
One thing’s for sure at St. Gerald Parish, 
cleanliness is next to godliness. During this 
pandemic, cleanliness has been pushed to 
the limit with sanitizing and disinfecting every 
nook and cranny in the parish by St. Gerald’s 
facilities maintenance team, headed by Dan 
Wilson.

The last thing Dan expected when he took over 
as Parish Building Facilitator in September was 
to be hit with a pandemic. However, Dan, who 
earned a bachelor’s degree in construction 
from University of Nebraska at Kearney and 
has 15 years’ experience in the construction 
industry, including a stint with Peter Kiewit and 
Sons, said his first concern was safety. When 
he got word of the closing of the school and 
church due to the pandemic, his first thought 
was, “We still have staff members (working).  
How do we keep this place safe for them?”

“From the very beginning of this pandemic, 
the Archdiocese has given us clear guidelines 
to follow for our safety and the safety of our 
parishioners,” Father Mark Nolte said. Using 
those guidelines and his own research, Dan 
and his team – Greg Nolz, Brian Barnes, Pat 
McElmeel, Charlie McElmeel and Tony Jones 
came up with a plan that involved disinfectants, 
hand sanitizers, and lots of elbow grease. 
Volunteers Ron Bagby, Ken True, Dave Fowler, 
Brian Munchrath, Verl Squire, Rich Walker, 
Mary Wong and many more pitched in to do 
all they could to maintain the church, chapel, 
business office and rectory. “I couldn’t do it 
without my team,” Dan said.

“We spent countless hours after the release of 
school, disinfecting and sanitizing the entire 
school,” Dan said. But they also tried to keep 
the number of their workers to a minimum 
when working in the same building to prevent 
the spread of the virus.

“Hundreds of people commonly touch so 
many surfaces in the church,” Greg Nolz said. 
“Everything from door handles, tops of pews, 
doors, chairs, doorknobs, table tops. So with 
daily masses, funerals and weddings, we start 

at one end with liquid sanitizers, wipe down every possible thing that could 
be touched, go through the entire church to the other end, then come back 
again. After the service, we do it again,” he said. And before he heads home, 
it gets another sanitizing from one end to the other. “Dan and his crew have 
really done an excellent job in making sure everything is wiped down and 
disinfected,” Father Mark said.

One of the things they would never have expected, Dan said, was limiting 
groups to 10 people. They hold video conference meetings for the safety 
and protection of our church staff. They set up a video camera in the church 
for daily live stream and weekend masses.

In spite of the pandemic, Dan has really enjoyed his time with St. Gerald 
parish. “This is the first church that I have belonged to where it truly feels 
like a big family. I have enjoyed meeting and working with the people of this 
parish,” he said. He appreciates all the support from leaders of this parish, 
Father Mark, Father Michael and all of  St. Gerald’s staff and volunteers.“

Parishioner Safety is a Top Priority
By Sherry Wachtler
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Dan Wilson, Building Facilitator and Brian Barnes

Charlie McElmeelGreg Nolz in sanitizing protective gear
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A Message from our Pastor, Fr. Mark Nolte
Welcome back! It has been so exciting to  
see your faces once again at Mass! I also 
want to take this opportunity to extend a 
warm welcome to our new associate pastor, 
Fr. Marcus Knecht, who will be joining us on 
July 1st. 

Looking out at empty pews and praying 
with you and preaching to you through the 
lens of cameras has certainly grown old 
and tiresome. Those of us who have been 

working behind and in front of cameras these past several months 
providing live-streamed Masses have really missed your physical 
presence with us in the church. It just hasn’t been the same without 
you. Although our worship of the Lord is still restricted in some 
capacity, I am sure we will all appreciate, in a much deeper way, the 
gift of community with our Lord and with each other.

We are so grateful to God that He has given us this opportunity to 
once again celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass together as a family 
and to finally receive our Lord in Holy Communion! Having to accept 
all the restrictions and regulations placed on us by our government 
has certainly been a huge challenge for all of us. I want to thank all of 
you for your patience and cooperation in these difficult times. I know it 
hasn’t been easy for any of us. Most especially, I want to thank you for 
your generosity, and for all your prayers and loving support.

I also want to extend a special thanks to Fr. Michael and for his heartfelt 
and sacrificial service to our parish community and school these past 
four years. May the good Lord bless you in abundance as you continue 
to serve Him and His Church through the Ablaze Apostolate. You will 
be deeply missed by all of us, Fr. Michael! Let us continue to pray for 
him and for our parish and school, and for an end to this deadly virus. 
Let us pray, too, for those in our community who are most vulnerable 
and for those who have been infected in any way.

God bless each of you and your families for your generosity and  
for all you do for our parish community and beyond.

www.StGerald.org - Visit our website for news, homilies, Mass times and more. 

Hello, I’m Fr. Marcus Knecht, your 
new Associate Pastor. I grew up 
going to public school in Forest 
City, Iowa (less than two hours 
east of Okoboji) and received my 
BA in Computer Science from 
Wartburg College in Waverly, 
Iowa. I moved to Omaha in 2005 
to work as a Technical Support 
Analyst. It was the perfect job for 
me and I thrived there for a while.

St. James became my parish and I quickly got involved in 
the many young adult activities and Bible studies offered 
throughout the archdiocese for growing in my faith and 
learning about it from an adult perspective. Faith has 
always been important to me and as I got older it also 
became important to share my Catholic faith, offering 

On Holy Thursday the Blessed Sacrament was 
displayed in the window of the sacristy as 

parishioner participated in adoration from the 
safety of their own cars.

During the quarantine photos of parishioners were 
taped to the pews (social distancing was observed) 
so that our priests could feel that they could feel a 

connection to parishioners as they preached. 

real answers to the misunderstandings that many have 
about it. I joined the local boards for Theology on Tap 
and the Pro Sanctity Movement. I also helped the Faithful 
Builders group for Habitat for Humanity. Traveling to many 
countries has been a blessing to me. It is almost a hobby. 
In my spare time I like to socialize by playing all sorts of 
lawn/card/board games. I’m not afraid to try new things. 

In 2010 I answered the call to join the seminary and 
in 2016 graduated from Kenrick-Glennon Seminary of 
St. Louis. My first assignment as a priest was being the 
Associate Pastor at St. Patrick in O’Neill and St. Joseph 
in Amelia. I also taught 9th & 11th grade Theology at St. 
Mary Catholic School in O’Neill. In 2018 St. James parish 
became my second assignment and I visited 1st, 5th, and 
7th graders each week as SJS. I am looking forward to 
serving the parishioners of St. Gerald.  May God bless our 
time together.
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The corona virus pandemic has done nothing to weaken 
the St. Gerald community. In fact, Pastor Father Mark Nolte 
believes the outbreak has shown the parish’s strength. “God 
always brings forth good out of suffering,” he said. “One of 
the things I see happening is it is creating more and more 
community. People are coming together, they’re’ stepping 
up, they’re volunteering with their time, treasure and talent. 
We always preach it, but we see it really happening in this. 
This whole crisis in a way has brought a lot of good. We’ve 
seen so much good coming out of our parishioners. Not that 
we haven’t seen that before, but even more so now.”

The parish’s biggest undertaking has been staying 
connected while the physical church has been shuttered. 
The most illustrative example is the live streaming of daily 
and weekend Masses made possible by the generosity of 
anonymous donors and the work of staff and volunteers. The 
live streams began March 17 and, in addition to the Masses, 
have included the rosary each weekday, Friday Holy Hour, 
the Oasis Prayer Gathering and Ablaze worship.

For the first week or two, an iPhone was the only camera 
used. Then a group of anonymous donors stepped up to 
pay for video equipment costing a total of about $6,000, 
allowing for a higher quality presentation. The parish was 
able to purchase a robotic camera, a computer and other 
video production tools. Besides the robotic camera, which 
hangs over the Baptismal font, two other professional-level 
cameras are used for each live stream. One was loaned by a 
parishioner, the other by Ablaze.

Mark Nelson, director of evangelization and discipleship, 
and parishioner Mary Wong have been fixtures in producing 
every live streamed event. Mary has helped out in other ways 
around the parish during the pandemic and even adjusted 
her work schedule so she could devote more time to the 
church. “I was thinking the other day that she needs to 
start taking a day off from her volunteer role,” Nelson said, 
laughing. “It’s a tremendous gift from her, a sacrifice from 
her to the parish.”

The live streams have been well received, with the weekend 
Masses getting about 700 views and another 2,000 over the 
next several days. Father Mark said he’s been encouraged by 
the response to his call for people to sign up for FlockNote, 
the church communication tool used to keep congregations 
up to date with  important information. “I think the challenge 
I found as a pastor -- I’m not a techie, I’m not a millennial 
-- is that this has forced me to learn to use of technology, 
and I’ve had to lean on the millennial in our leadership,” he 
said. “Even speaking into a camera was very uncomfortable 
at first because I like to look at people. After a couple weeks 
of doing that I got used to it. It’s adjusting to the technology 
and learning you have to be creative and find new ways to 
communicate with the people. We’ve done a fairly good job 
of that. It’s still not the same as having people here, but we 
do the best we can.”

An example of successfully getting the word out to 
parishioners was the response to the drive-up food drive for 
the Tri-City Food Pantry. “I was blown away,” Father Mark 
said. “I heard the final (tally) was 11 van loads. I was over 
in the parish hall that Saturday of the drive and I couldn’t 
believe all the food and basic supplies. It was enormous. It 
never ceases to amaze me, the generosity of our people.”

Volunteers have filled various roles during the pandemic. 
About 25 signed up to make calls to senior parishioners 
to check in on them and run errands. Others have served 
as attendants directing car and foot traffic for confessions. 
Ushers and others have collected drive-through offerings 
after the 5 p.m. and 10a.m. weekend Masses. Others 
distributed blessed palms in the parking lot on the weekend 
of Palm Sunday. “If it wasn’t for the volunteers, it wouldn’t be 
possible,” Father Mark said. “I’m very appreciative of that.”

Nick Olson on video camera during live stream

By Eric Olson

Mary Wong in sound booth during live stream
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The Guardian Angel 
Dinner and Auction 

was held at the 
Fellowship Hall on 

February 22.

Partying to the 
theme of Mardi 

Gras Masquerade 
parish and school 

friends raised over 
$58,000 to support 
St. Gerald Catholic 

School. 

 Jillian Graybill and Maggie Dworak

Volunteers loaded 12 SUVs with 
donations for the Tri-City Food Pantry

 the weekend of April 26.

Troop 377 from St. Gerald participated in the 
annual Scouting for Food Drive. According 
to the Food Bank for the Heartland, here 

in the metro we surpassed last year’s food 
collection by 5,000 pounds. 

St. Gerald Catholic School - Class of 2020

Want to receive electronic newsletters from St Gerald? 
Some parish news and reminders are being sent out 

by text message. Email the office@stgerald.org 
with your email address or cell phone number.

 Alex Tselentis, Chris Wichita, Dave Ullery, Ahren Wonderlich

SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH
Your Sunday offering may be dropped off the church at 96th and 
Q following all live stream weekend Masses. Volunteers will be 
available to safely accept your donation for one hour after each 

scheduled mass both Saturday evening and Sunday morning. 

During the week you may either mail or drop your offering off 
personally at the business office during normal business hours. You 

are also encouraged to sign up for ACH. Your Sunday offering can be 
safely transferred directly from you bank account to St. Gerald. 

The necessary form can be found on our website. 

stgerald.org/give

THANK YOU TO ALL 
WHO DONATED
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Mercy students Sophie Harvat and Madeline Riesberg were named Outstanding 
Seniors at the school’s virtual May Crowning on May 11. The annual award 

winners are chosen by the senior class, faculty and administration because they 
“represent the class in an outstanding way.” Honorees are considered by their 

peers and teachers to be loyal, trustworthy, spirited, compassionate, 
generous and dedicated while also being involved in school activities. 

Sophie will be attending the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to study social work. 

Madeline is planning to attend the University of Nebraska Kearney and will 
double major in chemistry and psychology.

Gross Catholic graduate Madeline 
Thompson was honored with the 
Outstanding Senior award from 

the Rotary Club of the West.  

St. Gerald Catholic School 8th Graders participated in a virtual May Crowning on Sunday May 10. Honored students were 
Connor Rinkol, Emily Lee, Sydney Malesker and Andrew Tselentis. Sydney had the special honor of crowning Mary. 

Dave Spinner and 
Terry Fletcher at 

curbside to collect 
the Sunday offering 
while Deacon Doug 
blesses parishoners 

in cars at a safe 
distance.
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St. Gerald Principal, Christy Keenan, considers St. Gerald 
Catholic School her home. She was in the first kindergarten 
class in 1980. She sent all four of her children to St. Gerald 
School and has worked there for 18 years; a teacher for 
11 years, 4 years as Assistant Principal and 3 years now as 
Principal.

When Spring Break rolled around this year, Principal Keenan 
did not imagine that March 6th would be the last day of 
the school year. Initially they thought that school would be 
delayed another two weeks, they would do extra cleaning 
and the kids could return. As the virus trended up, it 
became apparent that they would need to close for a longer 
period. The staff met and was able to gather and prepare 
student materials in a 48-hour period. Parents picked up the 
materials along with locker contents. On March 19, 2020, 
Governor Pete Rickets issued an order to close all schools 
and extra-curricular activities.

At this point, they switched gears by providing lessons 
electronically for the students. The classroom teachers and 
specialists began taking advantage of many platforms such 
as Google Meet, Zoom, YouTube and Flipgrid. Students 
were able to check out Chromebooks if they didn’t have a 
home computer. Some of the challenges were problems 
with the internet crashing and getting all the students 
to tune in. The counselors helped out getting students 
connected.

The most important element – human interaction – is the 
biggest challenge. The kids want to be in school, they miss 
their friends and teachers. They want to see each other. 

Challenges of Distance Learning

Art teacher Mrs. Teel and 1st Grade teacher Mrs. Trumble

On March 31, several weeks into the quarantine, St. Gerald 
School teachers and staff hosted a “drive by.”  School 

families drove through the school parking lot greeted by 
their the teachers holding signs. Likewise, many of the 

school families had signs greeting the teachers. 

By Bonni Pulte

By using the many free platforms, they were able to put the 
children together for show and tell and other activities. Keenan 
said that St. Gerald is blessed with the parents that have 
stepped up to help their children during this difficult time.

After the urgent video appeal on March 27 regarding the 
financial status of St. Gerald’s Church and School, Keenan said 
that they received a great response from the parishioners and 
was grateful for their generosity.

Many lessons have been learned by the teaching staff in 
effort to do what is best for the students. Some students have 
excelled at individualized platforms. The staff will continue to 
evaluate the types of platforms that the students responded 
to and look at how to move forward. Keenan sent guidelines 
out to the parents with recommendations from the Catholic 
Schools Office that stated how much time each child should 
spend on schoolwork.

The plan is to start school in August. Keenan has set up a 
reopening team. They know that school will look different in 
many ways. There will be new cleaning measures, everyone will 
have their own set of work materials (no communal materials), 
temperature checks, etc. They will be using the guidelines 
established by the Health Department, School Nurse and 
Maintenance Department.

Keenan is not worried about the kids backsliding. She says the 
kids are very responsible. The staff is currently preparing for 
readiness testing and developing the data tools that will help 
the kids get where they need to be. However, a continued 
disruption would be a problem and the school would have to 
be prepared for a stricter curriculum. Keenan is excited for the 
new normal when the kids return to school – she commented 
“It will be a beautiful, glorious day.”

Stay in touch... sign up for FlockNote, “like” us on Facebook, visit our website
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The need was great and calls kept 
coming in asking for more masks. 
St. Gerald’s Quilting and Sewing group 
received the first call on March 20th 
from Mary Beth, daughter of Mary 
Clare Mendick and a nurse at Nebraska 
Medicine. They wanted masks to wear 
over their N95 masks to extend their 
life. This initial call for masks referred 
sewers to Fabric Bash who 
was coordinating a mask drive. Mary 
Clare is a member of the St. Gerald 
Sewing group. 

On that same day, parishioner Kathy 
Yochum, a pharmacist at Nebraska 
Medicine also contacted the sewing 
group. Her inpatient pharmacy group 
needed masks “to use during sterile 
compounding to preserve other 
disposable masks for the front line”. 

Nebraska Medicine also requested help 
fixing scrub pants and shirts that have 
broken or knotted drawstrings. They 
wanted to “mobilize some local sewers 
so we can get these back in rotation 
and on the backs of our hard working 
clinical teams and cleanup teams.” 
Crystalynn Garnatz, a parishioner, 
passed this request on to the group, 
saying that the gowns would be 
sterilized before being handed off to 
the volunteers. Chrystalynn was also 
a part of the group organizing the 
“Million Mask Challenge” in Omaha. 

The Douglas County Health Department 
partnered with the Eastern Nebraska/
Western Iowa Medical Reserve Corps 
(MRC) to launch “Masks for the Many.”  
The masks were not intended to be 
medical or surgical quality masks, 
but the kind of masks our residents 
can wear as they go about their daily 
lives. “Masks for the Many will show 
Nebraskans at our best,” Health 
Director Dr. Adi Pour said. “It’s a chance 
to donate time and talent, plus a few 
simple materials to help our community.  
Together we will beat COVID-19.”

The group received another request 
from Nebraska Medicine for a new 

My Mask Protects You – Your Mask Protects Me

Submit your photographs and story ideas for the newsletter to stgeraldspiritlink@gmail.com

By Joan Squire

Joan Squire sewing a mask, about a 
15 minute project from start to finish.

Gwen Lofgren shared masks with her 
daughter and son-in-law, Susan and 

Rob  Siegmund, to use in their business, 
Siegmund Physical Therapy

project, Sewing for Seniors. The 
latest project requested masks for 
nursing home, hospice, etc.

Members of the St. Gerald Quilting 
and sewing group prepared kits 
for other members to sew, enough 
6”x9” fabric pieces and 7” elastic 
bands to sew 10 masks. When the 
mask project first started no elastic 
could be found in local stores. 
Others had already depleted the 
stock. The solution: Paula Stanton 
reports that the group purchased 
on line over 430 yards of elastic, a 
parishioner donated a spool of 75 
yards and some of the sewers had 
elastic in their sewing stash at home. 
Despite the urge to socialize after 
missing 2 monthly meetings and  
shared sewing time, the members 
maintained no-contact. The kits and 
finished masks were picked up and 
dropped off at the doorstep of either 
Gwen Lofgren or Paula Stanton. 

The response of the quilting and 
sewing group members is amazing. 
Gwen reports that so far 1950 
masks have been made and the 
women are still sewing. Some of the 
organizations who received masks 
are: One World over 700, A Million 
Masks 131, Nebraska Medicine over 
50, Methodist 75, UNMC 156, St 
Gerald’s priests and organizations 
186, NFM 69. Additional masks 
have been given to different food 
distribution organizations, family 
and friends, small businesses, 
grocery stores, pharmacies, MRC, 
and retirement communities, among 
others. Gwen said, “Every person 
had some place personal they 
donated masks.” The group also 
attached buttons to 170 headband 
‘ear savers’ for One World staff and 
Jo Perkins made 25 surgical caps for 
Children’s. 

The battle against COVID-19 
continues and the women of the  
St. Gerald Quilting and Sewing 
group are doing their part one 
mask at a time.
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ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement:
Led by the Holy Spirit, we are a Catholic community of faith whose primary purpose is to 

know Jesus, to love Him, and to serve Him in serving others. Sent to make disciples, 
we invite and welcome everyone to come and share our Master’s joy.

www.StGerald.org www.StGerald.org

TIMES AND LOCATIONS MAY CHANGE, FOR UPDATED INFORMATION PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE

MASS: 96th and Q only

 Daily at 12:15pm

 Saturday 5:00pm

 Sunday 8:00am and 11:00am

Our Vision:   Encountering Jesus  ·  Making Disciples  ·  Transforming Lives

CONFESSIONS: 96th and Q only

 3:00-4:30pm

Adoration Chapel is open from 6:00am-10:00pm

  
Live Stream Masses at www.stgerald.org


