
For 20 years, Cheryl Bolin has been the 
backbone of St. Gerald Parish. Cheryl 
retired at the end of May. As Secretary/
Parish Coordinator she has been the jack 
of all trades and mastered nearly all of 
them – even computers.  

Whether it was the Archbishop calling or 
someone needing rent money, Cheryl 
has handled them all with efficiency, 
sincerity and professionalism. She knows 
whom to contact for anything and 
everything because that’s what she’s 
done for 20 years. Planning a wedding? 
Need to make funeral arrangements? 
Baptize your baby? Need to enroll 
for confirmation classes? Who do you 
call? 402-331-1955 and Cheryl will get 
you the information you need. And 
while she’s talking to you, she’s either 
recording data for first communions, 
deaths, envelopes, campaign funds, 
School Walk-a-thon donations, mass 
intentions; and/or preparing bulletins 
or making collections for deposits. 
In addition, she handles all Family 
Formation data collection, baptismal 
certificates, records tuition and fees, 
runs off weekend and children’s 
bulletins, attends staff meetings and 
writes up contracts and collects fees for 
all rentals at both campuses. Oh – and 
she handles all Archdiocese reports and 
any of a hundred other duties. 

Cheryl’s story started in Albion, where 
the roots of her Catholic faith were 
formed and where she and her husband 
Jim, a four-sport athlete, grew up. They 
both graduated from Kearney State 
College where Jim played football.  
After a couple of moves, they settled 
in Ralston where they raised their four 
daughters, Angie, Jill, Missy and Kristi. 

It was more than 20 years ago when she 
saw a bulletin article about the parish 
needing a new secretary. “Hmmmm, my 
daycare kids were growing up or moving 

and I thought maybe I should look 
into this,” she said. “But I didn’t know 
anything about computers.” She talked 
to (then) finance director John Bolas 
who calmed her fears about computers, 
“No problem, I can teach you,” he said. 
And teach her, he did. “He was the most 
patient person with me,” Cheryl said. 
In fact the entire staff was so warm and 
welcoming. I was blessed to come work 
here.”

In addition to working in the office she 
also volunteered for other activities 
including the HOPE program; several 
years with her family coordinating annual 
Christmas Angel Tree; and along with 
her daughter, Angie, the Guardian Angel 
Auction. Her daughters, Missy and Kristi, 
both teach at St. Gerald School.  
     
Here are just a few of her fond memories: 

• The “PIG” parties (Pastor Is Gone)” 
instituted by Fr. Mike Schmitz 
during which the staff would gather 
for lunch in the office.

• The move from the basement to 
the upstairs was huge. They finally 
had windows to look out of and 
no longer had to enter the office 
through the garage. 

• Memories of births and deaths 
of the staff’s loved ones with the 
support and love during times of joy 
and sadness. “I remember when our 
first grandchild, Meghan, was born. 
Margaret (John Bolas’s wife) bought 
me my first grandparent ornament.  
I still think of her each time it is 
hung on the Christmas tree.”

• Great gatherings at Mary Clare 
Mendick’s home. “The Christmas 
parties with the staff, deacons and 
spouses were always memorable. 
We had some great laughs with the 
white elephant gifts we exchanged 
– someone even got a frozen fish 
one year.”

Cheryl Bolin says Thanks
By Sherry Wachtler

• And our parishioners! “They have 
always been wonderful to help 
those in need – whether it’s a 
monetary collection, food collection, 
gifts at Christmas, volunteering for 
a project, our parish goes above 
and beyond to help. It is truly an 
amazing, generous parish.”

She and Jim will still volunteer - Cheryl 
with the HOPE program; Jim - as 
treasurer of the Knights of Columbus, 
and they will take food baskets to 
grieving families – plus anything else 
that comes their way.

Of course, her children are planning 
all kinds of things in her retirement. 
“Mostly free daycare,” Cheryl says, 
“With Emma, 11; Olivia, 8; Evelyn, 8; 
Eleni, 7; Norah, 7; Ethan, 5; Landon, 
5; Calen, 4; Mallory, 4; Chelsea, 2; and 
Selene, 8 months.” 

“Thank you to the people of St. Gerald 
for allowing me to serve you as your 
parish secretary for the past 20 years,” 
Cheryl said. “Thank you to John Bolas 
and Fr. Gary for taking a chance on 
me those many years ago. I owe a lot 
to this parish for the love and support 
throughout the ups and downs of life. 
You have truly been a blessing to my 
family and me.”

Jim and Cheryl Bolin
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Discipleship: It’s All About Commitment 

Our Vision:   Encountering Jesus  ·  Making Disciples  ·  Transforming Lives

“Are you all in?” If 
you were at the Parish 
Mission (available on our 
parish website) a few 
months ago, you heard 
Deacon Ralph ask us this 
question. I have seen 
and heard about many 
transformed hearts and 
minds since the mission. 
It has been such a joy 
to see God continue to 
touch so many hearts and 
transform lives!

Deacon Ralph told the story of Charles Blondin, one of the 
greatest tightrope walkers of all time. Using a wheelbarrow, 
Blondin carted a volunteer across a tightrope that stretched 
over Niagara Falls. Can you imagine stepping into and 
sitting down in his wheelbarrow? I don’t know if I would 
have left the comfort of the firm ground and put all my trust 
in Blondin. 

Of course, Jesus offers us much more than an exhilarating 
ride across a tightrope. Jesus invites each of us to follow 
Him and to be His disciples.  This invitation is first and 
foremost an invitation to be with Him each and every day in 
a very personal and intimate way as He leads us to the love 
of our heavenly Father.  There is a feeling of risk as you or I 
step into Jesus’ wheelbarrow, though. It can feel as though 
we are giving up our lives. In Matthew 45, Jesus tells us 
about a merchant who sells everything he has to secure 
a treasure. Are you and I willing to sacrifice everything in 
order to secure the greatest treasure of all? 

The treasure we all knowingly or unknowingly seek is the 
joy and freedom and profound peace Jesus offers. This too 
requires a willingness to sacrifice and allow God to change 
our lives. It is so important that we not merely be “hearers” 
of God’s Word and message, but that we be “doers” by 
responding to His call to conversion.

Some examples of sacrifice that could lead us closer to God:

• Take at least 20 minutes daily of undistracted quiet time 
with our Lord. Read a short passage from the Bible or a 
devotional. Read it several times, pausing between each 
reading to listen for God’s voice.

• Return to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Ask Fr. 
Michael or me for help if you’ve forgotten how 
Confession works.

• If you don’t already do so, recommit yourself to 
attending Mass each and every Sunday and Holy Day  
of obligation.

• Take time to visit parents, grandparents, or someone 
who might be lonely. 

• Take part in a faith growth opportunity offered by our 
parish. Examples include: Alpha; an Encounter Group; 
or School of Prayer (the first Saturday at Lakeview 
Chapel). For more information visit the parish website, 
stgerald.org.

My final suggestion is that you keep this message out and 
pray about it for a few minutes every day for the next seven 
days. Join so many others in our parish and commit yourself 
to fully embracing our parish vision of Encountering Jesus, 
making disciples and transforming lives.  God is calling us 
all to take the next step of faith, whether it’s one of the 
examples above or something different. 

I will join you as we each pray, “Jesus, you risked everything 
for me by stepping out in faith to what our heavenly Father 
asked of you.  Out of love for me and your Father, you 
gave up everything, your very life, so that I might come to a 
deeper relationship with you and our Father.  Where are you 
now asking me to step out in faith?  Where are you asking 
me to step out of my comfort zone and risk everything for 
you as you did for me?  Jesus, I want to be your disciple and 
commit my life to you as never before.  Come, Holy Spirit, 
give me the desire and courage to be “ALL IN”.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Mark

www.StGerald.org
Visit our website for news, teachings and homilies, Mass times 

and information on how you can get involved in parish life. 

Be sure to visit www.facebook.com/stgeraldralston and like us Facebook.
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by Mark Nelson,
Director of Evangelization and Discipleship

What’s Happening?
It’s always exciting when you get to see God at work! 
Encounter Groups have begun at St. Gerald and people 
have been sharing how they are changing their lives. 

What is an Encounter Group? 
The Office of Evangelization and Catechesis at the 
Archdiocese put together a six-week series called 
Encounter that uses thought-provoking questions, paintings 
that stir your soul, and well-chosen Scripture passages to 
pray with. 

St. Gerald has had about 140 people participate in a 
total of 20 small groups since January. Praise God! The 
Encounter model followed is designed to help us listen 
to the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking through short 
passages in the Bible. The groups learn and use a particular 
method of Lectio Divina, which is really an ancient way of 
praying with scripture.

What are Parishioners Saying and Experiencing?
One participant shared this with her group on the first 
week, “I was told this was different than what I’ve tried 
in the past. I’m giving it two weeks, but I’m not sure I’ll 
be back after that.” She said it with a little bit of humor, 
but there was truth too. She was looking for something 
different. After the third week, she told her group that 
she couldn’t be happier that she had come and stayed. 
This was the first time she was able to truly recognize God 
speaking to her in Scripture.  

One of the group facilitators shared that each week they 
would have a new person say something like, “In all my 
years at church, I was never taught this.” Or, “I wish I would 
have learned how to pray like this so much sooner!”

One less-expected benefit of these groups is being readily 
shared by facilitators and participants. As group members 
get to know each other and walk through Lectio Divina, 
they are also breaking down walls and forming community. 

One of the many examples of God’s work through Encounter 
groups was when a participant shared that they were really 
struggling with faith and thinking about giving up on church. 
The group members didn’t try to persuade this individual to 
change her mind. Instead, they loved her where she was at. 
As she encountered the love of Jesus through His people, 
she was wholeheartedly embraced by both them and God. 

Vision and Thank You. 
The first two words of St. Gerald’s Vision are Encountering 
Jesus. Three of the ways we can encounter God are: 
 1. gaining knowledge of scripture, 
 2. a prayer life that not only speaks to God but also listens,
 3. encountering Jesus’ presence and love in each other. 
Encounter Groups have been helping us do all three and 
we are so thankful that God is giving us that opportunity. 
God used many people to put it together. To all the people 
who stepped up to host a group in their home or to be a 
facilitator, thank you!!! 

Invitation: 
If you have never experienced Lectio Divina or want 
to experience it in a fresh way, we invite you to try the 
Encounter experience and see how God wants to apply 
his timeless message in your life! To express interest in 
being in a future group you can contact Mark Nelson at 
mnelson@stgerald.org or 402-331-2955.

As we enter the 2019/2020 school 
year, we begin a very exciting time 
for our parish community. St. Gerald 
Catholic School will be celebrating its 
60th Anniversary. We want you to be 
a part of this celebration. Mark your 
calendars!  Don’t miss out on the fun!

Are you a St. Gerald Alum?

We’d love to hear from you! Go to 
www.stgerald.org and complete our 
Alumni Contact Form so that we can 
keep you up to date on alumni news 
and upcoming special events. 

60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Encounter Group

•  Walk of Pride - September 19       •  Alumni Celebration - September 21      •  Parish Festival - September 22
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Some of the First Communion girls 
from St. Gerald School.

Submit your photographs and story ideas for the newsletter to stgeraldspiritlink@gmail.com

St. Gerald School 
First Communion Class of JoAnne Wanek 

Family Formation First Communion 
with Father Mark and teachers 

Shawn and Linus Behne, and Judy Morrison.

Some of the First Communion boys 
from St. Gerald School

The WinGS class at First Communion along 
with Deb True, Director of Faith Formation.

RCIA Canditates who were received into 
the Church on Holy Saturday:

Brian Draucker, Linda Moore, Michael Ralrick
Cheryl Ripa, Nabila Sahawneh, Hazel Vann
Also pictured are three children from the 

Ruiz family who were baptized, confirmed and 
received their First Communion. 



8th Grade Confirmation classes with Archbishop George Lucas.
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Each year, the school hosts a 
Showcase of the Arts where students 

are able to showcase their 
talents (music, dance, etc). 

Shown is kindergartener Josephine 
Dropinksi performing a dance routine.  

8th Grade May Crowning Court  
Far Right - Crowing Mary and Escort: Sophie Adamek and Jaksen Wonderlich 

Far Left - Court: Tyler Johnson, Hunter Rodriguez, Laura Carnahan, Phil Higgason, Abbey Micek, 
Alex Kosse, Claire Wichita, Owen Nolte, Megan Riesberg

Reese Povondra graduating from 
pre-kindergarten pictured with 

teacher Mrs. Jen Shepoka. 22 students 
graduated from pre-kindergarten.

Eight Graders Claire, Tim and David 
Winners of the Knights of Columbus 

Pro-Life Essay Contest.



Forty percent of food produced in the 
United States ends up in a landfill. A 
fortunate series of events led Beth 
Ostdiek Smith to start an organization 
whose mission is to help reduce that 
astronomical amount of waste.

Beth is CEO/
president and 
founder of Saving 
Grace perishable 
food rescue, 
which since 2013 
has collected 
and distributed 
more than 3 
million pounds 

of healthy perishable food to nonprofit 
organizations in the Omaha area. 
“Saving Grace is not a faith-based
organization, but it’s definitely been 
faith-inspired and faith-led, and it still is,” 
Beth says.

Beth grew up in South Omaha one of 11 
children. A few years ago Beth’s mother 
moved into a senior community out 
west and she moved to be closer to her 
and started attending a closer church 
with her. Her 97-year-old mother is now 
attending services at her senior home 
and Beth has returned to St. Gerald 
renewing her over 35-year association 
with St. Gerald.

Beth worked in the travel industry for 
more than 25 years before she took a 

Saving Grace feeds Omaha’s Hungry
By Eric Olson

leadership position in a program now 
called Project 4 Kids, which focuses on 
goal setting to strengthen academic 
performance and building life skills in 
inner city elementary schools.
Looking for a new challenge in 2013, 
she learned that one of her sisters in 
Arizona was friends with a woman who 
ran a perishable food rescue program 
in Phoenix. It just so happened the 
operations director, Judy Rydberg, was 
getting ready to move back to her
hometown to be closer to her mother. 
“Guess where that was?” Beth said. 
“Omaha, of course. Was that a God wink 
or what? It still gives me goose bumps,” 
Beth said. Having worked with low-
income children in her previous position, 
and having seen dismal living conditions 
during visits to Third World countries 
when she was in the travel business, she 
felt moved to team up with Judy to get 
food that otherwise would go to waste 
to people who need it in Omaha.

Working off of a template from Waste 
Not AZ, Saving Grace has grown into an 
organization that runs four refrigerated 
trucks, using professional drivers/food 
handlers, collecting perishables from 50 
donors and distributing to 40 nonprofits. 
Saving Grace’s headquarters are a few 
blocks north of St. Gerald on 96th Street.

Hy-Vee, Fresh Thyme and Costco are 
among the foot retailers that donate 
produce, grains, dairy and meats 
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destined for the trash bin but still safe to 
eat. Catering outfits, CHI Health Center 
and restaurants also provide excess 
prepared food. Saving Grace makes 
pickups from each donor a designated 
number of times each week and takes 
the food directly to nonprofits such as 
Heart Ministries, Open Door Mission and 
the Stephen Center. The effort helps 
bring nutritious meals to a significant 
portion of the estimated 73,000 Douglas 
County residents who struggle to 
provide food for themselves.

Corporations, foundations and 
individuals fund Saving Grace’s 
operations. A full list of food donors 
and recipients is available at 
www.savinggracefoodrescue.org.

Beth said Saving Grace’s other mission 
is to educate people about reassessing 
how much food they buy and how 
to direct excess to the hungry. Other 
options are using the excess for livestock 
feed or composting. “The last resort,” 
Beth said, “should be our landfills.”

QUARTERLY FOOD DRIVE
An April 13 and 14 food drive at St. Gerald collected 3,125 pounds of 
food for Catholic Charities. Juan Diego Center, near 31st and Q, served 
over 400 requests the previous week.

The drive was originally planned to be monthly. However, on going it is 
scheduled quarterly: 
• Jun 15 and 16 for Catholic Charities
• Aug 10 and 11 for Tri-City Pantry
• Nov 9 and 10 for Catholic Charities

The initial collection helped those impacted by the flood. Long term, 
these items will support Catholic charities food pantries at Juan Diego 
and Martin de Porres Centers. Our Deacons saw the need to support the 
Archdiocesan mission of “Living Mercy.” Deacon Steve Luna recruited 
the St. Gerald Knights of Columbus  to coordinate this project. 

Beth Ostdiek Smith

Some of the Knights of Columbus pictured 
with food delivered to Juan Diego Center. 



St. Gerald Catholic Church    =    SpiritLink    =    Summer 2019 7

Six years ago while Pat Hayes, her twin sister, Pam and 
friend Josie Nagengast were having dinner at Piccolo Pete’s 
Josie encouraged Pat and Pam to join her for the Saturday 
morning Mass at Fountain View Senior living. So Pat and 
Pam began going to mass and would sit in the front row. 
At that time Marge Mendzik, who was around 100 years 
old, was the sacristan and made most of the altar cloths. 
After Pat’s sister passed away in March of 2014, Marge 
asked Pat if she would help with sacristan duties.

Fountain View is a retirement community that offers 
independent living, assisted living and memory care in 
a safe and secure environment and is located on the 
Southwest corner of 108th and Q. Stephanie Riggs is the 
Executive Director and involved in the activities of the 
residents and is very receptive to their physical and spiritual 
needs. Mass was being held in a small chapel at Fountain 
View and had grown to around 60 people so they moved 
mass to the social hall. Many parishioners from St. Gerald 
live at Fountain View and attend the Saturday morning 
mass there.

Pat began helping as sacristan and soon took over as 
Marge was moved to assisted living. Father Pat McCaslin 
is a retired priest and says mass most Saturdays. Father 
McCaslin is celebrating his 58th anniversary since his 
ordination and is Senior Pastor at Our Lady of Lourdes-St. 
Adalbert. Pat coordinates bringing in other priests to fill in 
when Father Pat can’t make it. Father Ron Battiato fills in 
occasionally and drives 40 miles from Weeping Water to 

say mass. His sister, Mary Fucinaro lives at Fountain View and 
has donated all the vestments, chalice, communion cups and 
sacred vessels.

Pat loves her time at Fountain View and each week sets up the 
room for the wheelchairs and scooters from the dementia and 
assisted living section and helps retrieve them after mass. Pat
also picks up the hosts, ashes, palms, etc. and whatever is 
needed for mass. She also washes the altar cloths and all the 
other cloths weekly.

Some of the Fountain View residents from St. Gerald  Parish 
are: JoAnn Sawyer, Joan Meisner, Ila and Ramon Kunc, Mary 
Fucinaro, Dave Vojtech, Lois Baumert, Bonnie Hatcher, Diane 
Ienn, and recently Jo Kowal who livens up the group and helps 
with mass. They are a faithful group of people who share in 
their Catholic faith. Not only does Pat feel blessed to be a part 
of the mass each Saturday, the residents at Fountain View are 
blessed to have her dedication and love.

The Little St. Gerald
By Bonni Pulte

St. Gerald parishioners who are Fountain View residents.

We recently completed our fifth Alpha 
course at St. Gerald.  Over the last 
couple of years, nearly 200 people 
have completed the course here in our 
parish. Alpha is an 11-week course in 
the Good News of Jesus Christ. Each 
week, folks gather with a small group for 
a meal, a presentation and small-group 
discussion. There is also an opportunity 
approximately mid-way through the 
course for a Weekend Away devoted to 
experiencing the power and life of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Alpha fits perfectly with our parish 
vision of Encountering Jesus – Making 
Disciples – Transforming Lives. 
Whether you are non-Christian, non-
Catholic, a spiritual seeker, new to 
faith, or a devoted disciple of Jesus 

for many years, Alpha brings new 
opportunities to encounter our Lord 
Jesus and experience the life and 
freedom he desires for you. It is a 
place to meet new friends, explore 
questions of faith in a safe and 
non-judgmental environment, and 
experience a sense of belonging 
and community. Alpha is currently 
active in over 100 countries around 
the world and over 24 million 
people have gone through the 
course. It is endorsed by Archbishop 
Lucas and is currently running in 
several parishes throughout the 
Archdiocese. It is exciting to see 
people awakening to new and 
deeper faith in Jesus Christ and 
experiencing their faith community 
as true friends and family.

Experience Alpha at St. Gerald
By Charlie Hoover, Director of Alpha Comments about the Alpha experience:

“My faith life was strong. I thought there 
wouldn’t be anything here I didn’t already 
have… What I found was an opportunity 
to experience Jesus’ love and community 
that I had not gotten before. I love that 
I can sit in Mass and look around to see 
friend… friend… friend… friend…”

“Made new friends. Strengthened my 
faith. Sharing stories and know I am not 
alone with struggles in our life.”

“The realization that others also struggled 
with their faith – I am doing the right 
things, but I still have a long way to go.”

Come and See what the Lord has for you 
at Alpha and bring a friend. Everyone is 
welcome! Our next Alpha course starts on 
Sunday, August 25, 2019.
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Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday:  5:00pm
Sunday:  8:00am, 10:00 am, 12:00pm
Daily:  12:15pm (M-F), Rosary begins at 11:45am
Holy Days:  check the bulletin and online 

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview 
Sunday:  7:00am
Daily:  8:15am (M-Sat), Rosary begins at 7:45am
Holy Days:  check the bulletin and online

ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview 
Monday-Saturday:  8:00-8:15am
   First Fridays and Saturdays at 7:45am

Church - 96th and Q Street
Saturday:  3:00-4:30pm 
Monday-Friday:  12:00-12:15pm 
   First Fridays at 11:45am

MASS TIMES

RECONCILIATION TIMES

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement:
Led by the Holy Spirit, we are a Catholic community of faith whose primary purpose is to 

know Jesus, to love Him, and to serve Him in serving others. Sent to make disciples, 
we invite and welcome everyone to come and share our Master’s joy.

www.StGerald.org www.StGerald.org


