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By Deb Banchor 

 Each holiday season we have the opportunity to reach out to others and
 help bring joy to those less fortunate than ourselves. The Angel Tree program
 has done just that for over 25 years at St. Gerald. Through this program 
parishioners can help the elderly, parents, and children. Many of the names 
placed on the St. Gerald Angel Tree come from the Eastern NE Office on Aging 
and others come from people in the Ralston area calling on behalf of someone
they know in need, or parents calling requesting help in making their children’s
holidays better because they themselves do not have the means. 
 It is easy for parishioners to participate in the Angel Tree program. 
After Masses on November 20th – 21st, angel tags may be selected from the 
tree in the back of the church. The wrapped gifts are returned to the church 
within two weeks, and the coordinators distribute them before Christmas.
 The coordinators for the Angel Tree are the Bolin Family. This is truly a 
family putting stewardship into action. Helping Jim and Cheryl Bolin are their
daughters and sons-in law Angie & Chris Gallagher, Missy & Keith McDermott,
and Jill & Nic Robbins; daughter and future son-in-law Kristi Bolin and Tim 
Huber; and granddaughters Meghan, Emma, Olivia, & Evelyn.
 When asked why they are doing this, Angie said, “It is a need within 
our parish and we felt we wanted to do it together.” She added that they can 
see the benefits and that “even though the kids are young, they can help.” 
Angie most likes “watching people take tags off the trees.” For Kristi the 
most fun is delivering the gifts. Cheryl said that the people are “amazed at 
what you bring them.” When thinking about our parish, Cheryl said, “I 
can’t believe how good people are. Anytime someone says ‘I need,’ 
someone is there.”
 The Bolins are no strangers to the St. Gerald community. They have 
been parishioners for 26 years. Cheryl has been the parish secretary for 12 
years. Chris attended St. Gerald School, and coincidentally, Meghan has the 
same first grade teacher that he did years ago. Kristi is a 3rd grade teacher 
and Missy teaches middle school English at the school. Over the years there 
have been many areas where family members shared their time and talent. As
youngsters, Kristi and Missy served at Mass and all the girls were active in youth
group, as were Cheryl and Jim. Now, as adults, the family’s involvement runs 
across the board including Knights of Columbus, EMHC, selling HOPE certificates,
choir, volunteering at school, security patrol and serving as a wedding coordina-
tor. Outside the parish the Bolin family has worked together on the YMCA
run against domestic violence. 
 This holiday season all of us can join the Bolins in bringing care and joy to those
less fortunate by selecting an angel from the tree and providing a gift for that person.
In doing so, we live out Jesus’ command to “Love one another as I have loved you.”
If you know of a family in need, there is still time to contact Cheryl at the Business 
Office, 331-1955. †
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St. Gerald PariSh MiSSion StateMent
We as St. Gerald’s Catholic Parish are a Eucharistic community who will help 

each other to be good and faithful stewards of God’s love. 
With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will accomplish this through prayer, worship, education and service.

FOR THE VISION AND IDENTITY STATEMENTS, GO TO THE BOTTOM OF THE HOME PAGE AT www.stgerald.org

Angel Tree is a Family Affair

The Bolin Family shared time and talent to coordinate 
and create this year‘s Angel Tree for St. Gerald’s Parish.
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T This is my sixth assignment. I began in Omaha at Mary Our Queen and now I have
returned to Omaha (Ralston). In between I was 
stationed at parishes that had schools or were part 
of a consortium that had schools, and in many cases, 
high schools. There have been all sorts of “giving”
issues where ever I have been. I guess I don’t even 
think about them much anymore; I consider them 
to be part of the game plan. I see it as my job to put 
the truth in front of you and to manage the place as best I can using the advice and 
counsel of all those who serve on committees and have a vested interest in this par-
ish. Without a doubt St. Gerald’s is blest with many wonderful and dedicated people 
many of whom have roots that go back to the beginnings of the parish. They believe 
in the legacy of the parish; they believe in what this parish stands for. For the people 
who proudly call themselves St. Gerald’s parishioners there is a sense of community in 
that expressed identity. This parish has been here to help us be Church for one another 
through all the prosperous times as well as through all the lean times. 

 This parish is stretched and affected by the present culture and it is the call of the parish to affect the culture more 
than it is changed by it. So, if we live in a consumerist culture that expects to get things “just the way we want it,” that 
expects to get things “quickly or your money back,” and expects to get a thrill without putting myself out for it ... then 
what we do as parish is diametrically opposite of that. For here we do not come to get anything ... we are here to bring 
something. We are here to search out what God wants us to do which will necessarily change us, and even at times, make 
us feel uncomfortable. We have to put ourselves out for this parish otherwise we are treating it like any of the other shop-
ping stops we make. When this parish was founded the culture was not as allergic to the life of a Catholic parish; but 
sadly that has changed.
 Today we package this counter-cultural self-identity and call within a simple yet powerful term: Stewardship. Stew-
ardship calls us to join ourselves to the Sacrificial Act of Jesus Christ. We do this when we bring up the bread and wine at 
Mass. We place ourselves on the altar with those simple gifts. Our money is symbolic of the effort to sacrifice with Jesus. 
Is this gift a real sacrifice? Is the time we give to parish service in any way tied to the Sacrifice of Jesus we memorialize on 
Sunday? It ought to be. When we share our talents in any way without looking for something in return we are standing 
in opposition to the culture in which we live and we are saying, “there is another truth that is more true than the one I 
am being fed by this culture.” 
 Your financial gifts need to be sacrificial; they need to hurt a little. They certainly cannot be the leftovers – otherwise 
St. Gerald’s becomes just another bill to pay. Because this parish is the place that calls you to participate in the very sac-
rificial and saving act of Jesus; to literally join with His act to save the world. At Mass (and you can’t do Mass at Wal-
Mart), you can join your giving to the saving act of Jesus and help save the world. So you come to Mass to bring some-
thing not get something. But God does not leave it at that. When we come to bring ourselves symbolized by our gifts 
of participating presence, time, talent and treasure then the Holy God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit gives Himself 
back to us.
 On a final note, it ain’t all peaches and cream. Sometimes when you come to Mass or when you show up for a meet-
ing or you bring your envelope you come with a bad attitude. Maybe you had to put your dog down or maybe your 
hours have been cut or maybe you woke up with a headache – well come and bring that to God. Give Him what you 
have.  Because it is not about you it is about God. We are here to give something ... to God our Father. †

Fr. OK

Is Your Gift a Sacrifice?

For here we do not come to 
get anything ... we are here 

to bring something.

“I see it as my job to put 
the truth in front of you.”

Parish Pastoral CounCil 
Tim Mundorf: President 

Judy Haug: Liturgy 
Mary Morss: Parish Education 

Glen Bennett: Human Needs 
Ryan Sevcik: Finance 

Jamie Zabrocki: Social 
Joan Luebbert: Maintenance 

Mike Rasmussen: School Board 
Mary Bystrom: Stewardship
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A
By Joan Luebbert and Deb Banchor 
 A once in a generation opportunity is coming our way with the new 
Roman Missal that will change the way we praise God in our Masses. 
This new missal will go into effect November 27, 2011, the first Sunday 
of Advent, and the beginning of the Church calendar. Several St. Gerald 
parishioners attended the initial Archdiocesan educational session on the 
Roman Missal on September 25th. This was the first of over 30 educational 
events scheduled over the next year. St.Gerald representatives included 
deacons, liturgists, musicians, and members of the liturgy committee.
 Following Vatican II the Mass 
was changed to the local language. 
Those translations were done quickly 
and have now been revised to main-
tain the Latin tone and also to assure 
consistency in the Mass around the 
world. The core Mass will not be 
changing, but how we worship in 
that Mass is what will be changed. 
This will put us more in touch with 
our ancient roots and traditions. The 
change will be an opportunity to see 
worship in a new way and to see and 
experience our God in a different way. 
In the keynote address at St. Cecilia’s 
Cathedral, Archbishop Lucas said that 
the new translation of the Roman Mis-
sal is a gift to the Church and that he hopes all Catholics will welcome it.
 The changes are promised to be positive, but still will be change. As 
human beings, we seem to have varying degrees of acceptance and resis-
tance to change, especially when it involves something we have been com-
fortable with for a very long time. Over the coming year we will be asked 
to let go of the past and come to the liturgy with open minds and hearts to 
encounter our loving God in new ways. It is indeed an opportunity for us 

to learn more about the Mass and to 
participate deeply in our worship 
and praise for God. Some of the 
changes will involve more frequent 
use of Gregorian Chant, different 
wording in responses, and even in 
some of the prayers themselves.
 Over the next year we will 
receive more information, as it 
becomes available. We can all begin 
to learn by visiting the following 
websites: www.usccb.org or www.
archomaha.org (enter Roman Missal 
and search), asking questions, and 
reading the bulletin inserts. Regard-
ing the changes, Choir Director 
Mary Clare Mendick said, “We are 

presented with a new opportunity to renew our understanding and appre-
ciation of the gift of sacred liturgy. The new wording of some of our famil-
iar responses and prayers may be uncomfortable at first, but the newness 
of this new language will present us with an opportunity to reflect on the 
real meaning of what we are saying or singing. Hopefully, this will awaken 
in us the realization of how much our spirits need that participation.”
 Those who attended the educational session at St. Cecilia’s want to be 
good stewards as they help usher the new Roman Missal into our worship 
at St. Gerald. We can all be good stewards as we learn about, and embrace, 
these new changes. Of course, there will be a learning curve for all of us as 
we form ourselves into a new worshiping community.
 Keeping a positive attitude will help us through the learning curve 
and maybe realizing that we are all a little bit like Gonzo from the Muppets 
who said, “I want to go there. . . I just don’t want to leave here.” †

In a stewardship parish Jesus Christ is the 
foundation. From the foundation four 
pillars arise:

Hospitality 
“When I was a stranger. You welcomed me.” 
We welcome each other and the newcomer.

Prayer
“Thy will be done.” The faithful steward must 
pray daily, especially prayers of gratitude and 
participating in Mass.

Formation
Educating the mind and forming the heart are 
necessary steps in the steward’s growth.

Service
There will always be needs in this world. Even 
if there were no needs, however, we still have 
a need to give. God created us with this need 
to give. “It is in giving that we receive.”

Pillar opportunities:

Hospitality:
Ushers & Greeters
Young Adult Ministry
Bridge Group

Prayer:
Altar Servers
EMHC and Lectors

Formation:
Religious Education
Adult Education Committee

Service:
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Parking Lot Patrol
Maintenance Committee
Music Ministry

If you would like to be involved at St. Gerald, 
and are interested in these opportunities, 
please contact the Business Office at 331-1955.

The Pillars of 
Parish sTewardshiP

a onCe in a Generation 
oPPortunity!

Deacon Lonnie and 
Joan Luebbert review 

new materials

George Butterfield, Mary 
Clare Mendick and Nancy 

Sweene pose during a break.
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FeedinG the Hungry
By Marge Peterson, Parishioner 

 Parishioners at St. Gerald have donated many hours to Omaha area shelters and 
soup kitchens. Some have done so independently, and others have been part of parish 
groups. 
The following describes some of work being done by St. Gerald parishioners who 
help feed those in need.

stePhen Center
 When Patti Neuberger retired five years ago, her daughter suggested she volun-
teer at the Stephen Center. She started on an independent basis at first but eventually 
asked Father Gary Ostrander about St. Gerald helping provide a Friday evening meal 
to the center once a month.
 Patti recruited volunteers and the St. Vincent de Paul Society provided funds for 

the main dish. The St. Gerald volunteers 
made enough hamburger and tater tot 
casserole to feed about 100, people who 
were staying at the shelter and some from 
the nearby housing projects. Today, the 
Stephen Center serves meals only to shel-
ter residents. When the shelter is filled to 
capacity this can be as many as 75 people. 
Parish volunteers bring desserts and dur-
ing the holidays Christmas cookies are 
solicited from Hy-Vee, Bag ’N Save, and 
No Frills Supermarkets.
 Betty and Bill McEvoy, Jean and 
Toby Dellamano and Patti’s husband, Joe, 
worked with Patti. Patti has passed the 
leadership of this volunteer ministry to 
Mary Hoffman. The McEvoys and Del-
lamanos continue to give their time and 

experience one afternoon a month for this important service.
 Patti said she has always worked with the disadvantaged. “I taught OPS adult ba-
sic education at Holy Family to people with skill levels below sixth grade,” she said. 
“I enjoyed the time I spent there.” 

dorothy day house
 Four days a week for more than four years, until the Dorothy Day House closed 
last year, Marge Loughran drove to the kitchen at 19th and Burt Street to help chop 
vegetables for soup, make sandwiches, and serve meals to the homeless.
 Marge was inspired to volunteer by an incident at the Old Market. “I was walk-
ing with my daughter Laurie and an old homeless man shuffling along ahead of us 
fell and was bleeding,” Marge said. “Laurie got down on her knees and put the man’s 
head on her lap. I thought if she could do that, I could feed them.”
 Laurie’s husband, Kevin McGuire, director of the Dorothy Day House, had been 

providing meals for over 20 years. Every day, he would brew up a large pot of soup 
to serve 100-150. Bread, crackers and fruit completed the meal.
 In the winter, Marge would 
make up bags containing do-
nated coats, hats, gloves and socks 
which she would give to the folks 
that came for lunch. “If you have 
enough and others don’t, it’s hard 
not to help,” Marge said.

Siena/FranciS HouSe
 Katie Mackie and Mickie Olsen 
were bringing food to the Dorothy 
Day house until it closed. Now 
they co-chair one of the volunteer 
groups who provide food for the 
Siena/Francis House.
 Katie emails close to 30 St. 
Gerald families once a month reminding them to deliver their monthly donation to 
Mickie’s home. From October through March, families prepare and freeze a five to 
eight quart casserole of hamburger and vegetables. These casseroles are placed in a 
large freezer at Siena/Francis House and used as needed. 
 “It’s really a good casserole,” Katie said. “My kids love it.”
 From April through September, families donate a four-pound can of tuna, large 
bag of chips and two-dozen individually wrapped desserts such as Twinkies. Mickie’s 
husband, Charlie, delivers the food to Siena/Francis House on his way to work.
 Both Katie and Mickie say they help the shelter because there are a lot of people 
out there with nothing, and they want to give back for the blessings they’ve received.
 A second group of 50 volunteers provides another meal for the Siena/Francis 
House. This group carries on the tradition of service started by Jackie Loth more than 
20 years ago.
 Some cook either five pounds of hamburger or eight pounds of potatoes, provide 
baked goods, and a ham. Others donate cash for the purchase of 15 cans of green 
beans, six cans of corn, four gallons of gravy and six pounds of butter. On the third 
Saturday of the month the volunteers drop the food off at St. Gerald School. 
 A dedicated team of cooks takes it from there. The food is loaded into two ve-
hicles and taken to Siena/Francis House. Working in the Siena/Francis kitchen are 
Lynn Johnson, Tony Jones, Bill and Betty McEvoy, Sam Mandolfo and Al Goblirsch. 
They create a Shepherds Pie for the evening meal. After cleaning up the kitchen the 
tired volunteers return home and the shelter staff serves the meal.
 Bekki Koenig has been doing the shopping for this group for four years and Lynn 
Johnson has sent reminder emails for two years. The volunteer kitchen crew started 
by helping Jackie Loth and now some have up to 20 years of service. Bekki says that 
when she started they fed about 250 people. Now they are serving up to 400 in the 
winter.  
 One Saturday near Christmas they replace the shepherd’s pie with pork loins, 

Mary Hoffman and Jean Dellamano

Charlie and Mickie Olsen
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FeedinG the Hungry
providing meals for over 20 years. Every day, he would brew up a large pot of soup 
to serve 100-150. Bread, crackers and fruit completed the meal.
 In the winter, Marge would 
make up bags containing do-
nated coats, hats, gloves and socks 
which she would give to the folks 
that came for lunch. “If you have 
enough and others don’t, it’s hard 
not to help,” Marge said.

Siena/FranciS HouSe
 Katie Mackie and Mickie Olsen 
were bringing food to the Dorothy 
Day house until it closed. Now 
they co-chair one of the volunteer 
groups who provide food for the 
Siena/Francis House.
 Katie emails close to 30 St. 
Gerald families once a month reminding them to deliver their monthly donation to 
Mickie’s home. From October through March, families prepare and freeze a five to 
eight quart casserole of hamburger and vegetables. These casseroles are placed in a 
large freezer at Siena/Francis House and used as needed. 
 “It’s really a good casserole,” Katie said. “My kids love it.”
 From April through September, families donate a four-pound can of tuna, large 
bag of chips and two-dozen individually wrapped desserts such as Twinkies. Mickie’s 
husband, Charlie, delivers the food to Siena/Francis House on his way to work.
 Both Katie and Mickie say they help the shelter because there are a lot of people 
out there with nothing, and they want to give back for the blessings they’ve received.
 A second group of 50 volunteers provides another meal for the Siena/Francis 
House. This group carries on the tradition of service started by Jackie Loth more than 
20 years ago.
 Some cook either five pounds of hamburger or eight pounds of potatoes, provide 
baked goods, and a ham. Others donate cash for the purchase of 15 cans of green 
beans, six cans of corn, four gallons of gravy and six pounds of butter. On the third 
Saturday of the month the volunteers drop the food off at St. Gerald School. 
 A dedicated team of cooks takes it from there. The food is loaded into two ve-
hicles and taken to Siena/Francis House. Working in the Siena/Francis kitchen are 
Lynn Johnson, Tony Jones, Bill and Betty McEvoy, Sam Mandolfo and Al Goblirsch. 
They create a Shepherds Pie for the evening meal. After cleaning up the kitchen the 
tired volunteers return home and the shelter staff serves the meal.
 Bekki Koenig has been doing the shopping for this group for four years and Lynn 
Johnson has sent reminder emails for two years. The volunteer kitchen crew started 
by helping Jackie Loth and now some have up to 20 years of service. Bekki says that 
when she started they fed about 250 people. Now they are serving up to 400 in the 
winter.  
 One Saturday near Christmas they replace the shepherd’s pie with pork loins, 

mashed potatoes, gravy 
and cranberries. An anony-
mous donor provides 
funds to fill care bags for 
about 300. The children at 
St. Gerald School deco-
rate white gift bags. And 
Bekki has a group of teen 
volunteers who fill the 
bags with socks, gloves, 
deodorant, toothpaste, 
jerky, mints and candy. 
 Bekki says that she 
finds her Siena/Francis House 
service rewarding and doesn’t plan to stop any time 
soon.
 Additional volunteers or donations are always welcome for both the Stephen 
Center and Siena/Francis House. If you wish to help, please call the Business Office, 
331-1955, or any of the individuals named in this article. †

Al Goblirsch and 
Sam Mandolfo at 

Siena/Francis kitchen.

Charlie and Mickie Olsen

“Offering Our Gifts 
with Gratitude – 

That’s Stewardship!”

This year St. Gerald 
Parish will be offering a 
Youth Assisted Liturgy 
on the third Sunday of 
each month at our Noon 
Mass.  Seventh – twelfth 
graders are invited 
to participate in the 
music group and bring 
up the offertory gifts. 
Some of our high school 
youth are preparing 
to Lector and EMHC. 
At St. Gerald Parish our 
youth are not just the 
Church of the future, 
they are also the Church 
of today!



TBy Eric Olson, Parishioner
 The welcoming nature of St. Gerald parishioners has helped Father 
Owen Korte start feeling at home since he took over as pastor in August.
 “People have been complimentary to the homilies I give and ap-
preciative of me being here, and it’s genuine,” he said. “I don’t know if 
people realize it, but the person who goes through the most change is the 
pastor coming in.”
 Fr. Korte is learning the ins and outs of the church and school, and 
he’s found folks to be eager to help and answer his questions. He does 
admit to wanting to accelerate the timetable for implementing some of 
his ideas.
 “I love the cartoon of the monk kneeling down and saying, ‘Lord, 
give me patience, and I want it now,’ “he said, laughing. “I’m a very 
impatient person. If I can’t get something done fast enough, I’ll go do it 
myself. I have to keep myself reined in because that can burn you out.”
 Fr. Korte is more cognizant about handling the stresses of being 
chief administrator of a large parish.
 At his last assignment, St. Patrick’s in Fremont, the 56-year-old said 
he allowed pressures to build up to the point of a major health scare. He 
suffered cardiac arrest last year and required four jolts of a defibrillator 
to re-start his heart.
 Fr. Korte came to St. Gerald after taking five months’ leave in 
Canada, where he spent a good amount of time learning how to better 
deal with stress.
 A couple of immediate concerns, he said, are the parish finances 
and continuing the strong tradition of St. Gerald School.
 He said parishioners should not be surprised to read about fiscal 
issues in the weekly bulletin.
 “I have always believed in putting it right out there in front of 
the people and letting them know what’s going on, good news or bad 
news,” he said. “So my articles are less of a spiritual teaching guide and 
more about letting you know how the family is doing.”
  Fr. Korte is passionate about Catholic education. He said maintain-
ing or growing school enrollment could become a challenge because of 

demographic changes in 
the Ralston area.
 He said he would 
like to hire a recruiting 
director whose job would 
be to work with families 
of prospective students 
and keep classrooms 
full.
 “My gut tells me 
we can’t sit back,” he 

said. “Secular society today is letting people know that’s not important, 
so we have to keep putting it out there that it is important.”
 Of course, stewardship is another priority. He said he would like 
to get new people involved in leadership positions and more people 
involved in parish activities.
 “All you need is one chip out of the mosaic in your life that you can 
call your own and all of a sudden you own the entire mosaic,” he said. 
“You don’t have to be involved in everything to feel like you’re a part of 
the church. You just have to have something beyond sitting in the pew.”
 Fr. Korte, who grew up on a farm north of Clarkson, NE, said he 
was drawn to the priesthood in grade school. 
 He looked up to his childhood pastor in Clarkson, Fr. Kubesh, and 
the Notre Dame Sisters who taught him. His passion was fostered in 
high school by the Benedictines at Mount Michael Abbey and later in 
college theology classes.
 “One thing led to the next, but always, I just wanted to help 
people,” Fr. Korte said. “My basic message in life is that without God in 
your life, you’re just not complete.”
 He was ordained in 1981. Had he not become a priest, Fr. Korte 
said, he would have become an architect. Fr. Korte studied the work of 
Viggo F.E. Rambusch, an architect involved in the building of hundreds 
of churches, and he oversaw the construction of St. Patrick’s in Fremont.
 Fr. Korte’s hobbies include gardening, making pottery and cooking.
 He said he finds time spent around plants and flowers to be a stress 
reliever, along with his daily walk outdoors or on the treadmill. 
 He’s a member of the Omaha Potters Guild. His best creations: a 
soup tureen, a pitcher and a vegetable dip tray.
 And then there is his apple strudel.
 Strudel was the featured dessert at his family’s holiday meals. One 
of his best childhood memories is of watching his mother and a neighbor 
lady getting together to make strudel.
 She passed on the recipe, and Fr. Korte carries on the tradition. †
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Don and Janelle Kleffner and Todd Banchor 
prayed through the night.

Get to Know Father Korte

S
40 days For liFe
 St Gerald parishioners are pictured participating in 40 Days 
for Life. This is an ecumenical endeavor to pray for pro-life 
causes for forty days. Each 24 hour day is assigned to a different 
church in the area.
 Members of the church go to Bellevue and pray peacefully 
on the sidewalk of Dr. LeRoy Carhart’s abortion facility. Dur-
ing the 24 hours assigned to St. Gerald parish, there were two 
babies saved when their mothers changed their minds and 
decided against having an abortion. Thanks be to God!  And 
thanks to all who helped with 40 Days for Life. †

Fr. Korte shares with St. Gerald Greeters.

Fr. Korte takes the Oath of Fidelity during his installation.
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 Throughout his life, this child of poverty who grew up 
to become pope demonstrated great generosity. At age 10, 
Giuseppe wanted to be a priest. His family could not afford to 
educate him, so a parish priest stepped in to help. Giuseppe 
had to walk five miles to school each day. To save the soles of 
his shoes, he carried them over his back.
 During Giuseppe’s years at the seminary, his father died. 
Knowing his family would struggle financially, Giuseppe of-
fered to stay home and help. His mother, however, reassured 
him that God would provide.
 After he was ordained, Giuseppe became assistant pastor in 
the village of Tombolo. His love and kindness extended to ev-
ery parishioner, but most of all, to the poor. Having little of his 
own, he would at times pawn his silver watch in order to be 
more generous with the poor. On the way home from preach-
ing in other parishes, he would give away the stipend he had 
received to those he met in need.
 Soon Father Giuseppe Sarto was assigned to the parish 
of Salzano, whose parishioners were of a higher class. They 
complained to the bishop about having to accept as pastor this 
poor, country priest, but Fr. Sarto won them over with his gen-
erosity and love. He often gave away food and clothing from 
the rectory. He was generous with his time as well, working 
so hard that he usually went to bed after midnight and rose at 
four in the morning. During a cholera epidemic, Fr. Sarto went 
to care for the sick himself, to spare the other priests from pos-
sible infection. He believed strongly in educating children and 
adults in the faith, and worked hard to promote this.
 Fr. Sarto was named bishop in 1884, cardinal in 1893 and in 
1903 he was elected pope. He took the name Pius X. Through-
out his papacy, Pope Pius X’s motto was “to renew all things 
in Christ.” He fought Modernism and tried to live simply. He 
was instrumental in giving aid to disaster victims and was 
known for his continued generosity to the poor.
 The greatest evidence of Pope Pius X’s generosity can be 
seen in his desire to make the Eucharist more readily available 
to the people. He decreed that children receive communion at 
the age of reason, instead of waiting until they were older. He 
urged Catholics to receive communion daily and encouraged 
daily reading of the Bible.
 Pope Pius X had predicted that war would break out in 
1914. When it did, it caused him great suffering. He said, “I 
would gladly give my life to save my poor children from this 
ghastly scourge.” On August 20 of that year, he died. †

Based on The Pillars of Parish Stewardship, Prepared by the Office of Stewardship, 
The Catholic Diocese of Wichita, Kansas

Generosity
 “Give and it shall be given to you.  Good 
measure pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, will they pour into the fold of your gar-
ment.  For the measure you measure with will be 
measured back to you.” (Luke 6: 38)

Stewardship and Generosity
 Generosity is not giving what is easy to give, 
but giving what is hard to give. That is why it is 
possible to give, without being generous. True 
generosity exacts something from the giver. To 
be generous is to give to the point that it costs.  
Those who give generously do so at great cost to 
themselves ... but with much reward later.
 Jesus taught this with the example of the wid-
ow’s mite.  Although the widow’s offering of two 
small coins appeared to be much less than those 
who gave larger amounts, she “put in more than 
all the rest. They made contributions out of their 
surplus, but she, from her want has given what she 
could not afford – every penny she had to live on.” 
(Luke 21: 3-4). The widow gave generously because 
she gave at great personal cost and sacrificed her 
own material comfort for the sake of others.
 Generosity, however, does not end with shar-
ing material goods. To be generous is to give at 
personal cost in all aspects of one’s life.  From let-
ting someone else take credit for an idea shared 
earlier with them, to getting up in the middle of 
the night with a child so that one’s spouse can 
stay in bed; from parking further away from 
church or the grocery store so others can have 
closer spaces, to foregoing a much-anticipated 
day of relaxation in order to care for someone 
else’s needs – all of these can be examples of gen-
erosity.  The test as to whether or not they are, is 
if the giver finds them hard to do.
 Pope John Paul II indicated that as we grow 
with God’s grace in a stewardship way of life, we 
experience an “interior urge” to freely give – no 
matter what the personal cost – and it grows in us.  
And each time we give what is hard for us – wheth-
er time, talent, or treasure, we take one step closer 
to freedom, to perfection, and to eternal life. †
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Stewardship is giving thanks by giving back.

St. Gerald Catholic Church
Business Office 7859 Lakeview
Ralston, NE 68127

Family works 
together on 
Angel Tree
For details 
see page 1

Three centers focus on 
feeding the hungry. 

For details 
see pages 4-5

Advent and Christmas Schedule
December  4th – Great “Advent”ure – Birthday party for Jesus – 96th & Q
December 8th - Immaculate Conception Masses

Date   Location  Time
Tue, Dec 7  96th & Q  6:00pm
Wed, Dec 8  Lakeview  7:00am
Wed, Dec 8  Lakeview  8:15am
Wed, Dec 8  96th & Q  12:15pm
Wed, Dec 8  96th & Q  7:00pm

December 19th – Living Nativity – 96th & Q
December 19th – Parish Penance Service – 7:00pm – 96th & Q
December 25th – Christmas Masses

Date   Location  Time
Fri, Dec 24  96th & Q  4:00pm
Fri, Dec 24  96th & Q  6:00pm
Fri, Dec 24  96th & Q  8:00pm
Fri, Dec 24  96th & Q  Midnight 
       (Choir begins singing at 11:30pm)
Sat, Dec 25  Lakeview  7:00am
Sat, Dec 25  96th & Q  8:00am
Sat, Dec 25  96th & Q  10:00am
Sat, Dec 25  96th & Q  12:00pm


