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Stewardship through Song – The Hansons

T

By Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner

Twenty years ago at St. Gerald Church on Lakeview Street an
usher approached a young man with a great singing voice standing in
the back. The usher pointed to choir director Mary Clare Mendick and
said, “Why don’t you go ask her if you can sing with her, they could
use you.” A few weeks later, Kenny Hanson was singing with the very
small choir. At Mary Clare’s urging, he brought his soprano saxophone to a rehearsal, played “Amazing Grace,” and has been playing
at St. Gerald ever since.
“His soprano sax has added so much dimension to the music of
St. Gerald, that when people ask what the name of his instrument is, I
tell them that he plays the same instrument as Kenny G, and that we
are fortunate to have Kenny H., who is a step above Kenny G,” said
Mary Clare.
Kenny loves playing the saxophone, but would rather do it
anonymously. “I don’t want to be a spectacle,” he said. “If I can help
out, fine, but we’re up where everyone can see us – like neon signs.
There are so many more people behind the scenes doing so much at St.
Gerald, I think the focus should be on them.”
Kenny, the youngest of six in a Dunlap, Iowa farm family and was
a fifth-grader when he started playing the saxophone. He sat in with
the Hanson Brothers Band at a real gig for the first time when he was
about 12. Their band alternated with the Lawrence Welk Band playing
weekends in Soldier, Iowa.
Kathy Hanson, the youngest of Al and Gena Heier’s four children
and St. Gerald School alumna, loves music. “My siblings will tell you I
sang from birth and never stopped,” she said. She was playing “Skip
to My Lou” on the guitar at the age 7, and singing harmony with her
dad in the living room.
When Kathy was a single mother of 4-year-old Alex she signed up
for MOMS. “I began to understand my spiritual vocation as a parent
and important servant and contributor to the family of God,” Kathy
said. Sr. Paula Hagen, director of MOMS, encouraged her to dust off
her guitar and join the choir. Eager to encourage others in their faith,
she wanted to get involved at church. “Since this is not easy to do
from the pew as a shy gal, it felt natural to join the choir,” she said.
At choir practice Kenny and Kathy sat at opposite sides of the
room. After eight years Kenny asked Kathy out on a date. A year later,
the entire choir sang at their wedding. Since their marriage 11 years
ago, they’ve played at weddings, funerals and private functions.
Wide vocal ranges allow both Kenny and Kathy to sing wherever
they are needed. They team up with choir member Margaret Cotton
to perform the national anthem at Creighton University volleyball and
soccer games, baseball games and UNO hockey games.

From remodeling a strip club into a community center in an
at-risk neighborhood to deep involvement in Christians Encounter
Christ, planning retreats, and helping plan music for other groups,
their calendars are full. They still find time for “Bag the Basics,”
faith-sharing groups, giving blood, and stewardship initiatives.
Kathy has taken notes for the Parish Council and directed the
youth choir. “It’s about appreciating everything God gave us,” said
Kathy. She keeps one of her favorite quotations, author unknown,
close and tries to live it each day: “Measure wealth not by the
things you have, but by the things you have for which you would
not take money.”
“Sometimes we know what we have to offer in a situation, sometimes we don’t,” Kathy said, “but we just need to stick our necks out . .
. and wait for a sign that God is in control – so just do it!” †
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St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement
We as St. Gerald’s Catholic Parish are a Eucharistic community who will help
each other to be good and faithful stewards of God’s love.
With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will accomplish this through prayer, worship, education and service.
FOR THE VISION AND IDENTITY STATEMENTS, GO TO THE BOTTOM OF THE HOME PAGE AT www.stgerald.org

Family Time

T

By Rev. Owen Korte, Pastor

Today’s families are being pulled in every possible direction. When Archbishop Lucas
published his pastoral directive concerning parish activities on Wednesday evenings and
Sunday mornings I saw an opportunity to encourage families to have family time.
Balance needs to be applied to the things that matter
most to us. If I never prayed what kind of pastor would
I be? If a couple never did some couple things together, “Families have to muster the
courage to say no to activities
how would they nurture their marriage? The same
goes for family life. It is necessary to find the balance
for either child or parent bebetween all the activities that kids are involved in and
cause they want to have some
the time a family needs to spend together. When there
“Balance needs to be applied
family time.”
is an over emphasis on one thing the other suffers. Just
to the things that matter
as many marriages are suffering because of the long
most to us.”
hours a couple puts in at their places of employment,
so a family will suffer when time and energy is directed away from the family to activities
that focus only on individual members of the family.
Balance can be applied to our expectations of our kids and how involved they really should be. Kids need to be kids. Kids need
to learn to play without the help of parents to organize them. They need to figure out how to solve their disagreements without a
referee. Play teaches kids how to improvise and how to be creative.
When does that delicate balance of enough become too much? Families have to muster the courage to say no to activities for
either child or parent because they want to have some family time. Sometimes choosing becomes so hard that families just give in to
the culture.
I am supportive of all the activities our kids can be involved in because it is good for them. They learn some basic skills, they
learn about winning, loosing and playing fair. They learn how to handle anger and keep their head in the heat of a sport. These are
great things to learn. I am supportive of St. Gerald teams when I invite them to come to mass as a team, dress in their jerseys and
bring up the gifts at mass. I am grateful to the adults who work hard to manage an extensive sports program for our kids and who
renovated our gym to make it a great place for them to play. I am grateful as our Athletic Program works to support the Archbishop’s
and my expectations to create one day a week for family time.
For a family to be a family it needs time to build its own common good. With various ages and various needs, it needs to work at
being a family. It means working, eating and playing together, protecting its own sacred time, not running off to something thought
to be “more exciting.” It needs to practice communication that is face to face. It needs to pray together. If we carve out one night that
we can all buy into—Family Night—we can support one another by doing things that will build the family using our intelligence and
will to live out a value we all say is so important.
And Sunday morning speaks for itself—it is a time when families ought to come to church together. †
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Advent Welcomes Mass Changes
By Rev. Owen Korte, Pastor

On the first Sunday of Advent, the
weekend of November 26-27, our parish, along
with all English-speaking parishes around
the world, will begin saying mass with a new
translation. In the year 2000 Pope John Paul II
asked that all the English-speaking countries of
the world refine the translations of the mass to
be more faithful to the original Latin text. This
translation was completed in 2010.
You are already hearing some of these
changes when the priest sings parts of the
mass using simple forms of chant. The people’s
parts will also have some changes in wording
and the musical setting we use at mass will be
changed.
One change will take some getting used
to because it is used so frequently during the
mass. It is the dialogue the priest initiates
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saying, “The Lord be with you.” The response
from the people will now be, “And with your
spirit” which is the literal translation from the
original Latin phrase used. This change involves small words, but the meaning has great
depth. It refers to the priestly ordination and
the Spirit that was given to the priest to lead in
prayer, to bless and to preside at mass, and to
consecrate the bread and wine.
Archbishop Lucas commissioned a mass
setting for use by the entire Archdiocese of
Omaha. It contains music for the Lord Have
Mercy, Gloria, Alleluia, Holy-Holy, Mystery of
Faith, Amen and Lamb of God. After Vatican
II we were taught to sing AT mass but now we
will sing THE mass. Most of the familiar songs
that we expect at mass for opening, offertory,
communion and closing will still be used.
As with any changes, there will be a learning curve and even some frustration. To help

with this, we at St Gerald have cards in the
pews with the text of the basic people’s mass
parts.
I look on this change as a great time
for us to reflect on our celebration of Holy
Mass. It will be a wonderful opportunity for
renewal.
The new wording will also bring us more
in line with the other major language translations like German, Spanish and French. What
has been discovered is that some of the present
mass text lost the nuanced theology that exists
in the original Latin. In fact, in some cases it
actually lost some important meanings that tie
the mass text more closely with the Scriptures
from which it comes.
With these changes there will be a wonderful opportunity for each of us to look closely
at what is actually taking place at mass and to
embrace our loving God in a new way. †
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St. Gerald
Youth Group

I

By Alex Tometitch

By Kathy Kensinger

GOING
UNDERGROUND
to find the
foundations
of stewardship
On October 16th, youth from
St. Gerald parish joined 300
other young people from our
archdiocese in a simulation of
the early Church called “Go
Underground.” The goal
of the activity was for each
participant to get to Mass
by finding clues to the correct location, without being
caught and arrested by the
secret police. The purpose of
the day was to draw attention
to the plight of persecuted
Christians in the past and
present. Our participants left
with a new appreciation for
our faith and a resolve to be
witnesses for Christ in their
daily lives. That’s Stewardship! †

I am a senior at Gross Catholic High School and a member of
the St. Gerald Youth Ministry Core team and Youth Group. Core
team has helped me stay strong in my faith and has helped me
develop good leadership skills. I enjoy planning the youth masses,
being a lector and helping kids.
The St. Gerald’s youth ministry group is for students in
grades 7 through 12. The group provides activities and service
opportunities. Through these activities participants grow in their
love for God and his children.
A small group of 9th through 12th graders makes up the
youth core team. We meet once a month to plan the monthly noon
youth mass and social activity. In previous years, the youth group
has gone to Vala’s Pumpkin Patch, Papio Bowl and Coco Keys
Water Park. Besides the fun activities, there are plenty of chances
for service.  ����������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������
A few of these have been Habitat for Humanity, cooking for the Rainbow House and playing bingo with the elderly at
the Bellevue Veterans Home. The youth group has also gone on
summer service trips to places like Winnebago and Mississippi.
Some of our youth group are going to the National Catholic Youth
Conference in Indianapolis this month.
St. Gerald Youth Ministry also offers faith sharing. This is an
opportunity for our youth to discuss their faith and learn more
about it. The next Sunday Youth mass will be at noon on Dec 11.
Stay for lunch and the faith sharing that follows.
If there is any interest in joining the Youth Ministry group,
please contact Kathy Kensinger at 402-331-1955 or kathyk@stgeralds.org. †
Youth dance
at the recent
Underground
Church event.

Youth show off their
Go Underground
t-shirts.
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‘Our Lady of Africa’

F

By Michelle Watkins, Parishioner
Father Vitalis Anyanike is a Nigerian native and current
pastor of both St. Benedict the Moor and St. Therese of the
Child Jesus Churches, located in Omaha. He is credited with
the vision that brought the African Mass Outreach to our
area. Only two months after his ordination, Fr. Vitalis saw a
need within the Omaha community. He noticed that many
Africans arriving in the Omaha area were not attending
Mass regularly, even if they had in the past.   Aware of the
need to create a welcoming parish for this particular group
of Catholics, he went to Archbishop Elden Curtiss in 2002.
His goal was to ask permission to hold a regular African
Mass. The Archbishop granted approval and the dream
became a reality. This paved the road for the “Our Lady of

Fr. Kizito welcomed visiting Bishop Martin Uzoukwu of the
diocese of Minna, Nigeria.
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Africa” Catholic Chaplaincy.
      “I went to ask permission to create the African
Mass as a way to bring
the people together;
celebrating their spiritual
heritage, incorporating
traditional languages and
helping them to transition to the Omaha area,”
said Fr. Vitalis.
      “At first we met at
Walking
Pius X,” he said. But
they could only hold
Mass there in the afternoon. Their hope was to create a parish community for the
African people which allowed them to gather on Sunday
mornings. Fr. Vitalis approached Fr. Gary Ostrander about
the potential of space for Sunday morning services. Fr. Gary
offered the Lakeview Chapel location and the African Mass
had found its home.
      Father Vitalis served as Chaplain for four and one-half
years. Later Fr. Kizito Okhuoya, also of Nigeria, stepped in
as Chaplain, when Fr. Vitalis was transferred to serve rural
parishes in the Archdiocese. Fr. Kizito continues to hold the
bi-weekly Mass at St. Gerald’s Lakeview chapel on the first
and third Sunday of each month at 10:45am.
      “The bi-weekly Mass here tends to attract those from
West Africa: Togo, Benin, Nigeria,” said Fr. Anthony Espinosa. (In addition, Fr. Vitalis reported that Africans from
Kenya, Cameroon and Ghana also attend regularly. Although the Omaha area is home to a large Sudanese population, their attendance gravitates toward St. Patrick and Holy
Name parishes).  
      “Though we host it, it seems to stay a secret. I’ve seen
the Mass myself. What I like about it is that it’s culturally
comforting,” said Fr. Anthony. When questioned, it’s true,
very few St. Gerald parishioners have even heard of the
African Mass. One might consider this truly a hidden treasure within our parish and the Catholic community at large.
Although the Mass is celebrated in several languages anyone attending should be able to follow and participate in the
celebration. “The readings are both in English and French,”
said Fr. Kizito. “The songs are mostly in the following African languages: Swahili, French, Ewe, Fon, Igbo, Yoruba and
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Catholic Chapliancy
Hausa.”
      The choir arrives
early to practice. Vocalists are accompanied
with guitar, piano, organ
and percussion. Firsttime visitors observing
the rehearsal know they
will experience something special. It is obvious why Fr. Owen Korte
extended an invitation
to the group to provide
to Mass.
music for part of the parish festival Mass this fall.
      Fr. Kizito, walking
down the center aisle, into the core of the assembly, conversationally reminds the faithful: “Whatever your burden
is, come Monday morning I want you to remember this:
Jesus never said He would take away your troubles. But He
said He would be there with you to help you through your
troubles.” That promise, reinforced with Fr. Kizito’s calming
demeanor transcends all races and touches the core of the
hearts of all believers.
      There is a website dedicated to the St. John Vianney
priesthood trading-cards. This web site reports that Fr.
Kizito’s ‘great joy’ explains his ease in addressing the congregation. “I am uniquely passionate about my Catholic
faith. I enjoy celebrating and praying the Mass. Prayer and
preaching are my passions.” And this passion shows as he
instructs, guides and assures the assembled. Although the
Mass is targeted for the African community, all people are
welcomed heartily by Fr. Kizito and his flock. He warmly
engages all attendees and encourages them to participate
heartily. Children have special instruction outside of the
sermon. Again, Fr. Kizito offers encouragement to the tiniest
in his congregation. “You all look so nice today,” he addresses them as they flock to him for special blessings before
embarking on their private instructions.
      The faithful are serious about their celebration in the
Mass. They are encouraged to fully participate---verbally,
in song and in prayer. The celebration is rich in the African
tradition as reflected in the use of varying languages, traditional songs and beautiful, vibrant ethnic clothing. In our
Catholic culture today one frequently observes attire more
fitting for a sporting event or beach than the sacred celebra-

African Choir sings ar outdoor Festival Mass.

African Choir sings during Mass.

tion of the Mass. It is a refreshing sight to see appropriate
attire worn, respectful of the seriousness of the occasion.
      On the first Sunday of each month, after the Mass, the
congregation is invited to stay for benediction. Various
social events are also planned throughout the year such as
potluck gatherings. It is apparent Fr. Vitalis’s dream and Fr.
Kizito’s continued efforts have indeed created a welcoming
parish for Omaha’s African population. It is truly a beautiful treasure we are blessed to have as part of the St. Gerald’s
parish. †
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Deacon Chris and Erika Hanson

T

Getting to know them

By Judy Durbin, Parishioner

The life of a deacon is a vocation that requires a commitment of not just the man, but the love and support of
both his wife and family. Deacon Chris Hanson and his
wife Erika have dedicated their lives to the service of the
members of Saint Gerald Parish.
While a student at Chadron State College, Chris was
influenced by the chaplain of the Newman House, Father
Pat Powers. Fr. Pat modeled for him the joy of being a
priest. Chris thought, “This is a neat life. I’d like to do
that.” He adds,” Fr. Pat was joyful in his vocation as a
priest. His enthusiasm was contagious, and he was very
approachable.” With two brothers and a sister who attended Catholic schools, it became a proud family joke
that Chris, the public school educated and CCD-formed
Catholic, sought a religious vocation.
After finishing four years of the eight required for
the priesthood, Chris came to realize Christ was calling him to a different life. “I prayed about my vocation
and discerned that God wanted me to be a husband and Chris and Erika Hanson with their dog Sophie
father,” he said. Some years later he further discerned that
God was calling him to an equally valuable vocation of service as a deacon.
After dating Erika for four years, they were married in “the bunker” west church at 96th and Q Streets in
1995. Chris was ordained a deacon in 2004. During his four-year diaconate formation he was hired by Father
Gary Ostrander to be the Stewardship & Development Director for Saint Gerald Parish. “Deacons typically
don’t work for the church, they usually have another profession and are a volunteer minister to the parish to
which they belong,” said Chris.
As a deacon, Chris’ ministry includes training altar servers, and helping with sacramental preparation for
children. Chris spends a considerable amount of time helping parishioners who need annulments. He encourages divorced Catholics to speak to their priest about this often misunderstood process. “The Church,” he
said, “is gentle and welcoming.”
As a couple, Chris and Erika prepare others for marriage and in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) program they work together: Chris is the instructor and Erika is a mentor. They look at that time
together, as “an extra ‘date night’ afterwards,” said Erika.
For the archdiocese, Chris coordinates Courage (and EnCourage) ministries; which serve as support
groups for Catholics struggling with same-sex attractions. “Living the life Christ calls them to is a difficult
cross to bear,” he said.
Erika is a cruise counselor for Oceania Cruises and volunteers regularly at the Bethlehem House, a residential pregnancy center. Working at the Bethlehem House shows her passion for the Pro-Life movement.
She stated that if 2,000 families would contribute just $100 a year, the home would be able to house its capacity of twelve mothers-to-be. Currently seven ladies are residing at Bethlehem House and several others are on
a waiting list.
The diaconate is not a solitary vocation. It is one that requires faith and willingness to reach out to God’s
people in a variety of ways. Chris and Erika do that daily as they share their faith, time and love for others. †
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Festival
An Outdoor Mass kicks off
Hog Heaven.

Fish Pond.

Child picks her prizes
for winning a game.

Children win stuffed animals in
the Kidz Walk.

Sixth grade students with
Catechist Dan Wees.

Religious
Ed

Columbian Squires
sell Christmas Cards.

Deacon Tom,
Michelle Watkins
and Mary Harper
welxome students.

Mary Harper leads
group activities.
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St. Gerald welcomes
newest Deacon - Steve
Luna and his wife Angie.
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Couple sings out
their faith.
For details
see page 1
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Advent Penance & Christmas Schedule
(All at 96th and Q Streets unless otherwise indicated)

Type

Parish Penance Service
Private Confessions
St. Columbkille Penance Service
Private Confessions
Private Confessions
Private Confessions
Private Confessions
Private Confessions
Private Confessions

Day

CONFESSIONS:
Date

Sunday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday

CHRISTMAS MASSES:		
Day
Date		
Time		
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

Dec. 24
Dec. 24
Dec. 24

Saturday
Dec. 24
				
				
Sunday
Dec. 25
Sunday
Dec. 25
Sunday
Dec. 25

Dec. 18
Dec. 20
Dec. 20
Dec. 21
Dec. 21
Dec. 22
Dec. 22
Dec. 22
Dec. 23

Time

7 p.m.
10 a.m. – 12 Noon
7:30 p.m.
4–5:30 p.m.
7–8:30 p.m. (Lakeview)
10 a.m. – 12:00 Noon
4–5:30 p.m.
7–8:30 p.m.
7–8:30 p.m. (Lakeview)

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Type
Day

4 p.m.		
Great “Advent”ure –
6 p.m.		
Birthday Party for Jesus
8 p.m.			
Sunday
12 Midnight
(Choir begins
singing at 11:30 p.m.)
7 a.m. (Lakeview)
8 a.m.
10 a.m.

Living Nativity

Tuesday

Date

Time

Dec. 3

1–4 p.m.

Dec. 18

6:30–8 p.m.

NB: There will be daily Mass on Saturday, Dec. 24 @ 8:15 a.m. (Lakeview)
We are dropping the 12 Noon Mass on Christmas Day.

