
Joe Buck worries about people of 
his generation falling away from their 
Christian faith, and he’s doing his part 
to try to bring them back.

The 23-year-old lifelong St. Gerald 
parishioner is going about it in a way 
many might consider unconventional. 
He leads Alpha courses at the 
Thunderhead Brewing Taproom in 
west Omaha. That’s right, a bar.

“What it comes down to is young adults 
who have been away from the church 
and might still have faith aren’t ready 
to walk back into a church,” Joe said, 
“but they’re more than ready to walk 
into a brewery. And that’s where I want 
to meet people, because that’s where 
I’m most comfortable. Expecting people 
to come to your (faith) level doesn’t 
work. You have to go to their level 
and walk with them.”

Alpha began in the Anglican Church 
in England in 1990 and is now used 
across denominations to introduce the 
basics of Christian faith. Attendees 
enjoy a meal, watch a video addressing 
an aspect of the faith and then break 
into discussion groups where they 
can share opinions and thoughts in a 
non-threatening environment. A course 
typically runs once a week for 11 weeks.

Joe’s mom and dad, D’Lynn and Dan 
Buck, were among the leaders of 
St. Gerald’s Alpha pilot program a 
couple of years ago, and Joe worked 
as their helper. He said he and his 
father discussed holding Alpha 
courses together at the Thunderhead. 
Amazingly, they came to find out 
former St. Gerald parishioner Jodi 
Meyer had the same idea.

Jodi, now at Mary Our Queen and the 
Alpha network director for Nebraska, 
led the first Alpha course at the 
Thunderhead last year. Joe assisted her 
and took the reins for courses last winter 
and spring. About 25 people – Catholic 
and non-Catholic, ages 19 to 35 – 
participated in the most recent Alpha. 
The next course begins in late March. 
Joe said people hear about Alpha 
mostly by word of mouth, but he hopes 
to speak at parishes around Omaha in 
coming months to recruit prospective 
attendees.

“It is so encouraging to see someone 
Joe’s age have such a heart for sharing 
faith with others,” Jodi said. “It has 
been a blessing to see him put his gifts 
to use at the taproom Alpha, serving 
as the M.C., praying with people, and 
leading worship music on retreats. I 
also appreciate his persistence and 
his understanding that the process of 
reaching others for Christ isn’t a ‘one-
and-done’ event. Instead of helping 
with Alpha once and moving on, he is 
continually working to make the next 
session better so that it reaches more 
people.  It’s great to watch him grow 
as a leader through this process.”

Jodi said the taproom Alpha has been 
successful not just because of Joe’s 
hard work but also because of nearly 
a dozen others who keep things 
going week to week.

Joe said the Thunderhead owners, 
who aren’t Catholic, have been very 
accommodating. A large room adjacent 
to the main bar area is provided at no 
cost for the Monday evening meetings. 
Meals, homemade by Joe’s leadership 
team or catered in from a restaurant, 
are brought in, and many participants 
sample the establishment’s craft beers. 
Everything is free, except the beer. 

Joe Buck, A Man With a Mission
By Eric Olson

What’s been the response of older 
people when they hear about Alpha 
meetings in a taproom?

“I think it probably is a little bit of a 
surprise, an eyebrow raiser,” Joe said. 
“If people do ask about it and hear 
what it’s about, it goes from eyebrow 
raising to ‘Wow, cool.’ Every time I talk 
about it, people are like, ‘Man that’s 
such a great thing.’ ”

Joe attended St. Gerald Elementary 
School and Gross High School and was 
very active in the parish youth group. He 
now serves as an Extraordinary Minister 
of Holy Communion, plays guitar at 
noon Masses and is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus. He also is among 
about 30 St. Gerald parishioners who 
are going through Omaha Archdiocese 
formation as faith mentors.

Joe said it breaks his heart when he sees 
that his friends and acquaintances don’t 
attend Mass or have otherwise fallen 
away from their faith. Leading Alpha 
courses, he said, is a calling. “I always 
tell people, ‘I wish my friends knew how 
good I have it with my relationship with 
God, because they would be jealous,’ ” 
he said.

Joe Buck at the Thunderhead 
Brewing Taproom
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We Are One Body in Christ
The vision for our 
parish: Encountering 
Jesus - Making Disciples 
-Transforming Lives 
reflects the vision of the 
Archdiocese, all under the 
heading, One Church. This 
vision brings into focus the 
role of our community and 
each one of us, individually, 
as members of the Body of 

Christ to grow in our own relationship with Jesus and 
mature as disciples, to live in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and to proclaim God’s saving love and mercy 
to those who do not know him.

Beginning this new liturgical year that started with 
Advent, we are shifting all Sacraments of Initiation 
(Baptism, 1st Holy Communion and Confirmation) 
to be held within in the regular weekend Masses 
so that the whole parish community can welcome 
and encourage those children and families who 
are receiving these sacraments. These sacraments 
were never meant to be private ceremonies, but a 
celebration with the whole community!

Each family is called the Domestic Church. Within 
the context of family, each person is brought up in 
this church at home, the family. But as in any family, 
support is needed, it takes a village to raise a child. 
We don’t want to lose this notion and want to be 
aware of each other as members of the Body of 
Christ.  We want to welcome into our full community 
and embrace our children into the fullness of what it 
means to be a part of a family of faith and share in 
our Master’s joy. 

Together we support our parents that the faith they bring to 
their children is held in the hearts of all parishioners. As this 
family of faith we can reflect, each one of us, on what we can do 
to encourage faith in these children. Perhaps commit to regular 
prayer, specifically for children preparing for each of these 
sacraments. Share your faith journey with parents who are new to 
being the primary educators of their children. A family preparing 
their infant for baptism might appreciate a meal or a card. There 
are lots of things we can do to support and love each other. 

For the liturgical year that began Sunday, December 1st:  

• Baptisms will be available to be held during all Sunday Masses 
at 96th and Q. Call Connie in the parish office to set this up. 

• 1st Holy Communion is April 24-25, 2019 at all the Masses at 
96th and Q. 

• Confirmation is April 18, 5pm or April 19, 12pm. Archbishop 
Lucas will be presiding at St. Gerald for all Masses that 
weekend, with Confirmation just at the 2 Masses.  

• 1st Holy Communion and Confirmation are scheduled through 
our Faith Formation program. 

With this ever growing sense of community, we will now begin 
each Mass with a moment of greeting and meeting those seated 
near you at Mass. We also have a flyer in the Breaking Bread 
hymnals regarding our love and acceptance of all parishioners, 
even the youngest ones.

Blessing in Christ,
Fr. Mark Nolte, Pastor

Christy Keenan, School Principal
Deb True, Director of Faith Formation

The Servant Leadership Team

Fr. Mark and Fr. Michael are pictured in the kitchen of the 
new parish rectory at 7858 Tilford Cr. The former rectory on 

Lakeview St has been sold. The Tilford home was 
completely remodeled with both professional contractors 
and over 50 volunteers working more than 2,160 hours. 

Both feel blessed to live in such a lovely ‘new’ home.

www.StGerald.org - Visit our website for news, homilies, Mass times and more. 
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The St. Gerald vision of ‘Encountering Jesus” is shared with 
our hospitalized and homebound by a dedicated group of 
parishioners. They help the ill of our parish encounter Jesus 
through prayer, scripture and the Holy Eucharist. 

Those hospitalized are visited by Hospital Ministers 
Patti Neuberger, Deb Bennett, Kay Goodro, and Jeanie 
Ostergaard. These ministers visit patients in their hospital 
room. They offer them a rosary and offer to pray with them. 
They gently question the patient to learn about their spiritual 
needs, verify if they are active in their faith or have been 
away from the church. If the individual would like a visit from 
our priests the name is  passed on to our parish office. 

The Hospital Ministers take turns making hospital visits on 
Mondays and Thursdays. Patti emphasizes that hospital 
ministry work is not for everyone. A Hospital Minister requires 
a certain kind of tact and empathy and if the minister 
experiences the death or multiple deaths of those they have 
visited it may be difficult for them. Patti shares that she has 
recognized the need for the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick and been blessed to see a patient reconciled with 
God before they die. 

Patti stresses how important it is for the ill individual or 
their family to contact the parish office when someone is 
hospitalized. Due to privacy rules, Methodist is the only 
hospital that calls the office with the names of patients who 
are from St. Gerald. The hospital ministry team learns about 
others only when an individual specifically calls the office. 

Parishioners who are homebound may request that 
Communion be brought to them at home. Again, call the 
parish office. Eucharistic Ministers are sent out after the 
8am Sunday Mass. Homebound ministers share the Sunday 
Scripture reading and bring the Holy Eucharist. Normally 
five Eucharistic Ministers go out each Sunday. One takes 
Communion to Fountain View. There, a Communion service 

is held and communion is also brought to the memory unit 
and to individuals not able to leave their rooms. The other 
four Eucharistic ministers split up a list of about 15 names 
and bring Communion to their homes. Vici Hegarty, the 
homebound scheduler, says some of the ministers take 
Communion to the same individuals each week. Other 
ministers and parishioners are matched by location and 
the needs of late morning people are honored. As an 
extension of the homebound ministry, during the week 
several Eucharistic Ministers may take communion to a few 
individuals who have requested it.

Parishioners who are seriously ill may receive a Prayer Quilt. 
The hospital Ministry volunteers determine who may benefit 
from a Prayer Quilt. Patti says that often the seriously ill may 
have difficulty praying. When she delivers a prayer quilt she 
tells them that when they feel they need a prayer, they can 
just touch the quilt and that is like praying. The prayer quilts 
are a group effort. The St. Gerald quilting group makes 
the quilt tops, Patti Neuberger finishes the back and edges 
and attaches a prayer label embroidered by Jolene Buck. 
The label has the message, “You are ‘Covered in Prayer’  
with blessings from your St. Gerald family of faith. God will 
command angels to guard and protect you. Ps. 91:11.” As 
each volunteer does her part in creating the prayer quilt they 
offer up their labor for the sake of the person who will receive 
it. One of our priests blesses the quilts asking God’s grace 
on those who receive them. The names of the prayer quilt 
recipients are added to the intention booklet at the chapel 
where our adorers pray for them during their Holy Hours. 

Our Hospital and Homebound Ministers truly enable the ill to 
“Encounter Jesus” and “Transform” their own lives as well as  
the lives of the ill of St. Gerald Parish.

This story is dedicated to Betty Ryba, a faithful Minister of Holy 
Communion, serving at Sunday Masses and to the homebound; 
and also as part of the hospital ministry. May she rest in peace.

Patti Neuberger with a Prayer Quilt

EMHC are shown being sent out from Sunday Mass. 
Back Row, Laurita Krejci and Dave Fowler, 

front row, Bekki Koenig, Anna Spargo and Kay Goodro. 

By Joan Squire
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8th Grade Confirmation candidates presented a Wax Museum 
of saints on the weekend of Nov 3/4. The students learned 
about the life of a saint and dressed to represent the saint. 

After Sunday Mass parishioners viewed the museum and gave 
donations to the saint of their choice. 

The 7th Grade Confirmation candidates 
participated in a day of retreat on 

Nov 16. As seen in this photo it was 
both a prayerful and fun day. 

St. Gerald Catholic school celebrates an 
annual Veterans Day Mass. 

Pictured after the Mass are Keith 
Waldron (Army) with his grandsons 
Elliot, Leo and Andrew Tselentis.

Fr. Michael is pictured on Nov 11th blessing the over 1200 hats sewn, 
knitted or crocheted by St. Gerald’s Knitting and Crocheting group and 
Quilting and Sewing group. 1,000+ hats have already been given away!

Celebrating 60 years of St. Gerald Pride. THANK YOU to all of our 
parish community for making the 12th Annual Walk of Pride a success.
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Alumni Corner: A recent Gross vs Mercy 
volleyball game featured a strong showing 
of former St. Gerald students. Pictured are 
seniors Zoie Malesker (Mercy), Sam Koch 
(Gross), Kenzie Horihan (Gross), Madeline 

Thompson (Gross), Mia Shepoka (Mercy), Julia 
Miller (Gross). Also on the court that day were 

Abbey Micek, Natalia Madej and Meghan 
Gallagher playing as under classmen for Mercy 
Varsity and Emily Thompson for Gross Varsity. 
A total of 10 girls from St. Gerald School were 

playing on those two Varsity teams. 

This year the Men’s Club hosted 
the 2nd annual trunk or treat 

in the school parking lot. 
New this year was a 

“haunted garden” coordinated 
by the middle school.

Pictured in front of his trunk 
is Dan Mow and friend. 

Shown in the garden are left 
to right: Kate Dworak, 

Kennedy Prchal, Charlie Wichita 
and Reagan Hickey. 

Front row is Elliot Tselentis.

Michelle Olsen won the Husker 
quilt at the annual Harvest 

Sale. The Knitting and Sewing 
groups had a fundraiser to pay 

for the new furniture in the 
parish Family Room/Library.

Hope Connecting 
Hearts Nigeria sent 
a thank you to the 

Quilting and Sewing 
group for ‘pillow case 

dresses’ that they 
received. The sewing 
group has completed 

and shared 1,426 
dresses since 2011 
to Ethiopia, Burkina 
Faso, Nigeria (with 

Fr. Kizito) and South 
Sudan (with Dr. James 
Dumba).  Judy Haug 

coordinates the effort.

Fr Michael blesses the pancakes made 
by Boy Scout Troop 377 in October.

Ardent Bingo players are shown at the Knights of 
Columbus Council 9518 annual Bingo on November 24. 

The funds raised go toward Catholic high school 
and seminarian scholarships.

Want to receive electronic newsletters from St Gerald? 
Some parish news and reminders are being sent out 

by text message. Email the office@stgerald.org 
with your email address or cell phone number.
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On August 29 and September 3, all parishioners were invited to participate in 
listening sessions; Father Mark and Father Michael listened to what parishioners 
had to share about St. Gerald Parish. Those in attendance were asked to provide 
feedback regarding the following topics:

• What are we doing well as a parish that helps you grow in your faith and 
relationship with the Lord? 

• When you think about the parish, what 1 or 2 areas of focus (Worship, 
Evangelization, Discipleship, Fellowship/Community, or Ministry) would you 
recommend for the next few years? 

• What would you like to see accomplished within the next 2 years for more 
effective ministry and pastoral care throughout the parish so that you can 
answer the Lord’s call to “Go and make disciples”?

Attendees were also invited to provide feedback on any other questions, issues, 
or areas of concern that they might have. 

Parishioners opened their hearts and shared thoughts through written forms and 
group sharing. The Pastoral Council compiled and analyzed responses and shared 
the results at a meeting on November 14. This session also provided an opportunity 
for the Pastoral Council and the Finance Committee to address certain shared 
concerns our parishioners had with regard to parish finances and communication.

We encourage all parishioners who were unable to attend the sessions to view 
video replays at www.stgerald.org/planning. The ideas, concerns and praise that 
emerged from the listening sessions will be used to discern and develop a pastoral 
plan. Thank you to all parishioners who participated in the listening sessions.

Parish Listening Sessions

I had a dream, Joseph. I don’t understand it, not really, 
but I think it was about a birthday celebration for our 
Son. I think that was what it was all about. The people 
had been preparing for it for about six weeks. They had 
decorated the house and bought new clothes. They’d 
gone shopping many times and bought elaborate gifts. 
It was peculiar, though, because the presents weren’t 
for our Son. They wrapped them in beautiful paper and 
tied them with lovely bows and stacked them under a 
tree. Yes, a tree, Joseph, right in their house. They’d 
decorated that tree also. The branches were full of 
glowing balls and sparkling ornaments. There was a 
figure on the top of the tree. It looked like an angel might 
look. Oh, it was beautiful. Everyone was laughing and 
happy. They were all excited about the gifts. They gave 
the gifts to each other, Joseph, not to our Son. I don’t 
think they even knew Him. They never mentioned His 
name. Doesn’t it seem odd for people to go to all the 
trouble to celebrate someone’s birthday if they don’t 
know Him. I had the strangest feeling that if our Son had 
gone to this celebration He would have been intruding. 
Everything was so beautiful, Joseph, and everyone was so 
gay, but it made we want to cry. How sad for Jesus – not 
to be wanted at His own birthday party. I’m glad it was 
only a dream. How terrible, Joseph, if it had been real.

Donna Nicola Caniglia is very passionate 
about attending St. Gerald when it 

first opened in 1959-1960 and being a 
member of the first graduating class in 
1960. In a photo taken at the St. Gerald 

School 60th Anniversary celebration 
in August Donna is pictured with 
Archbishop George Lucas, and 

our pastors Fr. Michael Voithofer 
and Fr. Mark Nolte.

Monday Nov 4th St. Gerald held its 
Memorial Mass for those parishioners 
who died during the past year. Audrey 

Miller is shown lighting a candle in 
honor of her husband Eugene.

MARY’S DREAM
– Author Unknown –

By Jen Tselentis
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When Carol Dillon visited her grandmother many years ago, 
she would observe her making wire rosaries while she watched 
soap operas (except during Lent). Carol knew how to make cord 
rosaries, after her grandmother died, she resolved to make more. 

After experiencing a heart attack in 2013, the thought kept 
occurring to her that she should teach others to make rosaries. 
She decided to put a note in the bulletin, and five people came 
to the first meeting, ten to the second one. For the first couple of 
years, with the help of Barb Hauptman, they were able to buy the 
needed supplies. Through prayers to the Blessed Mother, they 
received donations, mostly from the rosary makers. They currently 
receive a generous donation each month from a parishioner who 
has a great devotion to Our Lady. 

The ministry has grown to almost 50 members who have made 
over 45,000 rosaries in five years. The members tell Carol: “I 
love making rosaries” and “I have such joy and peace when I am 
making rosaries.” One of the members goes out with St. Paul 
Street Evangelization and told Carol about an elderly man whom 
she met. She offered him a rosary and he broke down in tears. He 
said; “I have been away from the Church for 30 years.” She gave 
him the information that he needed to connect with a local parish. 
Another woman shared with Carol that she picked up a rosary 
from the Chapel at St. Gerald and credits that rosary, in part, with 
her return to the sacraments after being away for a long time. 

The rosary makers are a big family that prays for each other. 
Unlike other groups, members make their rosaries at home and 
have no deadlines or quotas. One member related that years ago 
she was a very active member of St. Gerald’s but was unable to 
do much anymore. Belonging to the rosary makers makes her  
feel useful and connected. 

Carol also has a heart for praying for our priests through 
consecration to the Blessed Mother. During a visit to Texas in 
2011 she attended a Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle. After 
returning to Nebraska, she found that St. Gerald had a cenacle 
group. The leader was moving out of state for health reasons  
and had considered disbanding the group. Carol answered  
God’s call and took over leading the group because she  
believed it was important to keep it going.

Pope Benedict XVI proclaimed  a “Year for Priests” in 2009. In a 
homily, he asked for many prayers for priests and for an increase 
of vocations to the priesthood, reminding his audience that “the 
priest is a man totally belonging to the Lord, because it is God 
himself who calls him and who establishes him in his apostolic 
service. And precisely being totally of God, he is totally of 
mankind, for all people.”

The Marian Movement of Priests Cenacles are groups of priests 
and/or lay people who want to dedicate themselves to Our 
Lady and fulfill her wishes during these troubling times. Father 

Gobbi, a humble Italian priest, received locutions from the 
Blessed Mother for 25 years and compiled them into a book, 
affectionately called “the Blue Book”. This is the guide that 
the group uses to pray for the pope and our priests. They 
reflect on a reading from the Blue Book and consecrate 
themselves to Our Lady. The cenacle lasts 15 to 30 minutes 
and may include a rosary.

In spite of reading the Blue Book several times, Carol is still 
surprised by Our Lady’s prophecies about the future (now 
happening). The cenacle is a source of comfort to her and 
reminds her that she is not alone and that others are trying 
to fulfill our Lady’s requests to pray much and do penance/
make sacrifices so Mary can help the Holy Father and priests. 
It reminds Carol that no matter how evil the world becomes, 
God is in charge, and He is a loving God. She believes that 
the rosary is a powerful weapon in the battle with evil.

Carol has also been involved with the Divine Mercy Cenacle 
for many years and is aware of many healings, employment  
for the unemployed, and many miracles as a result of the 
Divine Mercy Cenacle. 

Carol moved to Omaha from San Diego in 1985 and has  
been a parishioner at St. Gerald for eleven years. She  
formerly attended St. Mary in Bellevue, St. Columbkille  
and Christ the King. After receiving a M.A. in English, with 
a certification in English as a Second Language, she taught 
at UNO for 12 years. She has five grown children – three 
daughters and two sons. Her triplet grandchildren attend  
St. Gerald School. Carol considers St. Gerald her  
extended family. 

The Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle meets once a week 
on Tuesdays at 11:15 a.m. After a short meeting they join 
other parishioners in the church for the rosary before the 
12:15 Mass at 96th and Q. All are welcome to join them.

Making Rosaries & Praying for our Priests 

Members of the Cenacle: 
Nancy Schmitz, Kathy Bagby, Carol Dillon, Pat Roach

Submit your photographs and story ideas for the newsletter to stgeraldspiritlink@gmail.com

By Bonni Pulte



Published 4x yearly by St. Gerald Catholic Church 
and the St. Gerald Stewardship Committee 

Office: 7859 Lakeview, Ralston, NE • 402.331.1955
All rights reserved. Copyright 2019.

Pastor: Fr. Mark Nolte

Director of Stewardship & Development: 
Kelly O’Donnell

Editor: Joan Squire

Photos: Michelle Hickey, Tom Stanton, Eric Olson, 
Jen Tselentis, Lou Sobczyk, Kelly O’Donnell

Layout: Amy Marsh Cunningham

Nonprofit
Organization
US Postage

PAID
Omaha NE

Permit No 693

St. Gerald Catholic Church
7859 Lakeview St
Ralston, NE 68127-2832

Volume 23 - Number 4  •  Winter 2019

Joe Buck
Page 1

Patti Neuberger 
Page 3

SPIRIT    LINK=

Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday:  5:00pm
Sunday:  8:00am, 10:00 am, 12:00pm
Daily:  12:15pm (M-F), Rosary begins at 11:45am
Holy Days:  check the bulletin and online 

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview 
Sunday:  7:00am
Daily:  8:15am (M-Sat), Rosary begins at 7:45am
Holy Days:  check the bulletin and online

ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview 
Monday-Saturday:  8:00-8:15am
   First Fridays and Saturdays at 7:45am

Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday:  3:00-4:30pm 
Monday-Friday:  12:00-12:15pm 
   First Fridays at 11:45am

MASS TIMES

RECONCILIATION TIMES

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement:
Led by the Holy Spirit, we are a Catholic community of faith whose primary purpose is to 

know Jesus, to love Him, and to serve Him in serving others. Sent to make disciples, 
we invite and welcome everyone to come and share our Master’s joy.

www.StGerald.org www.StGerald.org


