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St. Gerald Blessed with Three New Deacons
Newly ordained St. Gerald deacons Wayne Reed, Fred
Abboud and John True spent years discerning whether they
were being called to the diaconate.
For Wayne, clarity came at the strangest of times.
"I was in the middle of watching a really exciting Husker game
on TV, and the game was close and it was getting toward the
end," he said. "All of a sudden I felt called to just leave my house
and go to the chapel and pray.
"It was kind of a big moment for me," he added. "I knew God
was calling me to some things I hadn't done before, so I just
really started to open myself up and change and become more
vulnerable to Jesus and the Spirit."
Wayne, Fred and John all began formation in September
2013, and they were among 11 men ordained May 6 by
Archbishop George Lucas at St. Cecilia Cathedral.
Deacons serve a vital role in the Church, visiting the sick,
teaching the faith, counseling, working on parish committees
and advising the pastor. Deacons can baptize, witness
marriages, perform funeral and burial services outside of Mass
and perform other liturgical tasks.
Wayne, 53, and his wife Angi married and became St.
Gerald parishioners 17 years ago. They have three children
ages 9 to 15. He's a supervisor for probation and parole for
the state of Iowa.

Deacon John
and Patty True

by Eric Olson, Parishioner

Wayne said he had no exposure to religion growing up.
Before they were married, Angi asked Wayne if he wanted to go
to Mass with her, and the experience changed him. He went
through RCIA in the late 1990s.
"I'm kind of convinced God brought her to me," Wayne said.
"I think she was kind of my first angel or first disciple."
Fred, 36, and his wife Marie joined St. Gerald in 2004, right
after they were married. They have six children, ages 11 months
to 9 years. Fred is an attorney who currently works as a legal
consultant. He is also active with the Thomas More Society.
"My wife is a woman of extreme faith, and her faith always
inspired me," Fred said. "I grew up not really having that
strength of the faith. I went to church and went through the
motions. I didn't pray at home or outside church. Once I left
church on Sunday I went back to my regular life and said, 'See
you next week.'
“But my wife, she prayed all the time and was really strong in
her faith, and that really made me want to grow in my own faith."
He began exploring the diaconate in his late 20s after having
conversations with Deacons George Butterfield, Steve Luna and
Tom Valasek and former St. Gerald Pastor Gary Ostrander.
"I feel like that was the Lord speaking to me through those
people, and He was calling me to do this," Fred said.

NEW DEACONS continued on page 2

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement

We are a Catholic faith community devoted to becoming a dynamic center of worship.
We challenge ourselves to lead lives patterned after Jesus.
With gratitude we share our faith, talents, gifts, and resources
so that more people experience God's love.
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Three New Deacons
continued from page 1

Newly ordained Permanent Deacons Wayne Reed,
Fred Abboud, and John True pose with Pastor
Fr. Mark during the evening reception held Saturday,
May 6 in the Fr. Larry Dorsey Fellowship Hall.

Father Gary didn’t discourage Fred, but he did tell him he
would have to wait. Deacons are required to be at least 35 at the
time of ordination. Fred began formation at 32 and was ordained
just over three years later.
“I’m the youngest person in my class – by far,” he said.
In addition to being a deacon in the Roman Catholic Church,
Fred also has faculties in the Eastern Catholic Rite because his
Great Grandfather was an Eastern Catholic priest. There are few
Eastern Catholics in Omaha, and Fred said his only task in that
denomination will be serving in the Byzantine Liturgy held at St.
Gerald Lakeview on Saturdays.
John, 62, and his wife Patty have been parishioners since
1999 and have been married 41 years. They have four adult
children, six grandchildren and two other kids they call their
"adopted grandchildren." John is a cost accountant for Oatey,
a plumbing supply company.
John is a cradle Catholic who said he fell away from the Faith
during his high school and college years. He had what he called

a “significant conversion experience” at age 26 and came back
to the church. His and Patty’s spirituality deepened when they
participated in a since-disbanded charismatic prayer group at
St. Gerald, and he began considering the diaconate. He decided
he wanted to enter formation after he attended an inspiring
retreat in January 2012.
"I just felt a call from the Lord,” he said, “and I always was
interested in preaching. We'll see how accomplished I am at it.
The point is, I was always interested in serving the Lord that way.
When I saw (other deacons) doing it, I thought I would like to do
that."
In his spare time, John enjoys spending time with his
grandchildren and bicycling.
The addition of Wayne, Fred and John bring the number of
active deacons at St. Gerald to seven.
"I love St. Gerald's," John said, "and I feel privileged to have
the opportunity to serve at St. Gerald's."

4TH GRADE CLASS VISITS
LINCOLN, NE

Each year, the 4th grade class
goes on a field trip to Lincoln,
Nebraska where they have a full
day of activities planned. This
year's April 20 visit included a
visit to the State Capitol Building
and Memorial Stadium. The
students also got very excited
because they were able to drive
to Lincoln on a “tour bus.” The
cost of the bus was sponsored by
the funds raised through the
Home & School’s Walk of Pride
fundraiser. (See page 4.)
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Christy Keenan, New Principal at St. Gerald Catholic School
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by Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner

St. Gerald Catholic School is more than a workplace for
Christy Keenan, recently hired as new principal for the
2017-2018 school year. St. Gerald School is home.
It’s been home to Christy nearly every year since she
walked through the door in 1980 as part of the school’s very
first kindergarten class. She has so many fond memories
of those early days at St. Gerald School.

Ever since Christy was a student in Connie Golden’s sixthgrade class, she knew she wanted to be a teacher. “The reason
I went into teaching was Connie Golden,” she said. “Mrs.
Golden just had a way of tapping into each of us and making
learning fun and exciting.”
Her own parents were a strong influence in her life. “Education
was at the forefront of everything we did,” Christy said. Her dad,
the late Jack Gohr, was a professional engineer and her mother,
Loretta, was always at home after school to see that Christy and
her brother Pat had a snack and did their homework.
Christy’s children are all products of St. Gerald School.
Daughter Taylre is following in her mother’s footsteps as she
graduated in May from the University of Nebraska at Kearney with
a degree in education. Daughter Mackenzie is a freshman at Metro
Community College; son Nolan, 16, just finished his sophomore
year at Ralston High School, and daughter Reece will be a
seventh-grader at St. Gerald next fall.
After Christy earned her bachelor’s degree from University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and worked in Omaha Public Schools for four
and a half years, she came back to St. Gerald where she was
fourth-grade teacher for 10 years. Then she went back to that
very first room she entered in 1980. This time, she came as the
teacher replacing her own kindergarten teacher, Judy Morrison,
who was retiring.

Gerald Catholic School
Christy Keenan, Principal - St.

For Christy, it’s more than a school. “It’s community,” she
said. “We have a tight-knit family.” A positive force at the
school is the large number of volunteers, many of whom
are family members. “We are fortunate. We have
grandparents, aunts, moms and lots of family members
helping in the garden, in the lunchroom and in the
classroom.” Her own mother, Loretta Gohr, reads to
kindergartners every week.

Christy also earned a master’s degree in reading from the
University of Nebraska at Omaha. “Former principal, Michala
Jacobson tapped me for administration and I became assistant
principal,” she said, although she hadn’t previously thought about
administration. St. Gerald Principal Michaela Goerke helped her
apply for financial help from The Ignite the Faith Campaign to work
on an advanced degree in administration. “It’s been the perfect
storm,” she said “The right influential people at the right time.”
She was awarded her second master’s degree in education
leadership from Creighton University in May and will replace
Principal Goerke who retired at the end of the 2016-17
school year.
“I feel incredibly blessed to serve at the school that provided
me a solid Catholic education," she said.

Congratulations!

2017 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

GROSS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL:
Rosie Brokke, daughter of Kim and Greg Brokke
Emily Thomas, daughter of Kevin Kleine and Shane Thomas

MERCY HIGH SCHOOL:
Rena Lee, daughter of Meg and Robert Lee

SKUTT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL:
Andrew Chlebinski, son of Jennifer and Tim Chlebinski
CREIGHTON PREP HIGH SCHOOL:
Kevin Prososki, son of Shannon and John Prososki
(Kevin won the highest scholarship available to Prep
students. It is awarded only to the top 15 test takers.)
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This year's Walk was moved inside due to the cold and
rainy weather. The kids danced and held activities in the
gym as an alternative.

April 21 Walk of Pride

With the support of many in the parish and
community, St. Gerald School exceeded their goal
and raised $40,155.13. One hundred percent of the
funds raised will be used to support the education of
the more than 386 Pre-K to Eighth Grade students.
The Walk of Pride funds help our school provide
classroom enrichment activities, offer scholarships to
families in need, celebrate the Sacraments, sponsor
teacher appreciation events, support professional
development opportunities for our teachers, and
much more. Thank you for your continued support
and dedication to Catholic education at St. Gerald
School! St. Gerald Home and School Association.

Above left: Mrs. Goerke is pictured catching a pancake
(circled). All kids were treated to the Pancake Man for
lunch that day.

Confirmation

Archbishop
Emeritus Eldon
Curtis greets the
Confirmation
candidates.
61 students from the
St. Gerald Family
Formation and
from St. Gerald
School were
confirmed on
Saturday, May 13.

First Holy Communion

St. Gerald School students and St. Gerald Family
Formation students line up to process into Mass on
Sunday, April 23 for their First Holy Communion.

May Crowning

May Crowning was held on Friday May
12. Pictured is the May Crowning Court
- girls listed left to right:
Emily Thompson, Sami Pelan,
Meghan Munchrath, Rena Lee and
McKenzie Balis; boys listed left to right:
Joe Rife, Kevin Prososki, Andrew Hood,
Nicholas Nigro, and Andrew Chlebinski

Outdoor Ed 2017
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St. Gerald School 6th Grade students
participated in Outdoor Ed held at the 4-H
Camp near Gretna on April 20 and 21. The
purpose of Outdoor Ed is to immerse the
students in science exploration, natural
resources education, healthy decision
making and leadership/citizenship training.
The program is planned by Mrs. Baker,
the 6th grade science teacher. She is
assisted by 6-7 other staff persons and
several long-time volunteers from the parish
who attend for all or part of the program and
assist with various pieces of the experience.
In addition many parents come to observe
and help chaperone.

Fr. Foster Golf Tournament

The Fr. William Foster Memorial Golf Tournament was held Saturday,
May 13 at Tara Hills Golf Course. One of the teams participating
were Mike Kirchner, Reese Blount, Mark Martinsen, and Frank
Remus, with Mike Nash. The tournament is a benefit for the
St. Gerald Fr. Foster Endowment Fund.

YDisciple 2017

Pictured left, 8th Grade YDisciple students volunteered in the kitchen at the
Open Door Mission. Top photo, left to right: Michaela Bluvas, Katie True, and
McKenzie Moore are packing lunches to be delivered to the homeless.

Bottom photo, left to right: Michaela Bluvas, Malia Chantiam, leader
Sarah Chantiam, Carlee Lee, Alaria Bode, and leader Christine True.

Women of Grace

Women of Grace held a Celebration Social
on May 16th. A total of 59 women have
now completed the Women of Grace Study
where they meet great women saints,
learn more about the Catholic Faith and
Sacred Scripture, and come into a closer
relationship with Jesus Christ and
the Blessed Mother, while learning about
our call and gift of our femininity
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Far left: The
Lakeview Chapel
is adorned with
icons that
become part of
the Divine Liturgy.

Byzantine Catholic Church at St. Gerald
The Byzantine Catholic Church holds services every Saturday
at 4:00 p.m. at our St. Gerald Chapel on 78th and Lakeview.
What is the Byzantine Catholic Church? That is a question our
Deacon George Butterfield asked several years ago.
The Byzantine Catholic Church traces their foundation to the
start of Christianity. The Great Schism of 1054 AD split the
Byzantine east and Roman Catholic west church due to many
religious and political events. After many years of disagreement
the Second Vatican Council directed, "that each individual ...
Rite should retain its traditions … and that they should
"preserve their legitimate liturgical rite and their established way
of life…”. The Byzantine Catholic Church is in full communion
with Rome and the Pope.
After his study of the Byzantine Catholic Church and its rich
history, Deacon George wanted to serve the Byzantine church as
well as St. Gerald as a deacon. He received permission from the
Ruthenian Byzantine Bishop John Kudrick in Parma, Ohio.
The Omaha Byzantine community began with monthly prayer
services on weeknights. About 60 people are associated with the
community. Through a grassroots effort by Matt Willkom, radio
producer for KVSS Spirit Catholic radio, and the assistance of
Bishop John Kudrick, the community found a worship location at
the monastery of the Poor Clare Sisters in Gretna. An advisory
board was formed at that time that included, Matt Willkom,
George Butterfield, Fred Abboud, and several others. In January
2017, George received permission from Fr. Mark to move the
Byzantine services to the Lakeview Chapel.
Fred Abboud, one of St. Gerald's newest deacons, also serves
as a deacon for the Byzantine Catholic Rite. Fred's great
grandfather was a Melkite Byzantine, which means his
grandfather, father, himself and his children are also Melkites. With
permission of the bishops, through Fred 's ordination as Roman
Catholic deacon he is also able to serve as a Byzantine deacon
What we Roman Catholics call “the Mass” is called “Divine
Liturgy”, and “Typika" is a service of Holy Communion without
a priest. Some of the many differences between the “Mass”,

Left:
Deacons George
and Fred wear
“Sticharions.”
the main
garments worn
by priests and
deacons.

by Bonni Pulte, Parishioner

“Divine Liturgy" and "Typika” are not only in terminology but also
in actions as they are chanted with a cantor leading the music.
Most Byzantine Catholic churches do not have kneelers and
worshipers stand during most of the service.
The main body of the Byzantine church is called the nave,
which is the gathering place of the assembly, the Body of Christ.
The liturgical vestments called “Sticharion” are worn by the
priest and deacon. Icons are an important part of the Divine
Liturgy. Prayers are chanted and incense is used during most of
the service.
Some of the other differences between the Roman Catholic
and Byzantine Rite are:
The Sign of the Cross is opposite of the Roman Catholic,
from right to left instead of left to right. It seems backwards,
but they did the sign of the cross in this manner before the
Roman Catholics.
The Seven Sacraments are similar but celebrated differently
– Baptism, Chrismation (Confirmation) and the Eucharist are
initially administered together to infants and adults joining the
Church. Confession is similar to the Roman Catholics. The
Mystery of Anointing is administered not just to the dying, but to
anyone in need of healing. Marriage and Ordination are not seen
as exclusive. A married man who is called to serve as a deacon
or priest may be ordained to the deaconate or higher but a single
man once ordained may not later take a wife.
During an elaborate Communion Ritual the leavened bread
is cut into strips/cubes that are placed in the wine. The faithful
receive communion by spoon from the priest and/or deacon.
They cross their arms over their heart, open their mouth and do
not extend the tongue. They do not touch the spoon and don’t
say Amen. They are receiving the body, blood, soul and divinity
of our Lord.
Thank you Deacon George and Deacon Fred, for your service
in both traditions and your enthusiasm for the Catholic Faith.
Visit stgerald.org for more photos and information.

St. Gerald Catholic Church
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by Joan Squire, Editor and Parishioner

Family bonds are strong. As a family, Leah Warner and
her three children were received into the Catholic Faith on
Holy Saturday. Leah was baptized Catholic as a child but
had not received any other sacraments. While growing up,
her family had attended St. Gerald mostly on Christmas
and Easter. Leah's own children had not been baptized.

The family's journey of faith started with the curiosity of
Leah's oldest son Alex, age 20. He had a Catholic girl
friend and Leah's friend John is also Catholic. And then of
course there is Leah's grandfather Dave Vojtech, a long
time member of St. Gerald. Alex's interest spurred his
mother and the rest of the family to attend Mass. After
three or four Sundays, they decided to register for the
parish and then signed up for RCIA.
Dave Vojtect says he can not take any credit for Leah's
family joining the Church. He always prayed for them and
gives the credit to the Holy Spirit. He has always been
included in birthday parties and other family events and
has attended some of the kids ball games. Dave was a
mentor for Alex during the RCIA process this past year.
The younger children, Zane, 11, and Lacee, 9, along
with their mom attended Family Formation. Zane and
Lacee also completed the WinGS program so that they
would be ready for the sacraments of Reconciliation and
First Communion.

Zane and Lacee attend Blumfield Elementary School.
Zane enjoys basketball and football; Lacee plays softball.
Alex is a student at the University of Nebraska Omaha. Leah
has worked at Jimbo's Diner in La Vista for 17 years. She
says that she enjoys recognizing familiar faces at both church
and the diner.

Pictured left to right, bottom to top:
Lacee, Grandpa Dave, Zane, Alex, Fr. Mark,
Leah, and Fr. Michael.

Leah says that RCIA was a wonderful experience. "Deacon
George Butterfield was a fantastic teacher and Bonnie
McDowall was great as a mentor."

Leah hopes to continue to learn and is looking forward to
adult programs at St. Gerald. The family will also continue to
grow together in faith as Leah, Zane and Lacee continue
participating in St. Gerald's Family Formation program.

RCIA 2017

Congratulations to those who were
received into the Catholic Faith at the Easter
Vigil, April 15, 2017. (All are L to R)

Front row: Kara Marisa Hankins
Yaba Joliane Gnakadja
Vincent Michael Rosso
Lacee Kae Marie Warner
Zane Matthew Ryan Warner
Nicholas James Driggs
Alexander Knight Warner

Middle row: Simone Gorebe Bahena
Sally Kay Carroll
Julie Ann Carroll
Jaiden Nicole Stickney
Kaleah Marie Vojtech Warner
Top row: Deacon George Butterfield

Warner Family’s
Faith Journey
See page 7
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WE WELCOME YOUR INPUT!

Do you have a story idea for SpiritLink? We’d like to hear from you.
Send your suggestions to: StGeraldSpiritLink@gmail.com

ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH - MASS AND CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Mass Times

Church - 96th and Q Street

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview

Sunday

Daily 8:15 am (M-Sat), Rosary begins at 7:45 am

Saturday 5:00 pm

8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm

Daily 12:15 pm (M-F), Rosary begins at 11:45 am
Holy Days (day) 12:15 pm, 7:00 pm
Church - 96th and Q Street

Monday-Friday 12:00 -12:15 pm
First Fridays 11:45 am

Each Saturday 3:00 - 4:30 pm

✁

Sunday 7:00 am

Holy Days (eve) 6:00 pm,

(day) 7:00 am, 9:00 am (children's)

Reconciliation Times

Chapel - 78th and Lakeview
Monday-Friday 8:00 am

First Fridays-Saturdays 7:45 am

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is also offered after all weekday and weekend Masses.

Check the entire schedule online at http://stgerald.org

