
Plenary 
Indulgence 

Consecration to Mary 

Consecration to Mary gives all our good 

works and deeds and prayers and 

sacrifices to the Blessed Mother to use as 

she wishes, which is far far better than we 

could ever make use of them. 

This should not discourage us from 

seeking a plenary indulgence just because 

we surrender them all into the Blessed 

Mother’s hands. Our consecration to 

Mary should actually increase our desire 

to seek more plenary indulgences, which 

will benefit us and other family members 

greatly, because our Blessed Mother 

really knows best when it comes to 

bringing us each into a greater 

communion with Christ. 

Our consecration to Mary doesn’t mean 

our prayers and intentions are not valued 

by the Lord and our Mother. On the 

contrary, if you help her in her mission, 

she will make sure to work hard to help 

us with our intentions. We are her 

children. She cares about our intentions, 

but she also wants us to trust her and 

help her accomplish what Jesus is asking 

of her. We do this through our 

consecration to her. 
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Our Lady of Fatima 1917-
2017 

On Sunday May 13th, 1917, the children were 

pasturing their flock as usual at the Cova da 

Iria, which was about a mile from their homes. 

They were playing when suddenly a bright 

shaft of light pierced the air. The lady spoke to 

them and said: “Fear not! I will not harm you.” 

“Where are you from?” the children asked. “I 

am from heaven” the beautiful lady replied, 

gently raising her hand towards the distant 

horizon. “What do you want of me?”, Lucia 

asked. ” I came to ask you to come here for six 

consecutive 

months, on 

the thirteenth 

day, at this 

same hour. I 

will tell you 

later who I am 

and what I 

want.”  



Indulgence 

“An indulgence is a remission before God of 

the temporal punishment due to sins whose 

guilt has already been forgiven. The faithful 

Christian who is properly disposed can 

receive an indulgence under certain 

prescribed conditions through the action of 

the Church. The Church, as the minister of 

redemption, dispenses and applies with 

authority the treasury of the satisfactions of 

Christ and the saints.” Catechism of the 

Catholic Church (n. 1471) 

You can get more than one plenary 

indulgence in your lifetime. As long as you 

met the prescribed requirements you can 

receive a plenary indulgence. 
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In other words, the sacrament of 

reconciliation forgives “eternal 

punishment” (hell) but that doesn’t mean 

that you don’t have to do a little time in 

purgatory (“temporal punishment”) for the 

consequences of your sins. So by receiving 

an indulgence you can reduce the “temporal 

punishment” (purgatory) due you. So 

although our sins are forgiven by the mercy 

of God, it is through God’s justice that we 

must still pay the consequences for our sin. 

Requirements for Attaining 
a Plenary Indulgence 

 Sacramental confession. A single 

sacramental confession suffices for gaining 

several plenary indulgences; the person 

needs to be in state of grace (no mortal 

sins). 

 Holy Communion (doesn’t have to be a 

mass). 

 Prayer for the intention of the Pope. The 

condition of praying for the intention of the 

Pope is fully satisfied by reciting one Our 

Father and one Hail Mary; nevertheless, 

each one is free to recite any other prayer 

according to his piety and devotion. 

 It is further required that all attachment to 

sin, even venial sin, be absent. If the latter 

disposition is in any way less than perfect 

or if the prescribed three conditions are 

not fulfilled, the indulgence will be partial 

only. 

Three Ways to Obtain an 
Indulgence 

For the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady of 

Fatima in Portugal, Pope Francis has decided to grant a 

plenary indulgence opportunity throughout the entire 

anniversary year, which began Nov. 27, 2016 and will end 

Nov. 26, 2017. There are three ways of obtaining the plenary 

indulgence. The faithful must also fulfill the ordinary 

conditions: Go to confession and Communion, be interiorly 

detached from sin, and pray for the intentions of the Holy 

Father. 

1. Pilgrimage to the shrine: “the faithful to make a 

pilgrimage to the Fatima Statue in Portugal and 

participate in a celebration or prayer dedicated to the 

Virgin.” In addition, the faithful must pray the Our 

Father, recite the Creed and invoke the Mother of God. 

2. Prayer before any statue of Our Lady of Fatima: “the 

pious faithful who visit with devotion a statue of Our 

Lady of Fatima solemnly exposed for public veneration 

in any church, oratory, or proper place during the days 

of the anniversary of the apparitions, the 13th of each 

month from May to October (2017), and there devoutly 

participate in some celebration or prayer in honor of 

the Virgin Mary.” Those seeking an indulgence must 

also pray an Our Father, recite the Creed, and invoke 

Our Lady of Fatima. 

3. Application for the elderly and infirm: This applies to 

people who, because of age, illness or other serious 

cause, are unable to get around well. These individuals 

can pray in front of a statue of Our Lady of Fatima and 

must spiritually unite themselves to the jubilee 

celebrations on the days of the apparitions, the 13th of 

each month, between May and October 2017. They also 

must “offer to merciful God with confidence, through 

Mary, their prayers and sufferings or the sacrifices they 

make in their own lives.” 

Written by Maria Ximena Rondon                                                    

Digitally provided courtesy of CatholicCulture.org                          

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?

recnum=11484 


