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Kim Kozelichki

Attitude Makes all the Difference

K

By Deb Banchor, Parishioner
Kim Kozelichki is at home in St. Gerald parish. She grew up
in Ralston and has attended St. Gerald her entire life. She and her
husband, Todd, were married here 18 years ago after dating during
college at Northwest Missouri State. Kim attended college on a tennis and academic scholarship, majoring in psychology with a minor
in business. Tennis was a big part of Kim’s life and she competed
competitively from junior high school through college. After college
she went on to a successful career that allowed her to travel to work
with her clients. She loved the work and seeing other parts of the
country.
Kim continued to play tennis but began having physical problems that were very apparent on the court. Her mother played tennis
with her and witnessing these problems told Kim that she needed to
see a doctor. That ultimately led to the diagnosis at age 26 of multiple
sclerosis. She remembers being “devastated” by the news. She had
been healthy her whole life, was moving up the corporate ladder and
knew nothing about the disease. As the disease progressed Kim was
confined to a wheelchair.
Kim took part in a trial drug treatment that, although not a
cure, allowed her to abandon the chair. Now she goes to a gym
designed for people with neurological disorders three times a week. Kim has moved
beyond the initial devastation to the point
that now she says, “it’s no big deal. God
sees me through it.”
Kim does not let anything get in her
way of sharing her time and talents with
those around her. Her “favorite” ministry
is lectoring. Her face lights up and she has
a huge smile as she talks about how she
loves “communicating the word of God to
others.” She adds that she “never wants to
take credit, it’s His way. When I’m lectoring it’s the Holy Spirit talking through
me.” She said lectoring also helps her grow
in her spiritual life.
Working in the parish library once
a month is another way Kim is involved.
She is also involved with various activities
in the Women’s Group. She has helped
Kim lectoring.
to serve dinner at the Ronald McDonald

House and is part of the
“best spiritual book group”
there is. She enjoys the book
group very much and says
“the more I can learn the
better.” In the past Kim has
been an RCIA mentor and
she and Todd have worked
the penny drop game at the
festival.
Kim stays busy. She
plays the piano and has a 2
year old chocolate lab named
Honey.
Outside of our parish
Kim helps a neighbor who
Todd and Kim Kozelichki.
also has multiple sclerosis.
This family has a teenage
daughter whom Kim is very close to and they do mother/daughter
things when her mother is unable to.
Each week Kim greatly enjoys spending an hour at adoration.
She says it is a time to “be still, pray the
rosary, give thanks to God and ask him,
‘What do you want me to do today?
What is it that I am not seeing?’” It is
during this hour that she feels at peace
and nothing feels forced. Sometimes she
sits with her eyes closed or at other times
looks at the stained glass and remembers
the Bible stories they represent. It is a
time of joy.
Kim encourages everyone to take a
look at themselves and evaluate how they
can use their interests for the benefit of
others. Maybe inviting someone to attend
Mass, mentoring in RCIA or finding other
possibilities to reach out. She says that
“there are always opportunities. Todd and
I are always looking for some new way to
be involved. Getting new perspectives and
not seeing the same people do the same
things brings life to everyone. †

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement
We are a Catholic faith community devoted to becoming a dynamic center of worship.
We challenge ourselves to lead lives patterned after Jesus. With gratitude we share our faith, talents,
gives and resources so that more people experience God’s love.

Stewardship of Faith, Parish
Life and Parish Priorities

S

By Rev. Owen Korte, Pastor

Stewardship of Faith

Our parish is entering into an exciting phase of its life and longevity. This being the Year of Faith, the
parish has embarked on an ambitious schedule of prayer, catechesis and reflection. The purpose of this
Year of Faith is the same as the purpose of Vatican II. We are to heal the rift between our Faith and our
everyday lives.
Our great American experiment, now entering its 236th year, has survived many a crisis as well
as periods of great peace and prosperity. This time in which we now live is a time of secularism which
seeks to get rid of anything that can be considered myth or fancy. Secularism cannot tolerate religion
because things of faith are by definition based on divine revelation.
This rift has treated religion and faith as a disease which at best can be tolerated and at worst must be eradicated. Our present Holy Father has
taken the challenge head-on and has spoken directly to the problem by saying and proving that faith and reason are very compatible. This brings us
back to the very purpose of Vatican II. It was to help us find the bridge that spans the divide created by secularism. That span is made up of a call to
holiness whereby we Catholics take seriously our faith and live it in our daily lives.
In order for this to happen we have to become educated in our Catholic faith. If after our confirmation we stopped learning about our religious
creed, morals, sacraments and prayer, we will not be able to make it in this world where our faith is disparaged by every home-spun atheist, new age
writer, or late-night comedian. My call to you is: Learn something, read something, attend something, grow your faith. It won’t happen by itself. Take it
seriously and get on board – the Year of Faith is your opportunity.

Stewardship of Parish Life

You will be able to respond to another kind of opportunity for your serious consideration this coming January. The Long-Range planning process
that is now underway is looking at the needs of our parish out into the future. We shared with you many of these issues as part of our “Taking Care of
our Home” mini-campaign.
The “Taking Care of Our Home” campaign has already accomplished a number of important things. We added wireless Internet access throughout the school building, added Mimio Board technology to nearly all our classrooms and provided laptops to all our teachers. We
improved the sound system in the gym, remodeled the stage and added video technology to that space, we worked with OPPD to upgrade all the lighting in the school to meet energy saving guidelines. The playground was expanded adding enough new space to allow for future playground equipment (funds now being raised via HOPE sales), we eliminated our parish debt, we bought new lunch room tables and we did some parking lot repair at
both parish campuses. And finally, we are funding the Long-Range Planning Process working with the Architects at BCDM to help us plan the prudent
use of our buildings and property.
Within the past year we completed a set of parish goals with the challenge to accomplish them over the next five years. These goals came from
input received from you in a parish survey completed about a year ago. This survey told us where the parish is and what the wishes of our parishioners
are. The “Taking Care of our Home” campaign took care of some of the things that showed up in the survey—especially eliminating the parish debt.
But the goal setting laid out an important direction that the parish efforts must take to respond to the needs of the parish. In particular: We want to do
a better job of being Hospitable and Welcoming; we want to utilize all means possible to provide better Communication; we want to figure out ways to
reach out to the many un-churched and uninvolved parishioners—all this under the banner of Evangelization and we want to have a more sustainable
financial base that will give us confidence to carry out the various parish ministries.
These goals are seeing some progress and development as we encourage each parishioner and each organization to find ways he/she/they can
move to implement the goals. Some of these goals will only be accomplished with much sweat and time. We need good leaders to make some of them
happen. Our Leadership Meetings will throw light on the needs and may raise up new enthusiastic leaders in our parish to move us forward.

Stewardship of Parish Priorities

An additional stewardship opportunity is a result of our seeing ourselves as members of a larger community. We are a parish within the Archdiocese of Omaha and we are a Catholic Community within the Universal Church. Sometimes I feel we forget this connection. Like all parishes, we
have a tendency to think only of our own needs and our own world as if it is all there is. One example of this is our efforts is how we accepted the New
Translation of the Roman Missal. We can be proud of our efforts but we built on the work that came from Rome and the Holy Father.
As a parish within the Archdiocese of Omaha we have to see ourselves as part of a larger church. Although we have our identity and style there is
a character quality that can come from being part of that larger Church. It is evidenced when we gather together at the Cathedral with our Archbishop,
the Priests, Deacons and Religious as well as the faithful from around the Archdiocese. It is evidenced when Archbishop Lucas comes to our parish for
confirmation and other such occasions. Being obedient to him and following his leadership is part of what it means to be a Catholic. So, even in our connection to the larger church we have to practice generosity. We simply cannot negate this connection with the statement, “what’s in it for me?” We are
one Church, one family of Faith.
Soon we will embark on a major Archdiocesan Campaign so that we can have the resources to support our Church of Northwest Nebraska well
into the future. I support the effort. I have participated in the months of consultation meetings, I have seen many give their input and be seriously listened to. The Archdiocese does have needs that we can help with and we are part of those needs and will benefit directly from the work of this upcoming Campaign. I want us to be prepared for this Campaign by having prioritized our own needs with input from parishioners and collaborative goal
formation. If we can have our ducks in a row we can work together with the Archdiocese to accomplish what is needed for that larger church and what
is needed for this local Church. †
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Spiritual Book
Book Club
Spiritual
Club

Submitted by Joan Squire, Parishioner

SERENDIPITY: The faculty or phenomenon of
finding valuable or agreeable things not sought for.
(Merriam Webster)
I should not have been surprised that serendipity
would play a role in the St. Gerald Spiritual Book Club.
Since February 2012 a group of six to eight St.
Gerald women have been meeting to read and discuss
“spiritual” books. We are not theologians, nor did we
ask a theologian to set up a reading list for us. In the
course of our usual activities we have stumbled across
an eclectic and serendipitous reading list.
We started by reading The Story of a Soul, the autobiography of St. Therese of Lisieux. Born in 1873, she
died at the age of 24 and was canonized a saint in 1925.
In 1997 Pope John Paul II declared her the thirty-third
Doctor of the Church, the youngest person, and only
the third woman to be so named. St. Therese , called the
“Little Flower of Jesus”, wanted to prove her love for
God by “scattering flowers, ... a little sacrifice, a single
glance, a single word; by making profit by the very
smallest actions, by doing them all for love.”
Contrast that relationship with God to that of Kathleen Norris, a poet, a Presbyterian and a Benedictine
oblate. In Dakota, A Spiritual Geography, we shared Ms.
Norris’ experience of discovering the spirituality of the
Great Plains when she inherited her grandmother’s
farm in Lemmon, South Dakota and moved there from
New York City. The move instigated the revival of the
religious heritage of her family. Participating in church
life in the small town she learned “that church is to be
participated in and not consumed. . . The point is not
what one gets out of it, but the worship of God.” As
she looks at our consumer culture she realizes that “all
time is holy, use it well.”
Jesuit Richard Leonard asks, Where the Hell is God?
Fr. Leonard’s sister had been a missionary with Blessed
Mother Teresa of Calcutta. When she returned home
to minister to the indigenous of Australia she became a
paraplegic as the result of an auto accident on a trip from
the outback. The natural response to such a tragedy is
“how can something so awful happen to such a generous person? How can God do such a thing?” Fr. Leonard
explains how over time he came to some resolution of
these questions and shares with us part of what we can
do in light of tragedy and disaster. Our first response
is to pray for God to stop evil and disasters. However,
God does not stop the nature of creation and its forces in
motion. But we can pray for God to change us so that we
can change the world and deal with tragedy.

Intercessory Prayer by Sr. Ann Shields
Lord, you know the needs of those I love. You
know the pain; you know the fear. You know the
anxiety and the struggle. I know, Lord, that what
they need most is to come to you. Bring them to
yourself, Lord, that they may have fullness of life
in you. Show me how to pray for them, so that they
may receive everything that you have for them, in
the way and in the time that you have ordained.
O Lord, hear my prayer and let my cry come unto
you. Amen.
From Shields, Fire in My Heart, Copyright 2004 Servant
Books, Franciscan Media. Reprinted with permission of
Franciscan Media.

Sr. Ann Shields in her book Fire in my Heart touches
on the same topic. We all know and love people with
needs and problems. We want their needs to be met;
to be saved from cancer, to find a job, and we pray
to that end. Sr. Ann reminds us that God knows our
loved ones better than we do. He knows their needs. He
always answers our prayers but the answer may not be
the one we were looking for.
Sr. Ann is writing about intercessory prayer. She
says an intercessor “stands in the gap” for others. God
wants us to join in prayer with Jesus, “standing in the
gap for those without faith, those in sin, those too ill to
pray.”
The story of Warsaw zookeepers Jan and Antonina
Zabinski is told in The Zookeeper’s Wife, by Diane Ackerman. The Zabinskis aided the Polish resistance by hiding
and assisting in the smuggling of Jews to safety. In the
course of his work Jan Zabinski met a man named Korczak who ran an orphanage for Jewish children. Eventually Korczak accompanied the children to Treblinka
and with many of them died there. Poles claim him as a
martyr. Israelis revere him as one of the “Thirty-six just
men whose pure souls make possible the world’s salvation.....Their good deeds keep the too wicked world from
being destroyed.” The 36 fill in the “gap.”
Amazingly, the randomly selected books of the
club’s reading list have many serendipitous connections. You may want to give one of them a try or find
another inspirational book among the many available
in the St. Gerald Library. The library is open after every
weekend Mass. †
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Pastoral Council Works on Goals
By Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner

S

St. Gerald’s Pastoral Council members
may have a huge responsibility - overseeing
eight standing committees under which more
than 80 parish organizations operate – but the
nine members all see it as a great opportunity
to volunteer for their church.
Joan Luebbert explained “the council
serves a very important role as a liaison
between the pastor and the parishioners. As
a group they provide counsel to the pastor
and help him do the best job he can. With it’s
the eyes and ears on the ground the council
members bring a lot of vision and experience
to the group,” Joan said. “I think everyone
who serves on the Pastoral Council loves their
parish.”
Council members serve three-year terms,
meet once a month and each serves as coordinator for one council standing committee.
The current council includes members who
are long-time parishioners as well as those
who’ve been in the parish only a few years.
Each May three council members retire and
three new members are elected. Parishioners interested in serving
on the

parish pastoral council should contact Council
President Joan Luebbert, joanpsi@cox.net.
This year, the council is working to
implement the goals that came from surveys
and research by the Long-Range Planning
Committee. Quarterly Leadership meetings
have been scheduled in an effort to improve
communication within the parish, one of the
long range goals. Other goals include: helping
parishioners feel at home, increased evangelization efforts and improving the financial
state of the parish.
One noticeable improvement in communication has already been made, Joan said.
The online calendar at www.stgerald.org is
now more accessible and being kept current.
Another improvement is the collaboration between the Religious Education
program and St. Gerald’s five-day school
program. “Mary Harper, Director of Religious
Education, and Michala Jacobson, St. Gerald
School Assistant Principal, meet weekly to
discuss what is working and what needs
improvement,” Joan said.
“More than 80 people attended the first
Leadership meeting
Sept. 6. The next
meeting is scheduled
for Thursday Dec.
6,” Joan said. The
meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. in
the 96th and Q
Fellowship Hall.
Future meetings
are March 7 and
June 6, 2013.
“The Council Standing
committees are

very important to the parish,” Joan said. From
forming social groups to caring for the needy
to providing financial expertise, each person
on every committee is valuable.
As a member of the Maintenance Committee, Joan cites its value to the parish.
“That group really is dedicated and saves St.
Gerald’s thousands of dollars each year with
the professional expertise they provide….
plus many hours of work and/or professional
services whenever needed,” Joan said.
The Pastoral Council meets the second
Thursday of every month in the school library,
78th and Lakeview. The council is looking for
a recording secretary to record minutes during the meetings. “It’s a great way to get the
feel of the Pastoral Council while helping your
parish,” Joan said. If you’re interested, contact
her at joanpsi@cox.net.

St Gerald Parish
Pastoral Council
First Year

Mary Sheridan, Human Needs
Jared Franzluebber, Maintenance;
Joe O’Donnell, Social

Second Year

Sharon Bissen, Parish Education;
Joe Kalina, Stewardship
John Prososki, Vice President,
School Advisory Board

Third Year

Ryan Sevcik, Finance
Mary Morss, Secretary, Liturgy Committee
Joan Luebbert, President

Pastoral Council, 1st row: Mary Sheridan, Sharon Bissen, Joe
O’Donnell, Joan Luebbert, Mary Morss, 2nd row: Fr. Harrison,
Ryan Sevcik, Jared Franzluebber, John Prososki, Joe Kalina

Joan Luebbert – a role model for stewardship
Joan’s Pastoral Council term will end next spring, but she will
not be lacking for anything to do. Recently retired as Vice President of
Human Resources for Pitney Bowes (formerly PSI), Joan and her husband Art are very active at St. Gerald. Parishioners for more than 25
years, they both sing in the choir and serve as Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion.
Joan is active with MOMS, the Liturgy Committee, the Environ-
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ment Committee, the Finance Committee, and the Maintenance Committee. She helps with funeral luncheons and is a lector. Art spent
several months remodeling the Business Office and is a member of
the Knights of Columbus.
Joan and Art are grateful their three daughters and sons-in-law
each live only 10 minutes away so they can spoil their seven grandchildren, ages 3 through 10.
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Getting to know
Fr. Patrick
Harrison

T

by Judy Durbin, Parishioner

The oldest of eight children in the religious
family of Harold and Mary Harrison, Father
Patrick Harrison, 51, first thought of becoming
a priest while he was serving as an altar boy in
the seventh grade at St. Bernard Grade School
“It just kind of came to me”, said Fr. Harrison.
Attending St. Bernard in Benson, was a source
of pride for the Harrison family. Father Harrison’s great, great, grandfather Bernard Post,
an immigrant dairy farmer from Germany, had donated the land
for St. Bernard’s Church.
Thinking that marriage was his path, he dated through his years at Roncalli High School and during his undergraduate work at Peru State University.
After graduating with a degree in business, a priest asked him if he had ever
thought of becoming a priest. That began his consideration of his calling. He
talked with a vocation director from Lincoln who advised him that if he were
serious about this, that he should begin to attend Mass, pray the rosary, and
spend 30 minutes before the Blessed Sacrament every day. He felt called to go
to the seminary. Fr. Harrison said, “It just seemed a natural fit. I had no hesitation.”
As a seminarian, Harrison served at St. Gerald Parish during the summer
of 1990. He helped with Masses, visited with the sick, and met with Frs. Larry
and Fitz. He was ordained June 1, 1991 at St. Cecilia Cathedral by Archbishop
Daniel Sheehan. His first parish assignment was to St. Robert Bellarmine as
an associate pastor. He served there until 1994 before he began his work at
the Chancery as part of the marriage tribunal. In 1998 he received a degree in
Canon Law after studying in Rome for two years. While in Rome, as a student,
he attended papal Masses. “Rome is indescribable,” said Fr. Harrison. “To be in
St. Peter’s Square, to look around and then to go into St. Peter’s Basilica is awesome, to hear all the different languages and know we’re all Catholic. People
also wear their native clothing so they can stand out.” On February 11, 1998, Fr.
Harrison was able to make a trip to Lourdes, France. He celebrated the 140th
anniversary of Our Lady’s apparition. He had no aliments, he went for his love
of Our Lady.
In 1998 he resumed his work at the Chancery as a judge for the marriage
tribunal. He oversaw the whole marriage tribunal until he was assigned to St.
Gerald parish.
“I’m a lifelong sports guy, both as a player and a fan,” said Fr. Harrison.
He had attended Peru State as a scholarship basketball player and still enjoys
watching Husker football. Today he is an avid golfer and is a member of Prairie
Life where he exercises mostly in the winter as he prefers the outdoors during
the warmer months.
Fr. Harrison’s favorite Liturgical holiday is Easter. “Easter is central to everything in our Faith. With Easter the world changed forever.” While in Rome
in 1998, he was able to concelebrate Midnight Mass on Christmas with the Holy
Father, Blessed Pope John Paul II. He also attended the Mass of the Lord’s
Supper where the Pope washes the feet of the bishops. “The biggest thing is the
symbolism of Jesus washing the feet of the apostles, Jesus serving those beneath
him, giving the example that they were to go forth and to the same.”
Fr. Harrison meets often with his large family. In addition to his seven
brothers and sisters, he has 17 nephews and 13 nieces. His parents are retired.
His grandmother Alice McAndrew, 98, a faith-filled lady and an inspiration to
his whole family, lives in Papillion. †
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HOPE Seller.

Help Our Parish
Educate (HOPE)

H

by Ruth Guthrie, Parishioner
Help Our Parish Educate, commonly known as the
HOPE program, has been a fund raiser for St. Gerald educational programs since 1992. The HOPE program purchases gift cards for various local and national vendors at
a discounted price and then resells them at face value. The
discount received from the vendor is St. Gerald’s profit.
The advantage is simple. You spend $100 to buy $100 of
HOPE store gift cards. You have the $100 you started with
plus the added benefit of contributing to St. Gerald’s education programs with the discount that the parish keeps. In
addition, participants can earn credits to offset tuition fees
for the 5 Day School or Religious Education programs. This
is a win, win program for everyone and it’s an example of
Stewardship at its finest!
Over 50 St. Gerald parishioners volunteer with the
HOPE program by selling gift cards after every Mass at
96th & Q. Their dedication has made the program convenient and successful.
You can be part of that success by buying HOPE certificates. In the coming months your purchases will assist
the parish HOPE program to reach its goal of purchasing
$50,000 of new playground equipment for our children.
The holidays are a perfect time to give gift cards to grandparents, co-workers, bosses, college students or anyone in
need of the perfect gift. If you are a business owner, it’s the
perfect opportunity to purchase these for your employees.
If a vendor you like is not on the HOPE list or the denomination you need is not listed, please call Judy Steimle
at 402-339-1497. In addition to the convenience of buying
gift cards after every Mass at 96th & Q, gift cards can also be
purchased at the Business Office during regular business
hours or an on-line order can be placed at www.stgerald.
org.
If you are a loyal supporter of the HOPE program, we
thank you, and if you have not purchased these in the past,
now is the time to start. We hope you will be a part of the
HOPE program!
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St. Gerald School hosted its annual Grandparent Day on Friday, September
7th. Nearly 200 grandparents (and great-grandparents) came for lunch and a tour of
the school. Grandparents came from all over Nebraska and some came from Iowa,
Kansas, Missouri, and Minnesota. Grandparent Day was a great opportunity for St.
Gerald students to “show off” their school and tell their grandparents how much
they love them.  

Dave Garland

Jr. High
Rally
Sept 30
at
St. Robert.
Taylor, Seminarian Scott Schilmoeller and Katherine at the Archdiocesan Youth Rally Oct. 28th in
Columbus
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Taylor and Katherine
with Keynote and
musician Tony Melendez. Tony plays
the guitar despite
having no arms. He
played for Blessed
Pope John Paul II.
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Advent Penance & Christmas Schedule
(All at 96th and Q Streets unless otherwise indicated)

Confessions:
Day

Sunday
Tuesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Date

Dec. 16
Dec. 18
Dec. 20
Dec. 20
Dec. 21
Dec. 22
Dec. 23

Time

4-5:30 p.m. (Lakeview)
7 p.m. (Penance Service)
1:30-3:30 p.m.
6-7:30 p.m. (Lakeview)
6-7:30 p.m. (Lakeview)
3-4:30 p.m.
3:30-5 p.m. (Lakeview)

Masses:
Day

Date

Time

Monday Dec. 24 4 p.m., 6 p.m.,
		
8 p.m. and
		Midnight
Monday Dec. 24 7 a.m. (Lakeview)
Tuesday Dec. 25 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Monday Dec. 31 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday Jan. 1
9 a.m.

New Year’s Eve Holy Hour: Dec. 31, 11 p.m.-Midnight followed by breakfast.

