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Jane Cuva’s Blankets Comfort the Sick
By Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner

T

Thanks to Jane Cuva, more than 300 St. Gerald parishioners fighting serious illness have been covered in prayer – literally.
For more than six years, sick parishioners, many terminally ill,
have been comforted by soft, colorful prayer blankets hand made by
Jane. She offers blankets and quilts in a variety of colors and fabrics
suitable for men or women, for old or young.
It all started several years ago when Jane’s mother, parishioner
Darlene Drefs, was one of a small group accompanying St. Gerald
Associate Pastor Fr. Mike Schmitz on a mission trip to Guatemala.
While staying overnight in Texas, they visited a parish where
Darlene learned about the lap quilts stitched by ladies of the parish
for the sick. They attached cards to the blankets that read, “You’re
covered in prayer.”
Shortly afterward, when Jane’s father-in-law became ill, she
made a prayer blanket for him. “When people complimented
me on it, I thought I really had to do this for the terminally ill in
our parish,” Jane said. An idea was born. She made one change
though. Having an embroidery machine from her former business of sewing personalized items, she put her embroidery skills
to work. She collaborated with her mother on the message and
stitched the following words of comfort on each blanket:
“You are covered in prayer.
Jane Cuva makes five to six
This blanket has been especially made for you,
blankets each month.
prayed over, and blessed at St. Gerald Church.
Be not afraid for I, the Lord, am with you always.”
When she started, she made three or four blankets a month. Now
son, 23, Andrew who is now 22, and Matthew, 15. Jane also helps in the
she completes five or six monthly. “That’s what I want to contribute,”
St. Gerald school lunch room.
she said. “When I make these I always think about who they are going
Parish Secretary Cheryl Bolin can attest to the importance of the
to, and I say a little prayer for them.”
work Jane does. Four hospital ministry teams pick up the blankets that
Jane provides all the material herself. She shops sales and looks for
Jane leaves in the office and they distribute them to parishioners they
bargains on fabric and thread. “I make sure I have coupons; plus I look
visit in the hospital.
for stuff on clearance,” she said.
“A young girl who had a brain tumor and was very sick thought
Then she washes, irons, and cuts the fabric before she sews the
the blanket was the most wonderful thing. She kept it at the foot of her
pieces together on her 20-year-old Bernina machine. It’s not unusual to
bed,” Cheryl said, “and she asked to be buried with it.”
have both her large embroidery machine going at the same time that
After the young girl passed away, her parents (who were from
she’s sewing pieces on her Bernina.
another
parish) donated money for purchasing materials for more
Even her oldest son, Andrew, who is now in Phoenix, Arizona,
blankets.
“They were so appreciative of the blanket and what it meant to
became involved in making the prayer blankets while in Boy Scouts
her,” Cheryl said.
working on his Ad Altare Dei religious award.
Jane has been offered many cash contributions for her work, but
Jane, who learned her sewing skills from her mother and honed
she
passes
them back to the parish. “I don’t feel right taking it; this is my
them on numerous 4-H projects, volunteers her time sewing for other
donation,” she said. “I think it’s nice to know someone else cares and
projects like First Holy Communion stoles for St. Gerald children.
She also keeps on the go with husband Mark, and children:  Allithat the parish is praying for them.” †

St. Gerald Parish Mission Statement
We as St. Gerald’s Catholic Parish are a Eucharistic community who will help
each other to be good and faithful stewards of God’s love.
With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will accomplish this through prayer, worship, education and service.
FOR THE VISION AND IDENTITY STATEMENTS, GO TO THE BOTTOM OF THE HOME PAGE AT www.stgerald.org

Good Friday brings Good News

O

Our parish has had a variety of experiences over the past several months. Some of these
have been sad, confusing and emotional. Others have
been positive with signs of growth and real Stewardship
We are His Most Sacred
for the life of the parish.
Heart – we are the way He
The announcements and press articles surrounding
the departure of Fr. Perry Robinson have left many in the wants to love His people.
parish with conflicting emotions. Sadness, anger, loss,
confusion, and distrust are the principle emotions that I
have encountered in the words and eyes of my parishioners. It is hard to assure people, and
it is difficult to console people, when a shadow is cast from a long way off and long time
ago, a shadow so different from what we have actually experienced.
The Church in the United States is facing a crisis without precedent in our times.  The
“I saw great graces come
sexual abuse of children and young people by some clergy and the ways in which these
from our Parish Mission.”
crimes and sins are addressed; caused enormous pain, anger and confusion.  It is so very
unfortunate that this most difficult issue has touched this parish on two different occasions.  
Our prayers are always for the victims of abuse and for those affected by such actions.
When such an allegation comes from the distant past and casts a shadow over a good and caring priest this parish has come to
know, people are hurt and confused. Many of our children loved Fr. Perry very much; as did most parishioners. No matter what the
result of all this, one can celebrate the good he did the many years he was here as our associate pastor.
Our Parish Mission came on the heels of this sad news with which we were still dealing. We needed this Mission more than at
any other time. I saw great graces come from our Parish Mission. People were touched in ways that only the Holy Spirit could arrange. Forgiveness came into the hearts of many people. Many with difficult family situations came seeking answers and found the
power of Christ helping them move forward. Many came looking for reasons to continue to believe in the midst of so many Church,
cultural, and worldwide tragedies, and they found faith and hope once again. Some came for help to turn their lives around, to
choose charity over vengeance, and they found love. God is so wonderful, so awesome. I really enjoyed this Mission, and I feel Fr.
Don did a great job of bringing us the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Our Stewardship renewal brought the focus back on our response to the Gospel. How have we responded to the call by Jesus to
be His Disciples? Whatever the circumstances of our lives, no matter what challenges we may face, we are still His Disciples. We are
Jesus’ hands, feet, mouth and eyes— we are His Most Sacred Heart—we are the way He wants to love His people.
This year our Stewardship Renewal was well received even when people could easily have closed their minds and hearts because
of difficult times that were bearing the burden of difficult times both within our parish, in our economy, and in our world. Yet, I feel
the Holy Spirit inspired people to take up the banner of true gratitude. We can be grateful for the good that came our way. We can
show we are thankful when others show their love for us. We have been blest by a Faith that will endure. We are buoyed up by a
Hope that will not be drowned. And we are enflamed by the Love of God to be His love for others. Stewardship means faithful gratitude even for our crosses. Easter Sunday tells us that Good Friday is not the end of the story. †
Fr. OK

Totus Tuus

J

Just what is Totus Tuus you may ask? Totus Tuus is the St.
Gerald Summer Catechetical Program for children entering into
grades 1-6 next fall, and teens entering grades 7-12. Totus Tuus
is a summer Catholic youth program dedicated to sharing the
Gospel and promoting the Catholic faith through evangelization,
catechesis, Christian witness and Eucharistic worship.
Totus Tuus, a Latin phrase meaning “totally yours,” was the
motto of Pope John Paul II signifying the desire to give oneself
totally to Jesus Christ through Mary.
A visiting team of seminarians and college students from
across the country bring this program to St. Gerald. Each team
will consist of 2 young men and 2 young women. They will lead
games, songs, water fights and more. Daily Mass will also be
included in the program. †
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Children entering 1st – 6th grade will meet
Monday through Friday from 9am – 3pm.
Teens entering 7th – 12th grade will meet
Sunday through Thursday from 7:30pm – 9:40pm.
Wednesday evening will be a parish-wide social event.
All activities will take place at St. Gerald School,
78th and Lakeview. The cost for the week will be
$20 per child; three or more children will be $50 per family.
Scholarships are available through written requests to
Fr. Korte. Children will be asked to bring a sack lunch.
Snacks and drinks will be provided.
Registration deadline is June 1st.
If you have any questions or would like to register
please contact Mary Harper at 402-659-1100
or the Business Office at 402-331-1955.
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Getting to Know
Father Anthony Espinoza

T

By Eric Olson, Parishioner
The Rev. Anthony Espinosa is a traveling man.
St. Gerald’s new associate pastor was born in New
York City, went to the seminary in Connecticut, and is in
his sixth Omaha Archdiocese parish since being ordained
in 1996.
“I hope I can unpack my suitcase and stay here
awhile,” he said, laughing.
St. Gerald is by far the biggest parish Fr. Anthony
has been in, and he said it will take some time for him
to put faces with names. He said the people he has
met have been welcoming, and he’s been impressed
with the parish’s vibrancy.
Fr. Anthony, who turned 47 in May, earned his bachelor degree at the New York Institute of Technology and was considering a career in transportation and urban planning when he heeded the call to priesthood.
He attended Catholic schools and was involved in parish life growing up. As he got
older, he began doing volunteer work for the pro-life movement. Friends encouraged
him to consider a vocation. They saw in him patience and a willingness to listen, among
other qualities.
“As a boy, I thought of the priesthood, and it surfaced again during my college
years,” he said. “There were whispers in my ear from people. I thought to myself, ‘Why
not be full-time for God?’ ’’
Fr. Anthony planned to stay in Connecticut after graduating from the seminary, but no
parish assignment was imminent there. He applied to the Omaha Archdiocese on the advice
of a friend and was given a pre-ordination assignment in Humphrey and spent several
months there. He moved to St. Joseph Parish in Omaha before being ordained in 1996.
His first assignment as a priest was as associate pastor at St. Bonaventure in Columbus.
For Fr. Anthony, the culture shock associated with his move to rural Nebraska was
considerable. He joked that his first task was “adapting to John Deere and herbicides.”
“Having grown up in New York, where life is so hectic, I found here a people who
are polite,” he said. “You know your neighbor.
It was beautiful to see that people can get
along with each other without snapping in
anger.”
Fr. Anthony said he has few, if any, hobbies. He said he immerses himself in work
and enjoys spending time with groups of
people. He is chaplain for the American GI
Forum, Latinas Unidas and the Ancient
Order of Hibernians.  
He admits he’s a bit stuck in time musically, and enjoys listening to 80’s pop
bands such as Van Halen, Cyndi Lauper,
Huey Lewis and the Bangles.   
Of course, he follows the New York
Yankees, like any kid from the Bronx.
And he has a pet cockatiel named
Nathan. The bird gets his name from
Nathan’s Famous Frankfurters, a popular New York area eatery.
Fr. Anthony also takes pride in the fact
that he was pastor of the only Omaha
church with an operating bowling alley.
The 10-lane alley is in the basement of
Immaculate Conception.
“I’m going to build a bowling alley right
Father Anthony Espinoza here,” he said, laughing. “And I don’t care if it
competes with Mockingbird.” †

SpiritLink † St. Gerald Catholic Church   †   May 2011

The Pillars of
Parish Stewardship
In a stewardship parish Jesus Christ is
the foundation. From the foundation
four pillars arise:
Hospitality
“When I was a stranger. You welcomed
me.” We welcome each other and the
newcomer.
Prayer
“Thy will be done.” The faithful steward
must pray daily, especially prayers of gratitude and participating in Mass.
Formation
Educating the mind and forming the
heart are necessary steps in the steward’s
growth.
Service
There will always be needs in this world.
Even if there were no needs, however, we
still have a need to give. God created us
with this need to give. “It is in giving that
we receive.”

Pillar opportunities:
Hospitality:
Ushers & Greeters
Young Adult Ministry
Bridge Group
Prayer:
Altar Servers
EMHC and Lectors
Formation:
Religious Education
Adult Education Committee
Service:
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Parking Lot Patrol
Maintenance Committee
Music Ministry
If you would like to be involved at St.
Gerald, and are interested in these opportunities, please contact the Business Office
at 331-1955.
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Duffi and Ron Goodrich

Responding to the Invitation

A

By Joan Squire, Parishioner

Ask a busy person to do something, and they will probably tell you “yes.”
The morning of the 2009 Christmas blizzard, Ron and Duffi Goodrich arrived at 8:00am Mass with about 25 other people and Msgr. Fucinaro.
Phone calls had already been made canceling scheduled visits to home-bound parishioners that morning. Two women were so disappointed that
the Goodriches, along with another homebound EMHC couple, Todd and Deb Banchor, agreed to give it a try; after all, they were scheduled for
that morning and were already out.  
The call to bring the Eucharist to shut-ins came to Ron and Duffi many years earlier while Ron was still an officer with the Omaha Police
Department. One of the Notre Dame Sisters asked them to bring Holy Communion to residents in a nursing home in north Omaha’s Sacred Heart
Parish. The home was located in a neighborhood that was not considered safe. After that, St. Gerald Pastoral Minister, Sr. Margarita Simon, asked
them to fill in for her when she was unable to make her normal rounds. When the Sunday lay outreach to the homebound began at St. Gerald, the
Goodriches were ready to join the team.
Ron and Duffi, as a couple, brought the Eucharist to the homebound. They saw that with both of them present, there was always someone
with whom the homebound person could relate.  Ron shared, “Taking Holy Communion to these parishioners is so rewarding. The recipients
are always so grateful to be able to receive the Eucharist and they are grateful for the little bit of time that they have to chat. It’s uplifting to have
brought such joy into their homes.”
Duffi laughingly remembered her first invitation to serve as lector. She often participated at 5:30 evening Mass at St. Columbkille. Many years
ago, after she had been there a few times, the celebrant invited her
to read. That first time she was very nervous. Now she cannot get
enough of it. “Lectoring is a wonderful ministry,” Duffi said. As
she prepares in advance for every day’s reading, “I am drawn to
look at the daily Scripture for the entire week.  It became a habit.
I especially love reading for the Omaha Serra Club Mass for the
Shut-Ins that airs Sundays at 10am.” About serving as a lector she
reflected, “I believe if you practice and proclaim it well, the Holy
Spirit flows, and the intended message gets out.”
Duffi’s professional expertise in printing and publishing has
served St. Gerald Parish well.  She found herself volunteering
as chairperson for the very first parish photo directory. During
the spiritual program of Renew in the 80’s, Duffi served on the
core team and worked with a committee on the seasonal Renew
publication. A few years later, Fr. Larry Dorsey suggested a
parish newsletter as a means to educate the parish during the
process of designing and building the church at 96th and Q.
Along with Notre Dame Sister Rosalee Burke, Duffi was invited
to spearhead that activity and SpiritLink was born. She served
as editor, layout artist, and publisher from early 1990 through
1999.  The Stewardship Committee revived SpiritLink in 2007,
and she was invited to help them get if off the ground.  When
a firm foundation had been laid, she suggested that others be
given the opportunity to help.  
In the mid 90’s, the 96th & Q parking lot was experiencing
a rash of car break-ins during parish liturgies and other
activities. Fr. Gary Ostrander asked Ron, then retired from
the Omaha Police Department, to come up with a plan. Ron
recruited volunteers to patrol the parking lot during
these times to discourage and report unwanted intruders.
Ron also authored the guidelines used to keep personal
property and, more importantly, the parking lot patrolmen,
safe.
Ron and Duffi Goodrich
Building security was another issue that needed Ron’s attention.
As the single security person for both campuses for many years,
Frank Centarri would occasionally ask Ron to cover the evening rounds, insuring that all parish facilities were locked up properly for the night.
Ron would find himself called to spend time with the Blessed Sacrament in the midst of his rounds, an unexpected perk of the job. Ron and Frank
then recruited a group of men, each to take on this responsibility on a weekly basis.
When their son, Aaron, was a freshman in high school, Duffi was invited to help with the Godparent Faith Sharing Program for our parish
youth, a four-year commitment.  When her original partner could no longer help, Ron left the RCIA program he had served for many years and
joined her. “It’s wonderful to see those young people, some now married with children, active in the life of St. Gerald Parish,” they both shared.
In their 41 years of marriage, working with St. Gerald, the Notre Dame Sisters, and the Serra Club of Omaha, among others, has taught Ron and
Duffi the true meaning of helping others. They both still say “yes” when called, but Ron reflected, “Sometimes you have to stand back and let
someone else try out the job.  You never know what good that might do as well.” †
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Journey from Prayer Wimp
to Prayer Warrior

R

By Carol Dillon, Parishioner

Recently a friend asked me to pray for a relative who had cancer. Two years ago I would have cringed inside and thought: I will
pray for him, but I don’t know how effective those prayers will be. I
probably would have called my parish prayer line to make sure that
prayer experts would be sending supplications to heaven for that
person. But now I tell people with prayer requests that I will pray—
and I do this with confidence, faith and trust.
A spiritual transformation happened to me as the result of a
concerted effort to improve my prayer life. For some time my prayers
had seemed flat, distracted, and useless. I would attend daily Mass
or start a prayer and come to the end wondering what happened in
between the beginning and end, sort of like driving somewhere and
not remembering the trip. I knew that something was missing when I
prayed--I just didn’t know what.
That was about the time that I discovered EWTN, the Catholic
cable television network, and KVSS, our Catholic radio station. I
was introduced to a whole new set of prayers like The Divine Mercy
Chaplet and The St. Michael Chaplet. Their programs provided
me with fresh ideas for meditations on prayers like the rosary, and
their programs’ guests (Scott Hahn, Mark Hart, Mike Aquilina, and
others) caused me to re-examine my attitudes toward prayer and
my relationship with God, the Blessed Mother, and the saints. I had
tapped into the resources of the Universal Church.
Determined to improve my prayer life, I found the lives of the
Carol Dillon
saints, scripture studies with Jeff Cavins, and books on the sacraments and other treasures of the Church filled all of my hours not
committed to work and family obligations. I discovered a beautiful section on Prayer in The Catechism of the Catholic Church towards the end
of the book. Plus, I encountered inspirational gems from saints like Padre Pio, who advised his penitents to become best friends with their
guardian angels and to ask their angels to teach them how to pray.
An easy habit that I adopted was to turn on Catholic radio while I was driving. I believe this helped my attention at Mass and during
the rosary to become more focused. Also I discovered that so much input from the world and our society negatively impacted my thinking.
Replacing the worldly input with godly ideas and spiritual truths diluted those negative impacts. I find that the more time I spend praying
and focusing my attention on my spiritual life, the more sincere, faith-filled and trusting my prayers become.
Fortunately, we don’t have to have cable TV or spend a fortune on books to grow spiritually. St. Gerald’s Parish Library has many of the
books featured on EWTN, and our parish provides a number of devotional opportunities for us: First Friday and First Saturday devotions,
the rosary before daily Mass (at both Lakeview and 96th & Q), Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena, adoration before the Blessed Sacrament, and others. In addition, St. Gerald offers scripture studies, days of recollection, retreats and other spiritual programs to deepen our faith
and expand our knowledge of the Church.
Other parishes in the archdiocese present workshops, speakers, and devotions. These are often listed in our parish bulletin and are featured in The Catholic Voice. Prayer groups, such as Pro-Sanctity, offer events for different ages. We do not have to look too far to find support
for spiritual growth. Omaha has three Catholic bookstores (Adoremus, Cosgrave Church Goods and Gloria Deo), and we can order books and
holy reminders from EWTN.com.
As if I did not have enough reason to become a prayer warrior to intercede for my family, friends, and others, I know that I have a duty
to pray always because Jesus told us so. At Fatima and other appearances Our Lady asked for prayers, especially the rosary, for souls headed
for hell because they have no one to pray for them. Additionally, Blessed Teresa of Calcutta insists that our work for the Lord becomes more
effective when we have a strong prayer life. She attributes to prayer the resources and abilities she and her sisters receive to serve their people.
Father Corapi asserts that no one enters heaven or hell alone and urges his listeners to become the Blessed Mother’s prayer warriors.
That sounds like a worthy goal to me!
Note:  Just because I am moving toward becoming a prayer warrior does not mean that those pesky distractions have disappeared. St.
Teresa of Avila, Doctor of the Church, sometimes dozed during communal prayers and had difficulty concentrating on familiar prayers. We
all are human after all and suffer common spiritual challenges. †
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Joy in Suffering
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By Mary Harper, Parishioner

I came across a novena a while ago entitled, “Joy in Suffering: According to St. Therese of the Child Jesus.” Puzzled, I
thought, “How is there joy in suffering?” I had seen suffering--it
was absent of joy. Still intrigued, I prayed the novena and began
to understand the concept but not fully grasp the application.
“We are just a bunch of temporaries,” I had often told our
children throughout their childhood, trying to impress upon
them our goal of eternal life with our God. I understand our
joy is to be with God after we suffer our trials in this valley of
tears. I know there will always be joyful moments in our lives,
and these moments are just glimpses of the joy which is ours in
eternal life.
On January 7th our world changed when my husband, Bill,
was diagnosed with stage IV melanoma. Intense suffering began for our family as we prayerfully begged God for a miracle.
Joy in suffering – how can this be? And then it happened.
It was late one night; I was praying in supplication for my
husband’s life when gradually my prayer started to change; I
went from asking God to do my will to asking for the graces
to surrender to God’s will. I told Him I wanted my husband to

stay with me a while longer.
I told Him the concerns of
my heart; I remembered
that God’s plan is the best
plan whether we agree or
not. He has all the pieces
of the mosaic; we have
only a few.
As I surrendered
to God, in my mind’s eye I saw
Him reach down from the cross, grab my hand
and pull me up to join Him. I began to realize that when we
suffer in life we are on the cross with Jesus. When our suffering is over, He gently lets us down. At the end of our lives He
lifts us to the cross for the last time. In our suffering we are
never alone.
I fell in love with God again that night, more deeply than
I have ever loved Him. The joy I had not seen in suffering was
now mine to keep. I know He will never leave my heart. My joy
will be complete when I meet Him face to face in eternal life.
We are just a bunch of temporaries, don’t you know?

Confirmation

Cartoon by Kathy Kensinger

“B-I-N-G-O!” That’s how
we spell Stewardship.
Members of the St. Gerald Youth and Young
Adult Ministry Groups have been hosting Bingo Nights at the Bellevue Veteran’s
Home.
We appreciate the chance to serve those who
have spent their lives serving our country.
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Spring Activities
Palm Sunday: Procession & Bake Sale

First Communion
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RCIA
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Stewardship is giving thanks by giving back.
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Eucharist and Penance Schedule
WEEKEND MASSES:		
Day
Time
Location

WEEKEND CONFESSIONS:
Day
Time
Location

Saturday
Sunday

5:00pm
7:00am

Saturday

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

7:30am
9:00am
10:30am
12:00pm

96th & Q
78th &
Lakeview
96th & Q
96th & Q
96th & Q
96th & Q

3:00 – 4:30pm

96th & Q

WEEKDAY MASSES:		
Day
Time
Location

WEEKDAY CONFESSIONS:
Day
Time
Location

Mon – Sat

8:15am

Mon – Fri

12:00pm

Mon – Fri

12:15pm

Mon – Fri

Anytime by appointment
Call 331-1955 to set  appt.

78th &
Lakeview
96th & Q

96th & Q

