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“A little child shall lead them.” (Isaiah 11:6)

The McKulsky Family

M

By Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner

is so invested in the kids. Everything just fell into place.”
During their marriage, the McKulskys had visited several churchMichael and Allison McKulsky are learning Catholic prayers from
es, but all the churches seemed to have big bands and big screen TVs,
the one person in their family who can teach them, their daughter Mary, and some even had a cult feel to it, they said. They started attending
who just turned 7.
St. Gerald and liked the feel of it, Allison said. “It’s traditional and so
Mary will begin second grade this fall at St. Gerald School, and her
very welcoming. This was a church we both really liked.”
brother Joshua, 5, will start kindergarten.
It was in May at the end of Mary’s first-grade year that the McKulWhen Papillion residents Michael and Allison started looking at
skys arrived at a decision. “I called Deacon Chris (Hanson) and asked
schools for Mary before she started kindergarten, they were most infor a meeting. We asked a lot of questions and at the end of the meeting,
terested in a private school for many reasons, like smaller classes, more
Allison told Hanson, “Add us to the RCIA list for next fall.”
individual attention and more of a family atmosphere. “Sarpy County
With Mary’s help, they’d found their church community. After nine
has really good schools, but if we could do private schools, we’d sure
months of RCIA classes, they both received the Holy Eucharist and were
like to,” they decided.
confirmed into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.
They first looked at St. Columbkille, but they had a waiting list.
During that time, St. Gerald was going through some transformaOne of Allison’s college roommates suggested St. Gerald, so she called
tions of its own. A new pastor and a new associate pastor arrived. The
for an interview.
McKulskys were impressed by the effortless and seamless way the
“We were thrilled when we met Mr. Garland. We were really imchanges were made.
pressed with everything he told us. It’s a great family atmosphere,” she
It didn’t take long for the entire family to dive into St. Gerald
said.
school and church activities.
Michael, who first had resAllison took part in a kinderervations about a school farther
garten parent reading program
away, acknowledged, “When
and helps with room parties.
we got done with the interview,
Michael has joined the St. Gerwe got in the car and I said, ‘I’m
ald Knights of Columbus and
in.’”
helps with any number of their
So in mid-summer 2009
activities.
they registered Mary for kinderThe upcoming Parish Fesgarten. So much to think about:
tival will find the McKulsky
uniforms, preparations for
family working together and
kindergarten, and a whole new
having fun as a family.
religion. Michael, an Omaha
About the process of
firefighter, was Presbyterian,
learning about being Cathoand Allison, a customer finanlic Allison said, “Oh, I still
cial specialist at ConAgra, had
sometimes forget to genuflect
been raised Episcopal.
but I have Mary to remind
“We’re not Catholic. Will
me.” When Mary receives
we fit in?” Allison wondered.
her First Holy Communion
She needn’t have worried.
next spring, the tables will be
“Gosh, it’s nothing but positive.
turned. This time, her parents
It’s all worked out,” she said.
can give her advice. †
“We’ve really loved it. Everyone Michael and Allison McKulsky sit with their children.

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement
We as St. Gerald’s Catholic Parish are a Eucharistic community who will help
each other to be good and faithful stewards of God’s love.
With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will accomplish this through prayer, worship, education and service.
FOR THE VISION AND IDENTITY STATEMENTS, GO TO THE BOTTOM OF THE HOME PAGE AT www.stgerald.org

Put God First

P

By Rev. Owen Korte, Pastor

Back in 1961 Pete Seeger wrote a song called, “Where Have All the Flowers Gone?”  I often
think of the same lyric when I wonder, “Where Have All the Catholics Gone?” Summer brings a
low in the attendance numbers at Sunday masses. I know that for many weekend masses during the summer we could have easily kept the walls between the main church and the chapel closed. Compare
If we choose to be different, to
this to the periodic Sunday mass where people crowd into
the Fellowship Hall to “watch mass” through the windows be God centered, then lots of
things change, and priorities
because there is no room in the church or chapel. Yet
are reset.
if even half our registered parishioners were to attend
mass
on
a
weekend,
the
church
plus
hall
would
not
be
big
“The whole purpose of
enough. This is just plain sad.
coming to mass is to put God
The Mass is the most wonderful form of prayer; the most perfect prayer, the highest
at the center of our lives.
form of prayer. At mass God comes to reside with us. He is present on our altars and He
wants to be our food in the Eucharist. If that is true, and we as Catholics believe it really is true, why would we not want to run to
mass at every opportunity? As it is, it seems many run away from mass.
Some people think I should be an actor who will entertain and thus entice people to come to mass. I am not an actor or a comedian. I cannot compete with NU football or CU basketball or anything else that seems to hold the attention of people. And I do not
feel we should try to compete because once we get into the mindset that we have to entertain people or make them feel good when
they come to mass, we are missing the point.
The whole purpose of coming to mass is to put God at the center of our lives. All our focus must be on Him: giving Him praise,
giving Him honor, giving Him glory. If, after we have done this, we have some good feelings; then it is a byproduct of putting God
first. I am not the center of the universe -- God is.
People have to decide; “Will God be the center, or will I be the center?” Big words like theocentric and anthropocentric tell you
how much has changed. We have gone from a God centered world to a man-centered world. Immanuel Kant and his kind of philosophy have won. Human beings have become the measure of what is good, what is right, what is worthy, what is important. If we
choose to be different, to be God centered, then lots of things change, and many priorities are reset.
Being part of a parish and coming to mass is not a matter of coming to get a fill-up at a gas station; I pay my dues, I get my
product. Being part of a parish means you form a relationship with the community that worships there, and that you then will most
certainly develop a relationship with the God worshipped there.
How will things change when you become more theocentric? Well for one thing, nothing stands in the way of getting to mass
on the weekend. And, nothing will prevent you from seeking out the religious formation of your children. It will be a lot more than
“What do I have to do to get my kid baptized, get First Communion, or get confirmed” because people who are God centered will
be “faithful” all the time. This will affect what they read, what they talk about, what makes them laugh and what makes them cry,
where they go to have fun -- it will affect their whole lives.
When the folks who come to check out the Catholic Faith through RCIA classes get formed, slowly they get it, that God means
everything and they want to be as close to Him as they can be. Mass to them becomes a very important encounter. I wish everyone
in the parish could have such a renewal experience so that they could get fired up about the faith. I saw that happen this summer
during our Totus Tuus program-- our kids and our youth became fired up about the faith. I hope their parents caught the spark, and I
hope that more parishioners will get back to the basics: put God first, then all the rest will fit. †

Fr. OK

Dave Garland to be Honored
Dave Garland will be honored as Elementary
Administrator of the Year for the metro area at the
34th Annual Archbishop’s Educational Development
Dinner that will be held on September 15. Garland
has been the Principal at St. Gerald Catholic School
for over 25 years. Faith and love for the Church are
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priorities with Dave and sharing those virtues with
the school children has been his priority as a school
administrator. Garland has been noted for knowing
the names of the more than 400 students at St. Gerald and can probably remember the names of all the
school’s alumni, as well. †
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Totus Tuus
a Total
Success

Totus Tuus – Totally Yours

T

Totus Tuus, means “totally yours” in Latin. It was
the motto of Pope John Paul II, who dedicated his entire pontificate to Mary. Totus Tuus provided the youth
of St. Gerald with a totally Catholic summer religious
education program.
The daytime elementary school program had an
enrollment of 180. The program for junior high and
high school saw up to 40 students each evening.
The activities included a Eucharistic procession
with benediction and adoration, reconciliation, daily
Mass, studying the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary as
well as connecting the Old Testament with the New
throughout salvation history. Singing, dancing and
“going bananas” added fun and spontaneity to the
program.
Mary Harper, program coordinator said, “ We
have said goodbye to vacation Bible school. Totus Tuus
we are totally yours. See you next year!” †

Totally Stewardship, Totally Awesome!
St. Gerald parish family thanks out Totus Tuus team,
the participants and volunteers for making this such a success.

Students enjoyed a picnic lunch provided by the
Knights of Columbus

Michala Jacobson poses with the
Totus Tuus staff of college students
and seminarians.

Ladies of the Parish hosted a potluck for Totus Tuus.
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Deacon Doug and Carol Marsh

Getting to know them

A

By Eric Olson, Parishioner

Had it not been for a job promotion he grudgingly accepted four decades ago, Doug Marsh might not be a deacon
today.
St. Gerald deacon couple, Doug and Carol Marsh, were living in Grand Island in 1979 when Doug’s boss at Northwestern Bell told him, in no uncertain terms, that he would be transferring to a job in Omaha. Doug didn’t want to go.
He liked Grand Island, and neither he nor Carol was excited about moving to the big city.
“Maybe it was God sending direction, that this new location in my life was where I would become a deacon, not
right at that time but later on,” he said. “If I had stayed in Grand Island, I probably wouldn’t be a deacon today.”
There was no diaconate program in Grand Island at the time, and it was 20 years after they came to Omaha before
they even considered the vocation. Doug was active in the Knights of Columbus and helped out with the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) classes for years. He said his spirituality deepened after he and Carol made a pilgrimage
to Medjugorje, the village in Bosnia-Herzegovina where the Virgin Mary reportedly appears and gives messages to the
world.
The Marshes attended a couple of informational
meetings about the diaconate before they began formation in 2001. Doug retired from his job as a financial analyst for what was then Qwest Communications about the same time he was ordained in 2004.
Doug said he appreciated the encouragement he
received from former St. Gerald pastor, Father Gary
Ostrander, during his preparation for the diaconate . Doug noted that Fr. Gary, who was two grades
ahead of him at Sacred Heart Grade School in Norfolk, also taught him how to be an altar server.
During the Marshes’ early years in the parish,
Doug did handyman work at the rectory. One day
he was cutting the grass when St. Gerald founding
pastor, Fr. William Foster, came outside and told
Doug that he had never mowed a lawn and would
like to give it a try.
“After he went down and back once, he said it
was hard work. He went to his garage,
put his golf clubs in the trunk and drove away,”
Doug said, laughing. “Later, I roasted him at a
Clergy Appreciation Night. I went to the store
and picked up one of those plastic toy mowers,
wrapped it up and gave it to him.”
Deacon Doug and Carol Marsh
Doug works 20 hours a week at the UPS Store
and enjoys spending time with his children and grandchildren. Carol, a bookkeeper for
21 years at Sherwin Williams, is a sacristan and EMHC. Carol enjoys crafts, bowling and playing Bunco with a group of
women from the parish. The Marshes will celebrate their 42nd wedding anniversary in October. They have two adult
children, Brian and Amy.
Doug teaches the Sunday RCIA class and serves as a chaplain for the Omaha Police Department. He also has done
some jail ministry work, helps Deacon Tom Valasek with Welcome Sundays and is active in St. Vincent de Paul.
Doug said the diaconate has been fulfilling in many ways, and he’s grateful his old boss forced him to move to
Omaha all those years ago.
“St. Gerald is a beautiful parish,” he said. “There are genuinely good people here who have been so kind to Carol
and me.” †
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Children and teens alike enjoy
various Totus Tuus events at
St. Gerald parish and school.

May Crowning
At Left: Students
place crown on
a statue of Mary.
At Right: Students
bring flowers
to place before
the altar.
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Sharing Time & Talent in Multiple Areas:

Scott Schilmoeller

S

all ages who have been abandoned, those with HIV/AIDS,
as well as others needing help. He has done this with the
Missionaries of the Poor. Currently one of Scott’s projects is
organizing what will be annual mission trips to Jamaica
for seminarians. He says
his trips there have been
the “most powerful experiences in my life.” Anyone
can go for the mere cost of
the plane ticket while all
other expenses are paid
for. (For more information see www.missionariesofthepoor.org.)
Most recently Scott
returned to his roots
as part of two college
teams who brought the
Totus Tuus program to St. Gerald. He works with Totus Tuus throughout the archdiocese all summer. He greatly
enjoys spreading the faith to young people, especially middle
school and high school students who are at a vulnerable
time in their lives. The opportunity to do that here at home is
exciting.
Soon Scott will begin his second year in the seminary. He
says he “felt a call to give completely of myself at the service
of God,” and went to the seminary to determine how and
where that is to take place. He encourages everyone to look
and see how God can use them for the benefit of others. For
those who think they have little to offer, he reminds us that
“God has a plan for us in which we all have a part to play.”
His one piece of advice for people would be to “sincerely
open their hearts to God in prayer. It wasn’t until I did this
that the pieces of my life seemed to fall into place.” †

Patient displays his scapular with Scott.

Scott feeds a hungry child.

By Deb Banchor, Parishioner

Scott Schilmoeller has had quite the journey from his
grade school days here at St. Gerald to St. John Vianney
Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. Along the way he attended
St. Joan of Arc, Gross High School, UNL and UNO.
He experienced what many young people go through,
getting caught up in what society claims to bring happiness
to our lives. He is at the point now where he is living his life
for God and in service to others. Scott’s avenues of service
have been many and varied, with unexpected turns along the
way.
While attending UNL Scott got involved with the FOCUS
program on campus because he was invited by others. He
was not particularly spiritual in his life at that time but was
open to going because of those who invited him. He saw that
the fellow students at the FOCUS activities were different
from his other friends. According to Scott, “They weren’t out
to impress anyone, and they accepted me for who I was.”
Eventually he joined a Bible Study where the people
were open; he could ask questions and see how God’s teachings were applicable to his life. Through those experiences he
“became excited about my faith.” He went on to lead a Bible
Study in his senior year at UNO.
It was during that time that Scott went on the first of
seven mission trips. That trip was to Costa Rica, and he admits he was drawn to it as an “adventure.” He was surprised
by the daily masses and holy hours, but as time went on, he
“came to enjoy them.” On this mission trip, he worked with
orphans and the poor, and at a senior citizens’ home. He
“just fell in love with the kids” and began to think outside
of himself, which resulted in true joy. Since then Scott has
gone on mission trips to the inner-city areas of Los Angeles
and New York City. He has also gone to Jamaica four times,
working with the mentally or physically handicapped of
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Mike Witt
Retires

S

St. Gerald Parish would like to thank Michael
Witt for 30 years of service as Director of Religious
Education. During that time Mike has seen about
300 children a year pass through the hallways. Mike
says that a staff of generous and dependable volunteer teachers has made his job easy. Witt came to St.
Gerald through the invitation of Fr. Albert Massman, OSB, who was the associate pastor and Mike’s
uncle.
Mike and his wife Liz have 3 adult children,
Jesse, Sarah and Jonathon; and 4 grandchildren.
Mike, an English teacher, will return to Creighton
Prep this fall for his 36th year. †

Church
Festival

T

The Festival Committee is in need of children’s books and stuffed animals for the Kid’s
Walk. These items may be gently used, as long
as they are clean. Baked goods are also requested from parishioners, as well as 2-liter bottles of
soda pop.
Baked goods and pop can be dropped off
Saturday morning, September 10th. Books and
stuffed animals can be dropped off the weekend
prior, September 3 – 4, all at 96th & Q. Thank
you for making our festival a great time for all. †
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Guardian Angel
Dinner

M

Mark your calendar for our Guardian Angel
Auction Dinner planned for Friday, November 18.
Tickets are $75 per person and include: appetizers,
dinner, dessert, as well as cocktails and wine. Please
note that this year the Auction will be held on Friday
night.
There is an exciting selection of silent and oral
auction items. We are pleased to announce that
dinner for eight guests at the Governor’s Mansion
is being offered this year compliments of Governor
Dave Heineman.
For more information, to volunteer for the
event, or to purchase tickets contact Mary Sperry,
jmesperry@cox.net. †

Shannon Tarvin wins
Graphic Design award

S

SpiritLink designer Shannon Tarvin was part
of the Catholic Voice team that took first place
for its advertising media kit at this year’s Catholic Media Convention. Shannon also won third
place for production and use of graphic design
from the Nebraska Press Association.
Shannon has been the graphic designer for
SpiritLink since November 2009 when she accepted the invitation for this important service
to St. Gerald. Shannon’s son, Nathan, and her
mom, Rosanna, are members of our parish. †
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Daughter teaches
family about faith.
For details
see page 1
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Eucharist and Penance Schedule
WEEKEND MASSES:		
Day
Time
Location

WEEKEND CONFESSIONS:
Day
Time
Location

Saturday
5:00pm
Sunday
7:00am
		
Sunday
7:30am
Sunday
9:00am
Sunday
10:30am
Sunday
12:00pm

Saturday

96th & Q
78th &
Lakeview
96th & Q
96th & Q
96th & Q
96th & Q

WEEKDAY MASSES:		
Day
Time
Location

3:00 – 4:30pm

96th & Q

WEEKDAY CONFESSIONS:
Day
Time
Location

Mon – Sat
8:15am
78th &
Mon – Fri
		
Lakeview
Mon – Fri
12:15pm
96th & Q
Mon – Fri
				

12:00pm

96th & Q

Anytime by appointment
Call 331-1955 to set appt.

St. Gerald Festival September 9th and 10th

Plan now to attend our annual church festival. This year activities will be held on both Saturday evening as well as all day Sunday:
Saturday, 9/10 @ 78th & Lakeview
Outdoor Mass @ 5:00pm
BBQ Dinner in the Gym after Mass

Sunday, 9/11 @ 96th & Q
Food, rides and entertainment beginning
at 11:30am

Please contact Liz Sevcik with any questions or to volunteer with the festival 402-570-9394, or stgeraldfestival@live.com.

