for 
Valmont in Valley as the Operations 
Manager and the youngest is a 24/7 
caretaker for Bob’s wheelchair-bound
mother-in-law.

Bob is an officer in the Knights of 
Columbus (Deputy Grand Knight as of 
July 2022), a member of the 4th Degree 
Assembly for the Knights, a lector, a 
member of the Alpha Leadership Team, 
a member of the Liturgy Committee, 
and a participant in a Nazareth group 
with his wife, Tari.

Bob’s faith guides him in everything he 
does. He prays every day for guidance 
from the Holy Spirit to make the right 
decision and to take the right actions for 
himself and those around him. He knows 
that it is in God’s hands and that He will 
make it right. He feels blessed that he 
has a great group of people in the usher 
ministry, a very knowledgeable group of 
people involved in the security efforts, 
and a very supportive parish staff.

He remembers a time when churches 
were well attended, available for prayer, 
and the doors were never locked. There 
was complete and unquestionable 
respect for places of worship, but 
things have changed. Over the past 

Keeping St. Gerald’s Safe

few decades, church attendance has 
dropped significantly, and churches 
have been under attack; attacks 
from criminals who want to steal or 
vandalize and worse as we have seen 
happen all over the country. Catholics 
and Christians are experiencing 
persecution from non-believers, pro-
choice protesters as well as other 
groups and individuals. The church 
has to be more diligent to ensure the 
safety of our clergy, parishioners, and 
parish property. 

The Security Team was formed over 2 
years ago and is led by Deacon Lonnie 
Dinneen, with the #2 person in charge 
Fred Puetz. Bob and John Riesburg 
are the Executive Team members 
overseeing most of the processes and 
systems. The other members of the 
security team are: Bill German, Dave 
Ullery, Terry Fletcher, Tim Greger, Tom 
Hegarty, Walt Grantski, Ron Goodrich, 
Linda Kahn, Ron Keiser, and John 
Hannigan.

To fund a new security system, a grant 
request was written and submitted 
in April 2021 to Homeland Security/
FEMA under the Nonprofit Security 
Grant Program (NSGP) and a grant for
$96,000 was approved in September 
2021. Phase I of the security system 
upgrades are almost complete for 
the 96th and Q Street campus. These 
include 18 high-def cameras in and 
around the building and parking lots 

that allow the team to monitor the 
building and property 24/7. In addition 
to providing quality video to law 
enforcement if needed.

Security film has been installed on 
all the windows around the building 
to keep vandals from breaking in. A 
new card system with magnetic locks 
on all the external doors is being 
implemented to allow ministry-specific 
access to each cardholder along with 
a log of who has entered the building 
during lockdown times. Twenty-four 
hour access will be given to the Chapel 
area for all of those wishing to visit for 
prayer and Adoration (no more codes 
to gain entry).

The security team will also have 
the ability to automatically lock the 
external doors after Mass begins to 
prevent protesters or active shooters 
from entering the building. Overall, 
it will provide for a much safer 
environment where parishioners can 
worship in peace without worrying 
about their safety. The church will also 
have an alarm system with motion 
sensors that will be activated at night 
to help prevent break-ins.

Bob says that it has been challenging 
to implement these systems/
procedures and still provide a 
welcoming environment to our 
parishioners. It is extremely important 
that any of these measures don’t 
discourage prayer and worship. The 
security team’s goal is to keep the 
Church family safe.

Bob feels that by participating in these 
different activities and ministries, he 
has grown so much closer to the Lord 
and has gained a large parish family 
that he thanks God for every day. It 
has absolutely changed his life for 
the better and filled in some pretty 
big pieces that he never knew he was 
missing.

Tari and Bob English



St. Gerald Catholic Church    =    SpiritLink    =    July 20222

“Whoever eats the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drinks His 
blood has eternal life and I 
will raise him on the last day. 
For he who eats My flesh and 
drinks My blood has eternal 
life and I will raise him on the 
last day. For My flesh is true 
food and My blood is true 
drink.” (John 6:54-55)

In hearing these words from Jesus, many of Jesus’ disciples 
said, “this saying is hard; who can accept it” (John 6: 60) 
and they no longer followed him. Jesus then turned to 
the Twelve and said, “Do you also want to leave?” Peter 
then replied, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. We have come to believe and are 
convinced that you are the Holy One of God” (John 68-69).

The question is: Do you “believe” and are you 
“convinced” that the consecrated bread and wine of the 
Holy Eucharist are actually, really, truly and substantially 
(i.e., “transubstantiation”) the Body, Blood, Soul, and 
Divinity of Jesus Christ Himself? And that this consecrated 
bread and wine are not merely symbolic, metaphorical, or 
just spiritual, but they are truly, as Jesus Himself declares, 
“true” food and “true” drink? The reason many of His 
disciples left Him that day was because they knew Jesus 
meant what He said, and that He was not speaking merely 
symbolically or metaphorically. Otherwise, these disciples 
would not had found His teaching so hard to accept.

At the reception of Holy Communion we hear the words, 
“The Body of Christ” or “The Blood of Christ” and our 
response is “Amen”. “Amen” is a Hebrew word which 
means “so be it” or “I believe”. In other words, I believe 
that although what appears to my natural senses merely 
bread and wine are actually and really and truly and 
substantially the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of 
Jesus Christ. In addition, I am also saying I believe and 
accept that all the Catholic Church teaches regarding 
faith and morals are true because they were given to us 
by Christ Himself and are therefore worthy of my trust and 
my assent. But do you? A recent and shocking study by 

Holy Eucharist: The Real Presence

the Pew Research Center found that 39% of “observant 
Catholics” (those that attend Mass every week, if not more) 
do not believe that Christ is truly and really present under 
the Eucharistic species of bread and wine. In other words, 
they believe the consecrated bread and wine at Mass are 
merely symbols.

This teaching of the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist 
is the most important and central teaching of our Catholic 
Faith. It is a teaching that we, as Catholics, have embraced 
since the day Christ instituted the Holy Eucharist on Holy 
Thursday night. It is from this most Holy Sacrament that 
all the other sacraments are derived. As the Catholic 
Catechism teaches, “It [the Eucharist] is the source and 
summit of the Christian life” (CCC 1324). If the consecrated 
bread and wine are just symbols, then we are genuflecting 
and bowing to merely created things rather than to the 
Creator, and therefore guilty of worshipping idols (idolatry).

If you are one of those Catholics who is a “non-believer” in 
the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist or is struggling 
to accept this “hard” teaching of Christ, I would strongly 
suggest you meditate on the Gospel of John, Chapter 6 in 
its entirety, but especially verses 51-71. Also refer to the 
words of St. Paul in 1 Cor. 11: 27-32. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
help you in your unbelief. Or as the man in Mark 9:24 said, 
“I do believe, help my unbelief”.

www.StGerald.org
Visit our website for news, homilies, Mass times and more.
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Ushering in with a Smile
By Eric Olson

Adorned in her burgundy usher’s jacket, 
Karen Mohrbutter is a familiar sight to 
St. Gerald parishioners who attend the 
10 o’clock Mass on Sundays.

Karen has been a fixture in the usher 
ranks for almost a decade, and she 
plans to remain one well into the future.

Karen and her family have been 
members of the parish for nearly 30 
years. She taught CCD for 12 years 
and was a greeter before she started 
ushering about 10 years ago.

“I wanted to do something to help the 
church,” she said, “so I volunteered to 
be a greeter, and then I noticed they 
needed help with ushering, so I did 
that. I loved it.”

There are typically 3 to 5 ushers at each 
Mass. Their main duties are to assist 
attendees in finding seats, overseeing 
the passing of baskets during the 
collection of gifts and keeping the 
Communion lines moving in an orderly 
fashion. 

Karen has befriended many parishioners 
through ushering, and she always has 
made it a priority to make sure people 
with special needs receive the Holy 
Eucharist.

“I’ve been able to meet a lot of people, 
especially the elderly,” she said. “It 
comes easy to me. I guess helping 
people has always come easily for me.”

Karen and her husband, Doug, have 
been married 36 years. They have two 
adult sons, Jacob and Jeffery, both of 
whom were altar servers.

Karen, the youngest of eight children, 
was born in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, 
and lived there until her family moved 
to Glenwood, Iowa, when she was in 
sixth grade. Her father, Charles, was 
a longtime member of the Knights 
of Columbus. When she attended 
Northwest Missouri State University, 
she took the Holy Eucharist to the 
homebound in Maryville.

The Mohrbutters moved to Omaha 
shortly after they got married, and 
Karen has been teaching reading and 
special education at McMillian Middle 
School for 26 years.

Karen has served as a tutor for friends 
and family and even took taekwondo 
lessons with one of her sons so she 
could assist a friend’s child who was 
struggling to learn the martial art.

“I love to teach,” she said.

Karen also is quick to offer support 
to those who need it. She said she 
befriended an older woman who has 
encountered challenges in her life, and 
they get together on weekends to talk 
and take walks.

Ushers traditionally have been 
scheduled on a rotation that has them 
on duty every second or third Sunday. 
Karen for years has volunteered to 
usher every week, which has been a 
great help at a time there is a shortage 
of ushers. 

Part of why she ushers every week is so 
parishioners with whom she has grown 
close are able to see a familiar face.

“I made friends with the elderly and 
they look for me,” she said, “and I want 
to make sure they’re taken care of.”

Karen Mohrbutter

If you are interested in joining the usher team contact the parish business office at (402) 331-1955.
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Photographs from Regeneration Activities
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The inspiration for Regeneration in early 
2021 was the view from the Choir space 
at St. Gerald during the noon Mass. Joe 
Buck and Michael Koenig looked out into 
the congregation and realized that there 
was a significant number of young adults 
in the pews whom they didn’t know. 
They prayed about it and recognized an 
opportunity to invite their peers to form 
a community. They hosted several come-
and-see events and a group of about 20 
young adults was formed. It seems that 
Joe and Michael weren’t the only ones 
looking for community and fellowship. 

The name Regeneration was created by 
Joe and Michael in the very beginning. 
They wanted a name to reflect that the 
young adult community was starting 
anew. That we are here and now; we are 
going to grow into a community striving 
towards God together. The group now 
has a mission statement to back up who 
they are and their purpose: “We are 
Catholic young adults striving to provide 
a culture for authentic friendship through 
Christ-centered conversations.”   

When it comes to attendance, group 
numbers fluctuate. Sometimes there are 
as few as five people and other times as 
many as 35. They regularly see new faces 
at events and have a consistent group 
of 5 or 6 young adults who pretty much 
come to everything. Currently, there 
are more active women than men in the 
group, and most of the members are in 
their 20s, but anyone between the ages 
of 18-35 is welcome. 

In the month of April Regeneration had 
a young adult holy hour in the chapel at 
96th and Q. Joe led the music, playing 
his guitar, and all joined in for some 
praise and worship. That was an intimate 
group of five people. The month before, 
in March, they hosted a “Minute to Win 
it” event on St. Joseph’s feast day. They 
had groups of 3 and did a relay race 
through different challenges. That event 

had a turnout of about 20 people. By the time this article goes to print the 
group will have hosted a May bonfire and a June trip to Holy Family Shrine. The 
goal of Regeneration is to give the young adults of St. Gerald a chance to meet 
one another, to grow in community, and to feel at home within the parish. They 
host at least one event a month and strive to encourage others to host their 
own events and welcome the Regeneration community to join them. 

To find out about future Regeneration events contact Joe Buck 402-637-5337 
or Rachel Wiechelman 360-580-3890. They also have a Facebook page called 
“Regeneration Young Adults at St. Gerald” where they post events that are 
happening in St.Gerald Parish as well as other opportunities for young adults to 
get involved around the Archdiocese. 

Michael Koenig is embarking on a new adventure in his life. He is moving to 
Lafayette, Louisiana to be a missionary. Rachel says, “We are all so excited for 
him, and we pray that he brings the people of Lafayette closer to Jesus.”

Regeneration, a Christian 
Community of Young Adults
By Joan Squire and Rachel Wiechelman

Kayla Brion, Tanner Walker, Megan Seamann, Rachel Wiechelman  

“Young adults who came at 11:00pm on Holy Thursday to help put away 
the items used at the Altar of Repose. After a long day of preparing for 

the Tridiuum they were a blessing,” quoted Pat Seier.

We’d love your input! Submit your photographs and story ideas 
for the newsletter to stgeraldspiritlink@gmail.com
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Communion, Confirmation and Crowning

The 26th Annual Fr. Foster Memorial Golf Tournament was held May 1st at Tara Hills Golf Course. 
The Tournament is a collaboration between St. Gerald’s Men’s Club and Knights of Columbus, 

and is a benefit for the St. Gerald Fr. Foster Endowment Fund.

Derek DelaBarre and Bekki Koenig,  
Amy Tegals and Anton Yost

Roger and Gwen Lofgren, 
Jane and Joe Sather

Sandy Fletcher, Ray Fletcher, 
Rita and Sherm Adkins
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St Gerald’s Catholic School PreK Class of 2022

2022 Rotary Honoree Leah Kinney 
with Pria and Mike Kinney

4th Degree Knights of Columbus: Mark Gerow, Ron Morss, Ted Bissen, Lou 
D’Ercole, Terry Fletcher, Phil Tamisiea, Larry Schmitz, Gary Hunt

Last Day of School for the 8th Grade St Gerald’s Catholic School Class of 2022

2022 Rotary Honoree Marcella Balus 
with Matt and Allison Balus
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Our Vision:   Encountering Jesus  ·  Making Disciples  ·  Transforming Lives

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement: Led by the Holy Spirit, we are a Catholic community of faith 
whose primary purpose is to know Jesus, to love Him, and to serve Him in serving others. Sent to 

make disciples, we invite and welcome everyone to come and share our Master’s joy.

Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday:  5:00pm
Sunday:  8:00am, 10:00 am, 12:00pm
Daily:  12:15pm (M-F), Rosary at 11:45am
Holy Days:  check the bulletin and online 

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview 
Sunday:  7:00am
Daily:  6:45am (M, T, Th, F), Rosary at 6:15am
Saturday:  8:15am, Rosary at 7:45am
Holy Days:  check the bulletin and online

ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview 
M, T, Th, F:  6:30-6:45am 
Saturday:  8:00-8:15am

Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday:  3:00-4:30pm 
Monday-Friday:  12:00-12:15pm 

MASS TIMES

RECONCILIATION TIMES

www.StGerald.org www.StGerald.org

LIVE STREAM IS AVAILABLE DURING THE SATURDAY 5:00PM AND SUNDAY 10:00AM MASSES




