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By Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner 

 When Kathy Valasek volunteered to drive Sister Margarita Simon 
around to take communion to the homebound in 2001, she never dreamed 
she would be making those visits herself every week for the next 11 years. 
After Sr. Margarita retired, Kathy, a retired teacher, was a natural to take 
over. Already helping with RCIC, CCD and other ministries, delivering 
Holy Communion to the sick and homebound was something she wel-
comed.
 Kathy averages 15 visits every week and she wouldn’t have it any 
other way.
 “Oh my gosh, these people are so brave,” Kathy said. “They have such 
amazing faith. They’re such models of courage to me. I draw from their 
strength,” she said. Prior to each visit, she calls to remind them she’s com-
ing.
 “That’s the most wonderful thing that happens to me,” said Rose El-
lison, who lives at The Orchards at Wildwood. Kathy comes on Mondays 
and stays for a half hour to 45 minutes, Rose said. “You can tell she enjoys 
coming to give me Holy Communion. And I really look forward to her 
visits.”
	 Kathy	also	oversees	the	Hospital	and	Nursing	Home	Ministry.	Patti	
and Joe Neuberger, Norma Welsh, Irene Kawa, Jean Dellamano and Deb 
Bennett	take	turns	visiting	parishioners	in	the	hospital	and	care	
centers. When parishioners go home, volunteers 
notify Kathy who puts them on 
her list to visit. 
Paul Semrad 
has been visiting 
Papillion Manor 
for	five	years.
 “You come 
away with so many 
more graces,” Kathy 
said. “It’s just a 
wonderful ministry. I 
have a lady who calls 
me the ‘Jesus Bringer’ 
because she says I 
bring our Lord to her.”
 Sacristan Vici 
Hegarty remembers 
vividly the day she be-

came a homebound 
EMHC. Christmas 
2003 looked to be a 
sad day, she said. 
Not remarried and 
with her daugh-
ters spending 
the holiday with 
their in-laws, 
Vici was going 
to be alone 
... until Barb 
Aitkenhead 
asked her if 
she could bring 
communion to the 
homebound on Christmas Day, 
which happened to fall on a 
Sunday.
 “She had no clue how badly I needed to be needed,” Vici said. “Each 

home and/or apartment I went to was a Christmas by itself. . .they gave 
back to me more than they will ever know. ”
	 Those	Christmas	Day	visits	marked	the	first	Christmas	that	Commu-
nion was distributed to the homebound and it has continued for nine 
years. “We now take the homebound Communion on Christmas Day 
no	matter	what	day	of	the	week	it	falls	on,”	Vici	said.
 The Sunday homebound EMHC list has grown from a handful in 
2003 to anywhere from 12 to 20 persons. Vici now schedules four or 
five	EMHC	who	each	make	two	or	three	visits	every	Sunday.
 “This is a very special ministry,” Vici said. “It has taught us that 
to keep what you have in your heart, you have to also give it away. 
No	matter	how	tired	you	may	be	that	morning	or	how	horrible	the	
weather might get, you always receive more than you give.”
 Due to privacy issues hospitals no longer call the par-
ish. To be brought Holy Communion in the hospital or to be 
placed on the homebound list to receive Holy Communion on 
Sundays,	please	call	Cheryl	at	the	Business	Office,	402-331-1955.	
Those interested in serving as Extraordinary Ministers should 

also	call	the	Business	Office.		†
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Extraordinary Ministers Bring 
Communion to Sick and Homebound

Kathy talks to Martha Barta.

St. Gerald PariSh MiSSion StateMent
We are a Catholic faith community devoted to becoming a dynamic center of worship. 

We challenge ourselves to lead lives patterned after Jesus. With gratitude we share our faith, talents, 
gives and resources so that more people experience God’s love.

Rose Ellison accepts Commu-
nion from Kathy Valasek.



2 August 2012   †   St. Gerald Catholic Church   †   SpiritLink

BBy Rev. Owen Korte, Pastor
 Being a Good Catholic means being a Good Steward. Being a Good Steward means be-
ing a Good Catholic. The two ideas go hand in hand. Recently I read an article in the World 
Herald saying that respect for religious institutions is decreasing. I always wonder who 
they are asking because one thing is sure, the practice 
of faithful Catholicism has always been a minority 
sport. To be a faithful and devoted Catholic is some-
thing that we all strive for. And the more serious you 
are about being one, the more you realize your own 
weaknesses and the weaknesses of others. So, part of 
being a faithful Catholic is to practice what Jesus said, 
“forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.” But more to the point, to be a 
faithful Catholic is to be conscious of one’s blessings. 

This consciousness is not a once in while kind of thing, like on Thanksgiving Day. It is something 
that permeates all we are and all we do.
	 Recently	I	have	been	reflecting	in	my	prayer	life	on	the	idea	of	surrender.	The	Lord	is	bring-
ing	me	into	a	better	and	clearer	realization	of	what	trusting	Him	is	all	about.	To	give	over	to	him	
all my talents and dreams is the reality of surrender. The martyrs had to even give over to the 
Lord	the	idea	of	being	a	martyr.	Such	surrender	is	not	something	I	find	easy	to	do.	In	fact	the	fear	
is that I will loose myself in the process. What will be left for me? Like the Apostles asking Jesus, 
“we	have	left	everything	for	you—what’s	in	it	for	us?”	The	answer	is	“everything.”	To	surrender	means	to	find	myself.	This	is	true	
interior	freedom.	It	lets	you	share	your	talents	without	any	strings	attached.	It	lets	you	pray	trusting	that	God	has	a	desire	for	you	
that is more wonderful than anything you can will. It lets you want to give because the desire comes from your heart; that’s whom 
you have become.
	 Catholics	throughout	the	centuries	have	shared	their	talents,	given	of	their	resources,	allowed	their	Catholic	values	to	influence	
their work to the point that an entire culture was formed that was generous, life-giving and compassionate. The present culture is 
being formed without Catholic values and often without God. Here is where the minority sport reenters the scene with a vengeance. 
More and more we are becoming the faith remnant. When I look at the involved and active Catholics in my parish I see a remnant. 
Compared to the nominal Catholics who are baptized and registered but not church going, the group of active practicing Catholics is 
getting	less	and	less.	But	there	is	a	wonderful
thing	happening	to	that	remnant,	they	are	getting	more	loyal,	more	zealous,	more	serious	about	their	Catholic	faith.	The	ground	is	
being laid for the courage it will take to be Catholic in a less cooperative environment; when the challenges to the practice of our faith 
will not be insidious but move into the open.
 Surrender in prayer is key to this courage. Surrender to the Lord who has His ways, and His ways are not my ways. Surrender 
not to a timid cowering fear but surrender to a clearly focused and well informed faith life that is not afraid to speak up. The Year of 
Faith that has been declared by Pope Benedict will be an opportunity for us to get to know our faith and to live it more adamantly.
 Editors Note:  The Year of Faith begins on 10-11-12, October 11, 2012, the 50 year anniversary of the start of Vatican II.  A year of activities 
celebrating and learning more about your Catholic Faith are being planned. See page 7.  †

Fr. OK

Being a Good Catholic

To surrender means to find 
myself. This is true interior 
freedom. It lets you share your 
talents without any strings 
attached. It lets you pray 
trusting that God has a desire 
for you that is more wonderful 
than anything you can will. It 
lets you want to give because 
the desire comes from your 
heart; that’s whom you have 
become.

“Being a Good Catholic means 
being a Good Steward. Being a 
Good Steward means being a 

Good Catholic.

Ladies of All Ages Enjoy St. Gerald!
   St. Gerald
      Daisies 

Women 
of Grace
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MBy Judy Durbin, Parishioner
	 Michael	and	Valerie	Conzett	are	on	a	“yes”	journey.	They	say,	“Yes,”	to	God.	“It’s	a	‘yes’	that	you’re	going	
to	be	available	and	to	continue	to	support	to	live	that	‘yes’,”	said	Deacon	Conzett.
	 Their	journey	began	when	they	first	met	in	a	church	choir	over	30	years	ago.	They	were	married	in	1983	
in St. George Church in Cincinnati, Ohio. Six 
months later, they moved to Omaha, Nebraska. 
“My	first	memory	of	him	(Mike)	is	at	the	ambo,	
he had a presence about him,” said Valerie. “I 
married Mike because he understood what it is 
to have Christ as his best friend. I trust him.”
 Being a part of the permanent diaconate 
for the last two and one half years, has been a 
progressive journey. “I answered God’s call to 
be	an	official	public	servant	of	the	Church,	to	
decide, is to accept God’s call, “said Mike, “this 
call involves Valerie . . . The diaconate is a natu-
ral answer to God’s call. It has to be in concert 
with the family.”
 Obedience to the Archbishop Lucas is the 
first	duty	of	a	deacon	said	Conzett.	Happily,	
for Michael and Valerie, he was assigned to St. 
Gerald	parish	as	part	of	his	duties.	Conzett	is	
also the liaison between the permanent dia-
conate of the arch diocese and the Family Life 
Office,	of	which,	Valerie	is	the	head.
	 Deacon	Conzett	is	the	coordinator	of	the	
Baptism program, serves on the vocation 
committee,	adult	education	committee,	and	
prepares couples for marriage. “Deacons 
go out into the world and meet people who 
struggle with Faith,” said Mike, “God does 
the work, we are instruments of Christ.”
 For the last seven years Mike has minis-
tered to the residents of Waterford Assisted 
Living. St. Gerald parish deacons take turns and conduct a communion service there every Sunday as well as 
short visits.
	 Conzett	also	assists	the	diocesan	worship	office.	When	the	new	Roman	Missile	was	introduced,	Conzett	
was trained to prepare the other deacons. “I love it,” he said, “the language is so beautiful. We should not 
think we should speak the same language at Church as on the street.”
 ”We are not just one more creation of God,” said Valerie, “we are people with souls, rare, unique and we 
have lost the dignity of what life is.” This is the challenge of all diaconate couples, the loss of respect for hu-
man	life	in	our	culture.	Deacon	Conzett	continued,	“The	Catholic	Faith	call	us	to	such	heights	and	to	live	that,	
takes courage and conviction in a world that says we are not important.” †

Deacon Micael and Valerie Conzett

Deacon Michael anD Valerie conzett

Getting to know them
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Youth 
SerVe

 St. Gerald Youth participated in Youth 
Serve, an archdiocesan service camp June 
24th - 26th.  The youth had the opportu-
nity to work at JP Lord School - gardening 
in the morning and working with children 
with disabilities in the afternoon.  The eve-
nings were spent learning about Catholic 
Social teachings and creating presenta-
tions about their experiences.  They also 
had many wonderful worship experiences 
including a worship service in the forest at 
the Columban Fathers Retreat Center. †

Amanda with a student 
of JP Lord School.

Columban Fathers’ 
Retreat CenterSarah with a student of JP 

Lord School.

Emily with a student of JP Lord School.

Sarah, Emily and Amanda with leaders Kelly 
and Kathy at Youth Serve.
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Children and teens 
alike enjoy various 
Totus Tuus events 

at St. Gerald parish 
and school.
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FIRE in the Church!
By Deacon Chris Hanson, Stewardship Director

	 On	July	1st	we	had	a	fire	during	the	10:30am	Mass	–	a	
planned one with a controlled burn, to boot.  You see, we 
held a mortgage burning that day to celebrate St. Gerald 
Church being debt free.
 Monies were borrowed from both the Archdiocesan 
Savings and Loan as well as from the Knights of Colum-
bus	and	several	different	banks	to	build	the	Church	&	
96th	&	Q	Streets,	and	to	build	the	Middle	School	Addition	

at Lakeview.  On July 1st we 
burned the last bank note and 
the Savings and Loan note 
from those projects.
 Retiring the debt was 
completed by the success 
of our mini-campaign 
“Taking Care of Our Home:  
Campaign 365.”  To date 
we have received pledges 
from 523 families and 
parish groups totaling 
more	than	$296,000.		
This was well beyond 
our	goal	of	$230,000	–	

128%	of	goal	as	of	this	writing!		
What a fabulous success in matching the gener-

osity of the Klosterman family.
 Numerous improvements were made around the par-
ish facilities through the generosity of our campaign do-

nors, including an expansion of the playground at school, 
shown in the photos on this page.  Thank you for caring 
so lovingly about your parish home.
 Congratulations to you, St. Gerald family for becom-
ing	debt-free!		
 A number of representatives from our parish helped 
with	the	mortgage	burning:		The	Wachtler,	D’Ercole,	
Luebbert, McElmeel, Loughran, Thiele and Thompson 
families are shown here. †

Construction crews from Pink Grading work hard on expanding the playground at St. Gerald Elementary School.

To celebrate St. Gerald’s freedom from debt, 
Father Owen Korte prepares to burn the mortgage.
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The ImporTance 
of VoTIng pro-lIfe

By Michelle Watkins, Parishioner

 I recall a few years ago a priest standing before his 
congregation.  Looking directly at the parishioners he ad-
dressed	them	with	this	warning:		“One	day	you	will	be	held	
accountable for the way you vote.”  Consider your past 
voting	record	and	the	political	ramifications	of	your	actions.		
Are you morally comfortable with the way you’ve cast your 
ballots?
  Catholic Answers Action	lists	five	non-negotiables	for	
faithful	Catholic	voters:		abortion,	euthanasia,	embryonic	
stem cell research, human cloning and same-sex marriage.  
It’s critical for voters to choose candidates that will uphold 
moral issues.
  Blessed Pope John Paul II stated, “The common outcry, 
which is justly made on behalf of human rights---for ex-
ample, the right to health, to 
home, to work, to family, to 
culture---is false and illusory if 
the RIGHT TO LIFE, the most 
basic and fundamental right 
and the condition for all other 
personal rights, is not defend-
ed with maximum determina-
tion.”
  What does this mean to you? Currently the Health and 
Human Services mandate is forcing Catholic employers to 
provide coverage for procedures that are against Catholic 
teachings. Religious freedoms are being trampled and 
taxpayer monies will fund abortions. Serious Catholics need 
to vote for candidates that will reverse this mandate another 
anti-life measures.
  Any candidate, at any political level, who supports 
procedures against life should not be supported by Catholic 
voters.  Do not be lulled into thinking your previous po-
litical	party	affiliation	is	a	trustworthy	method	for	voting.		
Study the issues and political records of each candidate 
closely.  If you have any doubts, please contact the parish 
pro-life organization for guidance.
 Thanks for making life issues preeminent in our upcom-
ing election.  The words of Jesus are clear in the defense of 
the	sanctity	of	life		–	“when	you	did	it	for	one	of	these	least	
ones,	you	did	it	for	me.”		(Matthew	25:40)	With	the	gift	of	
faith	comes	commensurate	responsibility	–	make	sure	your	
Catholic faith is present in your election choices this fall. †

 Pope Benedict XVI has announced a special “Year of 
Faith,” dedicated to rousing a “new impetus to the mission 
of the whole Church to lead men out of the desert in which 
they	often	find	themselves,	to	the	place	of	life,	of	friendship	
with Christ.”
	 The	Year	of	Faith	will	begin	on	October	11,	2012:		a	date	
that marks the 50th anniversary of the opening of Vatican II.  
Pope Benedict notes that the date is also the 20th anniver-
sary of the publication of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
which he describes as “a precious and indispensable tool” 
for the task of evangelization.  The special observance will 
end	on	November	24,	2013:	the	feast	of	Christ	the	King.
 To celebrate the Year of Faith at St. Gerald we will host 
a number of activities throughout the year to grow and 
showcase	the	theological	virtue	of	Faith:

•	Deacon	George	Butterfield	will	present	“Old	Testa-
ment Men and Women of Faith” over a series of six 
weeks	October	15	–	November	19.
•	Fr.	Michael	Gaitley,	MIC	–	Director	of	the	Association	
of Marian Helpers will give a presentation on Novem-
ber 2.  Fr. Michael works at the National Shrine for 
Divine	Mercy	in	Stockbridge,	Massachusetts.
•	Ralph	and	Bonnie	Pulte	will	examine	the	Acts	of	the	
Apostles	over	a	series	of	six	weeks	February	4	–	March	
11.
•	On	February	8,	The	Family	Life	Office	and	KVSS	Spir-
it Catholic Radio will present the 2013 Annual Marriage 
Enrichment Evening

 Please plan to join your parish family in celebrating our 
most precious gift that allows us to known and serve our 
God	–	Faith! †

 The words of Jesus are 
clear in the defense of 
the sanctity of life  – 
“when you did it for 

one of these least ones, 
you did it for me.”  

(Matthew 25:40)
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Stewardship is giving thanks by giving back.
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Ralston,	NE	68127

Mass and Confession Schedule
DAILY WEEKDAY MASSES:
Day Place Time
Monday	–	Saturday	 Lakeview	Chapel	 8:15am
Monday	–	Friday	 96th	&	Q	Streets	 12:15pm

WEEKDAY CONFESSIONS:
Day Place Time
Monday	-	Friday	 96th	&	Q	Streets	 12:00pm

SUNDAY WEEKEND MASSES:
Day Place Time
Saturday	 96th	&	Q	Streets	 5:00pm
Sunday	 Lakeview	Chapel	 7:00am
Sunday	 96th	&	Q	Streets	 7:30am
Sunday	 96th	&	Q	Streets	 9:00am
Sunday	 96th	&	Q	Streets	 10:30am
Sunday	 96th	&	Q	Streets	 12:00pm

WEEKEND CONFESSIONS:
Day Place Time
Saturday	 96th	&	Q	Streets	 3:00	–	4:30pm


