
ST. GERALD PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We, as St. Gerald Parish, are a Eucharistic community who will help each other to be good and faithful stewards of God’s love. 

With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will accomplish this through prayer, worship, education, and service. 
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By Marge Peterson, Parishioner

“I was hanging drywall, and I didn’t
know how to cut it, how to hang it, or
how the joints went together,” said
parishioner Tim Mundorf, “but I watched other people, took
carpentry classes, and read books on the subject.  Now I could
probably build a whole house if I had to.”

Tim heard about Habitat for Humanity on KGBI, the
Christian radio station. He volunteered a short time with St. Leo’s
crew.  Nine years ago, he heard St. Gerald was looking for
volunteers, so he signed up.  He was a helper the first two years,
and the third year was asked to head the crew.  He is now the
volunteer coordinator and sometimes the construction manager.

St. Gerald Parish is part of a coalition of churches, both
Catholic and Protestant, that spends three months every fall
building a home, with 10 to 20 volunteers working every
weekend.  Several of the volunteers alternate as supervisor, so

Tim works about 10 days a year, although he used to work every
Saturday and Sunday.

St. Gerald brings in members of the youth group to work,
which Tim thinks is a very good experience for them.

“I’ve learned there are a lot of good carpenters at St. Gerald,
and they are fun to work with,” Tim said. “I enjoy the
camaraderie.” 

“Making a commitment to Habitat for Humanity is part of
my faith,” Tim said. “I feel that I was called to this ministry.  The
people in west Omaha don’t understand what it’s like to be poor.
We don’t usually come in contact with poverty.”

Parishioner Tim Mundorf

Working with 
Habitat for Humanity
Is Part of  
Tim Mundorf’s Faith

“I feel that I was called to this ministry.” 

Come, 
O long-expected Jesus. 
Excite in us the 
wonder, joy, love, and peace
with which it is right to 
come to the manger of our Lord. 

Raise in us, too, 
reverence, gratitude, and 
the resolution to serve.
We ask this in the 
name of Jesus Christ, 
whose advent we hail. 
Amen.

ADVENT PRAYER

PLEASE CONTINUE ON PAGE 3
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STAYING AT A MOTEL
By Rev. Gary Ostrander, Pastor

IS OUR PARISH MORE LIKE A RENTAL PROPERTY OR MORE LIKE FAMILY?

I’ve stayed at a few motels over my lifetime. I’ve noticed a pattern with my behavior when I
do. I don’t clean the toilet before I leave, vacuum the rug, dust, or hang up the towels neatly. I
figure – “I’ve paid my money, I’m a renter, this place isn’t mine, let the owners clean up after
me.” Unless you are a neat freak, when you stay at a motel you will be a user. Any of you who own
rental properties have probably experienced this. When I was stationed at St. Peter’s, the church
owned the apartment complex across the street. One time the renters left and took everything
with them including the sink, tub, stove – all that was left were bare walls.

A family has bonds between each other.
A family is very different experience, or it should be. In a family, there is a sense that we are

part of this group and not a user of this group. A family has bonds between each other, a sense of
oneness. Because they are in the group, there is a sense of personal ownership and responsibility.
The great sadnesses in life is when a family member acts like a renter and just uses the other
members of the family for their own selfish and personal use.

Do you see St. Gerald as your parish family?
Is our parish more like a rental property or more like family? There are some who see the

parish as a spiritual gas station or motel. But there are a tremendous number who see St. Gerald
as their parish family. They take pride in it, take responsibility for it, try to improve it, and try to
make it a warm and welcoming place to be. When newcomers comment on how friendly St.
Gerald’s is, they are commenting on the family atmosphere. This is one of the main reasons they
want to belong to our parish. 

Think about your attitude toward the parish. Try to have a “family” attitude toward it. When
it comes right down to it, a family attitude toward parish is nothing more than stewardship. †

“Think about your 
attitude toward the parish. 

Try to have a “family” 
attitude towards it. 

When it comes 
right down to it, 
a family attitude 
towards parish is 

nothing more than 
stewardship.”

Sheltering Each Other ...

That’s Stewardship!

Another 
Point

of View!
by 

Kathy Kensinger

Youth and 

Young Adult 

Minister



PARISHIONER EMILY ALEXANDER:
Helping Others to “Hear” the Good News ... By Eric Olson, Parishioner
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Remember the face you made when your mom told you to eat
your Brussels sprouts? 

Well, Emily Alexander winced on a recent Sunday when
Father Gary referenced “Brussels sprouts” in his homily, and she
had to come up with a way to translate that much-maligned
vegetable into sign language.

“I really think he did that on purpose,” Alexander said
with a laugh.

The 30-year St. Gerald parishioner has been interpreting Mass
for the hearing impaired for two decades.  She’s the lady in dark
clothing, a few feet to the right of the priest, who signs not only
what’s said on the altar, but what’s sung by the choir.

Alexander learned sign language after her daughter, Katie, lost
her hearing to spinal meningitis as an infant.  She would interpret
Mass while sitting in the pew with Katie at the old church.  She
eventually asked Father Foster if it would be OK for her to stand
on the altar and interpret Mass for any deaf people who might be
in attendance.

“I didn’t really pursue a professional career as an interpreter,
but I’m really happy with doing this as a service for our parish,” she
said.  “I feel that’s my way I can be giving of my talents. Everybody’s
got a talent. You just have to figure out what it is and offer it, and
here it is.”

Alexander knows of 12 to 15 hearing-impaired parishioners,
and she sends out a weekly e-mail to let them know when she’ll be
at Mass, usually 10:30 a.m. She also interprets at monthly

“I didn’t really pursue a professional career as
an interpreter, but I’m really happy with doing
this as a service for our parish.” 

meetings of the St. Gerald Young Adult group, and she’ll be on
hand at weddings and funerals if requested.

Her outside interests include selling PartyLite candles,
traveling with her husband, Bruce, and working in her flower
garden.  She also loves spending time with Katie and keeping in
touch with sons Scott and John, both of whom live in Arizona.

Alexander grew up on a farm near Portsmouth, Iowa, and
graduated from the College of St. Mary before teaching English at
Marian High School for several years.  She also has worked as a
interpreter at Blumfield Elementary School in Ralston and taught
sign language at Metro Community College.  She still volunteers
as a sign-language teacher in the summer at the Ralston Library.

She said not all words are easily interpreted, especially
theological terms.  She summarizes concepts and paraphrases the
priests and deacons when unable to interpret them exactly.

So what about those Brussels sprouts Father Gary
mentioned?  Hey, it probably was easier for Alexander to
interpret them than to eat them. 

She just raised her right hand to her right cheek, formed a
‘V’ with two fingers and motioned toward her mouth to signify
“vegetable,” and then she finger-spelled “Brussels sprouts.” †

In addition to his home building ministry, Tim serves on the
parish pastoral council, is active in the Knights of Columbus, and
works at the parish festival.  He was an EMHC before he became
so busy with Habitat.

Kristi, Tim’s wife of 17 years, schedules the volunteers who
provide lunches for the Habitat workers. She is on the St. Gerald
Home and School Committee, volunteers for Bake for Books, and
helps with other parish fundraisers.  The Mundorfs have two
daughters that attend St. Gerald School, Katherine, a seventh
grader, and Victoria, a third grader. †

Tim Mundorf
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

† † † †
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Advent Stewardship

We as Americans are in the midst of a recession.  We all have to tighten our family budgets, but no
matter what your financial condition is remember ...

YOU ARE RICH IN SPIRITUAL RESOURCES!

We are a stewardship parish and Advent provides a wonderful opportunity to you to BUDGET your
spiritual resources just as you do your financial affairs. By an Advent budgeting of spiritual resources you
can arrive at Christmas with a deep sense of satisfaction that you have truly kept Christ in Christmas. In the
coming weeks we have Advent opportunities available to us. Individually or as a family you are invited to
consider these opportunities:

† Advent Reconciliation † Daily prayer and Scripture

† Living Nativity                    † Eucharistic Adoration

† Mass attendance one or more times a week in addition to Sunday

† Charitable giving to church and community organizations

† Fast from TV one night weekly

Daily prayer and
Scripture
readings Parish Advent Angel Tree

(gifts for families in need)

Please refer to the ADVENT SCHEDULE on the back page of this newsletter.

Angels and Shepherds visit the Christ Child during the 2007 Living Nativity outdoors at 96th & Q.
Three photos above provided by Kathy Kensinger, St. Gerald Youth and Young Adult Minister.

Stewardship starts with an attitude of being so thankful for
what we have been given by God we are eager to give to others
and God.  Spiritual stewardship gives first to God lovingly, and
not from “what is leftover.”  A natural extension of this attitude
of gratitude is a desire to be closer to God and to nourish our
soul and spirituality. A stewardship community strives to
nourish the soul through prayer. “Prayer is as necessary to our
souls as food is to our bodies.” It is through prayer that we
nurture our personal relationship with Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

Prayer increases our hunger to receive the source and
summit of our Catholic faith, the Eucharist. As a parish family,
we gather together to worship and praise God in the Mass.
Nourished by the Word of God and the Eucharist, we are
strengthened as a parish family to go and to serve the Lord.
Stewardship is a lived response to “love one another.”

There is a strong connection between the Eucharistic

celebration and stewardship. In one of the prefaces of the
Eucharistic prayers it says, “Lord, our desire to thank you is
itself your gift.” All we are and seek to become is strengthened
and becomes more perfect through the Eucharist. It is in the
Eucharist where we again recognize our total dependence upon
God for everything. All that is good is a gift from Him. It is not
that we have loved Him, but that He first has loved us by giving
His Son, and we are grateful for His love. 

In both our personal and communal prayer, we turn toward
God to discern properly our talents and gifts. With the gratitude
and humility of good stewards, we place those gifts at the service
of God and one another. At the heart of the steward’s prayer is
the petition, “Thy Will be done.” †

For further information see, “Stewardship, a Disciples Response”,

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and “Characteristics of

a Christian Steward”, The Catholic Archdiocese of Wichita, Kansas.

Stewardship through Prayer 
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In the coming weeks we have ADVENT opportunities available to us.

Eucharistic Adoration 
in the Chapel at 96th & Q.

Many opportunities for 
Mass and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation (Confession).

I am one of the 15 women from MOMS
(Ministry of Mothers Sharing) Session XV, a small
faith sharing group of women that met in the
winter of 2001.

Since joining this parish in the summer of
1995, it seems I’ve always read something about MOMS in the
bulletin.  Yet when I found myself in the Family Room at the first
session on that cold January night, staring at the faces of 17 other
women — most of whom I did not recognize, I had no clue why I
was there.  I just knew that I had been called to be part of this
group, and I was exactly where I needed to be.   

I hadn’t realized how much my prayer life and personal
spirituality had taken a back seat to being a wife and working mom
with a mortgage and aging parents, until I went through those
enriching two months.  After each session, I came home renewed
and full of wonderment at the opportunity Our Lord had given me.
I also came to realize that I need to develop my relationship with
Our Lord on a daily basis before taking on the roles of wife, mother,
daughter, and mortgage maker.  The best part about it is that it
doesn’t take away from the other roles.  It makes them better.

Not only did I learn a lot about my own prayer life and
spirituality during that two-month period, but I also learned a lot
about St. Gerald’s and all the opportunities that our parish has to
offer its parishioners.  

Whenever I talk to someone about my involvement with St.
Gerald’s, I always promote MOMS.  The two months I spent in the
winter of 2001 were only the beginning of a life-long journey that
has brought me closer to Our Lord and helped me to become a
more active and involved member of this parish. †

For more information on how you, too, can get a 
MOMS “Fix”,

visit out Web site at
http://www.freewebs.com/stgeraldsmoms

or watch the bulletin for 
upcoming events and contact information.

The MOMS “Fix” ... By Mary Morss, Parishioner

A peer ministry program created by Paula Hagen, OSB, the Ministry of Mothers Sharing (MOMS,)
creates in women an awareness of the inner sacred self, while at the same time teaching them new
ways to inspire, encourage, and affirm each other. Through the process of personal and spiritual
growth, women have the opportunity to clarify their own giftedness and bring these new strengths
to their family relationships and to the Christian community.

Far left:  
Mary Morss (center) with
husband Ron and son 
Andy, in 2002 during one
of the MOMS 
celebrations.

Immediate left: 
Nancy Sweene and 
Darlene Sheridan light 
the candles during the
2002 celebration.

Photos provided by 

Diane Sunde, St. Gerald

MOMS Coordinator.
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St. Gerald Annual 
Holiday Boutique 
Ends on a Festive Note

The final St. Gerald Holiday Boutique was held
Saturday, November 1, 2008 in the Fr. Foster Parish
Center.  No one can actually remember when the very first
Boutique was held, but once the gym was built and
opened, crafters rented tables, and the event really took off.  

“That was over 23 years ago,” recalls parishioner Joyce Szatko. “Not sure how,
but that’s when I found myself as one of the people in charge!”

Along with her Co-chair Jane Sather, and assistant Marcia Kennelly, Joyce has
seen the fundraiser contribute more than $75,000 to the Funeral Lunch Program in the
parish, the principle beneficiary of the event proceeds every year.

“Recently we also paid to purchase and install the lighting for the front parking lot on
Lakeview, and the new carpeting in the Lakeview Chapel” Joyce said. “It’s been estimated that
the Boutique has contributed well over $100,000 to the parish from its first year to now.” 

After 23 years of organizing, working, and pouring all their energy into making the
Boutique a success, Joyce, Jane, and Marcia are ready to “retire”.

“We just don’t have the same energy and enthusiasm we used to,” Joyce explained.  “No
one has volunteered to take it over, so this was the last St. Gerald Holiday Boutique, at least
for awhile.  We’ll miss it, though,” she continued.  “It really has been a labor of love.” †
A. Event Co-chairs Joyce Szatko and Jane Sather, and assistant Marcia Kennelly acknowledge

that after 23 years of organizing the Boutique, they’re all ready to “retire”.

B. Parishioners Charles and Bonnie Tremel have also been craft table renters for
23 years.  Bonnie creates beautiful American Doll outfits that she sells
throughout the day.  The Tremels have also donated many wonderful auction
items to the Boutique, giving a hand-crafted high chair this year.

C. Parishioner and St. Gerald teacher, Chris Zadina, watches over all the auction
items.

D.  Sue Daly, Dorothy Wiebelhaus, Joan Fucinaro, and Jo Kowal guard the baked
goods.

E. Mary Jo McNamara, Bev Rehmeier, and Adrienne Smith help out in the kitchen.

F. Sherry Wachtler samples the fine cuisine, while Darlene Sheridan makes change.

G. Mary Ward happily ponders her next purchase.

A
B

C

D

E

F

G



Parishioner Joan Meisner insists that when it comes
to her sacristan duties, she doesn’t measure up.

“I’m too short to do some of the things a sacristan
does, like get those gallon jugs down,” she said, “so I call
myself an assistant sacristan.”

At 4’9” Joan may not be able to reach high shelves,
but that doesn’t stop her from being an RCIA mentor,
lector, and St. Gerald choir member. Having several
physical ailments herself, plus undergoing eight
surgeries in five years, she feels right at home visiting
parishioners in the hospital.  She is also in a small faith-
sharing group and is a Benedictine Oblate of Mount
Michael Abbey. Mass and regular prayer are part of her
daily routine.  

She said she hasn’t always been so involved. 
In 2000 she joined St. Gerald Parish after moving

back to her hometown of Omaha, where she’d grown up
with 14 siblings.

Joan and her husband Joe were college professors –
he a university extension agent and she a child development
teacher - at the University of Missouri at Columbia. Joan was just finishing
her doctoral studies when her husband was severely injured in a car
accident. He died a few years later.

After his death, Joan made a decision. She’d travel to Europe,
something she’d learned he had wished for the two of them. Armed with
a brand-new passport, two carry-on bags, and a five-month Eurail pass,
she was off for her six-month adventure alone.

“When I got to the train station in Belgium and walked into the huge
crowd, I asked, ‘Dear God, what do I do?’”

On that six-month trip, she learned a lot, she said.
The diminutive lady from the Midwest got a front row seat at St.

Peter’s Cathedral for midnight Mass with Pope John Paul II. There she
met a lady dressed in mink from head to toe. That lady was the UN
delegate from Turkey to Rome. The two became fast friends.  

No introvert, Joan made friends easily on that trip. “You can
manage. You’re a risk-taker and you begin to trust people,” she said.

Since then, she’s visited Japan, China, Israel,  and Turkey, and taken
a Yangtze River cruise.

“God has given me so many benefits and blessings,” she said. “I
realize the need so many people have. I can’t do a lot, so I pray for them.
Prayer I can do.” 

No tall order for her. †

7

PARISHIONER JOAN MEISNER:
Making a Life of Stewardship ... By Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner
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“God has given me 
so many benefits and blessings ...

I realize the need so many people have. 
I can’t do a lot, so I pray for them. 

Prayer I can do.” 

“Singing is praying twice ..”
†

Is there a person or activity at 
St. Gerald you would like to see 
featured in a future SpiritLink?

Phone or e-mail the parish business office. 
402.331.1955

office@stgerald.org
Subject line should be “SpiritLink”
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Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday 5:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Sunday 7:00 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview
7:30 a.m. Church, 96th & Q
9:00 a.m. Church, 96th & Q

10:30 a.m. Church, 96th & Q
12:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Weekday Mass Schedule
8:15 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview
5:30 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Immaculate Conception - Mass Schedule
Holy Day of Obligation 
Dec. 7   5:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
Dec. 8   7:00 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

8:15 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview
12:15 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
7:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Living Nativity
Dec. 21 7:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Parish Penance Service
Dec. 21 7:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Reconciliation Schedule (Confession)
Dec. 19   Noon-1 p.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

7-8:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
Dec. 20   3-5:00 p.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

3-5:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
Dec. 22 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

7-8:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
Dec. 23 Noon-1:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

7-8:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
Christmas - Mass Schedule
Dec. 24 (Eve)  4:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

6:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
8:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

(Midnight) 12:00 a.m. Church, 96th & Q
Dec. 25 (Day) 7:00 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

8:00 a.m. Church, 96th & Q
10:00 a.m. Church, 96th & Q
12:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Feast of the Holy Family - Mass Schedule
Dec. 28 - Regular Mass Schedule
Solemnity of Mary - Mass Schedule (Holy Day of Obligation) 
Dec.31   5:30 p.m. Church, 96th & Q
Jan. 1   8:15 a.m. Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

10:30 a.m. Church, 96th & Q
5:30 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

✁

ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH
MASS AND RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2008
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