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By Eric Olson, Parishioner 

 As a deacon couple, Ray and Sue Lukowski say their greatest yet most satisfying challenges have been to step out of their comfort zones.
 That could mean making visits to the poor for St. Vincent de Paul, counseling the depressed and addicted or, in Sue’s case, accepting a surprise 
request to serve as a doula for an expectant friend. 
 “The toughest times are the times you feel the most rewarded, the most graces,” Ray said. “You feel the Holy Spirit right there to help you 
through tough times.”
 Added Sue: “God pours a grace back at you that is unimaginable.”
 The Lukowskis have been St. Gerald members since 1974. It wasn’t until about 15 years later that Ray began thinking about becoming a deacon, 
after he and Sue had what they called a life-changing experience.
 They made a pilgrimage to Medjugorje, the village in Bosnia-Hercegovina where the Virgin Mary has been reportedly appearing and giving 
messages to the world since 1981. Shortly after that, the Lukowskis joined a prayer group, and several members took note of Ray’s spirituality and 
compassion and asked him if he had ever considered becoming a deacon.
 Ray said that at the time he didn’t know much about the role of a deacon. He doubted he was worthy of such a calling. 
 “I’m going to need a really, really strong sign,” he told himself. 
 That sign came at his son Tim’s wedding reception in 1994. Father William Fitzgerald sat down 
with the Lukowskis at dinner and out of the blue asked Ray about becoming a deacon.
 “We need meat and potatoes Catholics to be deacons,” Ray remembers Fr. Fitz telling him. 
 Sue recalled thinking to herself, “That’s all he eats is meat and potatoes.”   
 Ray and Sue began diaconate training, and in 2000 Ray was ordained. Ray served as a facilitator 
at the old Richard Young Hospital, lending an ear to the depressed and addicted, and 
later worked with troubled youth at a facility at Methodist Hospital. 
 More recently, he hears testimony of people who are in the fifth step of the 
Alcoholics Anonymous’ 12-step program. The fifth step requires a person to admit 
to God and to another human being, usually a clergy member, the nature of the 
person’s wrongs.
 Sue used to make calls with Ray when he was president of St. Gerald’s 
St. Vincent de Paul chapter, they’ve worked 
together at the Stephen Center homeless 
shelter, and they’ve counseled more than 
20 couples in marriage preparation. 
 Sue said her most memorable event as 
part of a diaconate couple was when an 
expectant couple asked her to serve as the 
mom-to-be’s doula, an assistant who provides 
various forms of physical and emotional 
support during labor.  “She thought I was a 
very strong and calming person,” Sue said.
“Inside, I was shaking like a leaf.” 
 Ray worked as a Union Pacific Railroad 
yardmaster, and Sue works for Bank of the West in the mortgage banking 
division. Their grown sons are Tim and Scott.
 Ray loves sports, especially baseball, and Sue relaxes by 
crocheting. Both also enjoy antiques and spending time with their 
three grandchildren. †
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St. Gerald PariSh MiSSion StateMent
We as St. Gerald’s Catholic Parish are a Eucharistic community who will help each other to be good and faithful stewards of God’s love. 

With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will accomplish this through prayer, worship, education and service.

For the Vision and identity statements, go to the bottom oF the home page at www.stgerald.org



Called to Holiness

O
By Rev. Gary Ostrander, Pastor

 Once an association with a word gets into our head (whether it is right or wrong) we have 
a hard time thinking of it any other way. This is certainly the case with the word stewardship. 
We think of it in terms of money. Yet, that is several steps removed from the root foundation of 
stewardship. The root foundation is our relationship to God and our responsibility to what God 
has bestowed upon us, our responding to the call that God gives to us in relationship to our 
blessings.
 What is the most fundamental gift we have received from God? The most fundamental gift 
we have received is God’s life and love. Another word for that is grace. If for one moment we 
would really understand who we are and what we are called to be, we would be overwhelmed. 
We would be in sheer awe that we bear God’s life and that God wants us to grow deeper in that 
life.

 Thus, the call to holiness is not a peripheral responsibility we have. Holiness is fundamen-
tal. Holiness is our primary vocation in life. Everything in our life should be about growing in 
holiness. Growing in holiness is not some vague pious way of acting. Growing in holiness is re-
flecting on our thoughts, words and deeds; the very root of who we are and whose life we bear. 
Holiness is reflecting God’s life. And what does God’s life look like? It looks like love. It looks 
like compassion. It looks like forgiveness. It looks like sacrifice. It looks like generously giving 
ourselves for others, which is why we exist. God gave His life for us.
 If we are trying to grow in holiness, we will be living stewardship at the very core of our 
being. Sharing of time, talent and treasure will at that point flow unconsciously from who we 
are – people growing in the life we have been given – God’s life. †
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The Pastoral Council of 
St. Gerald’s are, from left, 
Angie Luna, Sr. Michelle 
Faltus, SFCC, Jamie 
Zabrocki, Mary Bystrom, 
Glen Bennett, Ryan Sevcik 
and Judy Haug. Not 
pictured are Brent Pohlman 
and Tim Mundorf.
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50th
 † the 2009-2010 school year is special as st. gerald‘s school celebrates its 50th year.  principal dave 
garland says, “this is a significant achievement for our parish family.”  

 † to commemorate the 50 years there will be a variety of monthly activities.  

 † the august open house featured free hot dogs and ice cream. 

 † in september the school sponsored a “pie in the Face” booth at the parish festival. the booth 
generated a lot of fun and was very popular.  

 † october featured a stewardship drive focused on collecting canned goods for the needy.  

 † in upcoming months, other activities celebrating the anniversary will include a 50‘s theme play con-
ducted by middle school students and an alumnus Chili Feed.

Anniversary 
Activities
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By Todd and Deb Banchor, Parishioners

 A typical conversation with Dave Garland starts with a hearty handshake, a cheery smile, and 
the question, “How are the kids doing?”  He always remembers their names and usually follows 
with a comment, “Oh, you must be proud of them.”
 In his 25 years as St. Gerald’s principal, he has shown great love for the students and the 
St. Gerald’s family.  His favorite moments are when a child’s face lights up because he or she is 
happy and proud of an accomplishment. “That is what it is all about—helping the kids suc-
ceed and to learn.  That is a moment that God is shining on us all.”  Dave adds, “I love this 
job.”
 Dave and his wife of 37 years, Mary, have both been involved in education, with her 
being a retired principal in the OPS system and now teaching part-time.  The Garlands 
see their marriage as a partnership and friendship that is a gift.  They have two grown 
children and three grandsons.  Dave’s hobbies include sports, especially baseball, and 
traveling.  He and Mary enjoy the relaxation and tranquility of being at the ocean.
 One of the greatest miracles that Garland has experienced was the birth of his 
children.  That miracle has greatly affected his attitudes towards the school children.  
He explains it like this, “What a miracle that creates such awe!  You can’t help but want to 
take care of the children after experiencing that.”
 Faith and love of the Church are priorities for Dave and sharing that with the school children is a priority for 
him.  He lives his life with a motto he adopted from Fr. Foster, “Exemo Corde,” which means “from the heart.”  After several 
years in the public school system, Garland found the switch to Catholic schools “refreshing.”  He calls it a “ministry that promotes the 
attitude of stewardship with the students.  We can talk about Jesus and help educate the heart and teach a lifestyle of giving.”  

 “Mr. G,” as many of the students call him, has seen many changes.  The parish built the Fr. Foster 
Parish Center / Gym, added classrooms to the basement, added new technology resources, and re-

established the middle school.  The school’s primary focus has been to provide a strong curriculum 
that will educate the students and prepare them well for high school and life.  He is proud of the 
education offered and is quick to brag that 12 students have earned scholarships to local Catholic 

high schools in the past three years.  He is also extremely proud of the quality, commitment, and 
dedication of the staff and teachers.

 Dave’s enthusiasm still is strong after 25 years.  He makes it a point to know each student by 
name within the first week of school.  He wants to show them that he cares!  He enjoys interact-

ing with them and loves getting their hugs and smiles when he hands out candy and gum on 
Fridays.  Former student Jeff Banchor remarked that he will always remember “Mr. G being 
out on the playground when school got out and talking and laughing with the students.”  

 With all of the responsibilities of being the principal of a school, Garland remarked 
that his first love is still teaching.  He finds that the biggest “teaching moments” can 

occur anywhere or anytime.  He looks for them in the classroom, at lunch, or on the 
playground; times when children can be taught good lessons about life, themselves, 

and others.  It is from those times that he derives the greatest satisfaction as he continues 
his efforts to serve and minister to the kids and make a difference in their lives.  This is why he 

still loves his job and his ministry. †

sept 8, 1959. st gerald Catholic school opens with grades 1 through 8. there are 125 students, tuition is 
free. most students lived close enough to walk to school.

may 1960. 12 students are the first graduates of st gerald Catholic school.

aug 1960. principal sr. mary Jasper and sr. mary alvina, sssF, move into a home on dodson Circle that 
was purchased for their use.  they had been living in one of the empty classrooms.

october 1963. the school adds four classrooms, a library, boiler room and new entrance.

1964. the school begins charging tuition to pay salaries for lay teachers.

march 1968. Lawrence heck is the first elementary lay principal, both for the school and diocese.

1972. Volunteer Carole manders is hired as school secretary.

august 25, 1980. Kindergarten is added. Judy morrison is the teacher.

1983. dave garland becomes principal and changes the mascot from the dragon to the pride.

august 30, 1984. a computer is introduced. 

1984-1985. enrollment reaches 280 students in kindergarten through grade 6. the school expands from 
one room per grade to two.

History of St Gerald School

Dave Garland – A Man of “Teaching Moments”
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march 1968. Lawrence heck is the first elementary lay principal, both for the school and diocese.

1972. Volunteer Carole manders is hired as school secretary.

august 25, 1980. Kindergarten is added. Judy morrison is the teacher.

1983. dave garland becomes principal and changes the mascot from the dragon to the pride.

august 30, 1984. a computer is introduced. 

1984-1985. enrollment reaches 280 students in kindergarten through grade 6. the school expands from 
one room per grade to two.

1986. the parish Center is added with new gym space. the school basement is remodeled into a library, 

computer lab and classrooms.

aug 1991. st gerald forms a cooperative middle school with st. Joan of arc.

2000. new playground equipment is installed.

may 20, 2005. ground is broken for new classrooms, library and office space.

2006-2007. grades seven and eight return to st gerald school.

History of St Gerald School

Dave Garland – A Man of “Teaching Moments”

Mr. Garland, 
Mrs. Morrison, and 
St. Gerald Students 

show their Pride.
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By Eric Olson, Parishioner 

 Deep and strong are the ties that bind Mary Treinen to St. Gerald School.
 Mary was in St. Gerald’s second graduating class. Her three sons all attended the school. 
And Mary has taught first grade for 22 years over two stints.
 The daughter of founding parish members John and Elaine Tolan, Mary has always 
been part of the St. Gerald family.
 “It’s the only parish I’ve ever known,” she said. “I call it my home away from home, 
because it really is. I’ll see parents of former students and we’ll reminisce about all those 
good days. When I go to church, I’ll realize I taught the servers, the lector. It’s pretty fun.”
 Mary is among four current staff members who attended St. Gerald as students. The 
others are Trish [Couture] Buechler (kindergarten), Michaela [D’Ercole] Jacobson (third 
grade) and Christi [Gohr] Keenan (fourth grade). 
 Mary said she has a special bond with Michaela and Christi. That’s because Mary 
taught them both.
 Teaching, to be sure, is a vocation for Mary. Her father taught math and was an 
assistant principal at the Boys Town grade school, and she remembers sitting at the 
kitchen table watching Dad check papers. She would spend her weekends playing school with 
anyone willing, and by age nine she knew she wanted to follow in her father’s footsteps.
 After attending the old Ryan High School and graduating from UNO with a degree in elementary education, Mary 
taught at St. Gerald for 11 years before leaving at about the time her oldest child was born. 
 She was a stay-at-home mom for 12 years when Principal Dave Garland asked if she would be interested in returning. Mary said 
she was unsure at first. Father Tom Weisbecker, who was at St. Gerald at the time, told her that the school needed her. That urging was 
all she needed.
 Mary has been back at her dream job for 11 years, and she doesn’t plan on leaving any time soon.
 She and her husband, Rick, are the parents of John, 22, a senior at UNO; Danny, 20, a sophomore at Creighton University; and 
Kevin, 17, a senior at Creighton Prep.
 In her spare time Mary likes to read mysteries, sew and watch sports. But teaching is her passion.
 Mary has always taught first grade. She said she loves laying the foundation for children’s future learning and helping them de-
velop a good attitude about education. She also takes very seriously her call to teach the children their Catholic faith.
 She said her first-graders are eager to learn and happy to come to school every day.
 “I love to be the one to tell them things for the first time,” she said. “I know they go home and tell their parents, ‘Guess what I 
learned today?’ I like having that kind of impact.” †

Mary Treinen

Helping Hands 
makes Happy Hearts 

at Habitat for Humanity – 
That’s Stewardship!
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Advent – 
What are we
 waiting for?

 each year as advent comes around we are 
invited to Wait.  Waiting can be hard – like 
waiting for exam results or your income tax 
refund. but waiting can be full of expecta-
tion; a time to prepare for something great 
that is going to happen.  this is the spirit of 
advent – an experience of eager longing, of 
confidence that a promise will be fulfilled; a 
time to get ready for a really big event.

 ancient writers remind us that advent 
recalls three comings of Christ among us:
 † his coming in the past as a human 
  infant on the first Christmas night.
 † his coming now through his risen 
  presence in us and among us.
 † his coming in glory at the end of time.

 as we wait in long lines this advent 
season, or as we wait for anything really, it is 
important that we remember to always wait 
with patience, humility, and expectant hope 
in a state of prayer. it is not only a good spiri-
tual discipline, but could also lower our risk 
of holiday-induced anxiety and spiked blood 
pressure. it seems like we‘re all waiting for 
something, so why not use these experiences 
to enhance our advent disciplines by prayer-
fully waiting and joining our prayers with the 
faithful and all the saints?

Heavenly Father;
As we begin our Advent pilgrimage,

grant us the courage to hope.
Hope for your presence,

Hope for your peace,
Hope for your promise.  

ef
Amen.

Fun and 
Games at 
the Parish 
Festival.
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St. Gerald Parish
Mass and Reconciliation Schedule

Weekend Masses
Saturday  5:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
Sunday  7:00 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview
  7:30 a.m. Church, 96th & Q
  9:00 a.m. Church, 96th & Q
  10:30 a.m. Church, 96th & Q
  12:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Weekday Masses
  8:15 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview
  5:30 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Thanksgiving, Thursday, November 26
  9:00 a.m. Church, 96th & Q

Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Tuesday, December 8
Monday  6:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
Tuesday  7:00 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview
  8:15 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview
  12:15 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
  7:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Parish Penance Service, Sunday December 20
  7:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 3:30 – 4:45 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
Anytime by appointment, call 331-1955

non profit
organization
Us postage

paid
permit no. 693

ralston, ne

Vol. 13, No. 3 †  Published 4x yearly by St. Gerald Catholic Church
and the St. Gerald Stewardship Committee

Business Office 7859 Lakeview, Ralston, NE 68127 † 402.331.1955
Pastor: Rev. Gary Ostrander † Development Director: Rev. Mr. Chris Hanson

Editors: Todd Banchor, Eric Olson, Joan Squire † Design: Shannon R.A. Tarvin

g  g  g
Stewardship is giving thanks by giving back.

St. Gerald Catholic Church
Business Office 7859 Lakeview
Ralston, NE 68127

St. Gerald School 
celebrates 50 

years of history 
and education 

within the com-
munity.

For details 
see pages 3-6

Did you Know?
 The Latin word adventus is a translation 
of the Greek word parousia, which means 
the Second Coming.  The early Christians 
believed Jesus would return right away; 
even during their lifetimes.  Each year as 
Advent begins we pray anew to hasten 
in the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.


