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PARISHIONERS RACHEL SLOWIK AND ALEX TOMETICH
St. Gerald Eighth-Graders Can Tell Us
A Lot About Stewardship
By Sherry Wachtler, Parishioner

Alex Tometich

Rachel Slowik

According to Deacon Chris Hanson, to be a server
students need to meet three requirements:
1. Must be in at least fourth grade.
2. Must have a desire to serve the Lord Jesus in
the Eucharist.
3. Must attend training. Training sessions are
offered about once a quarter.
There are three different opportunities to serve:
1. Daily morning Mass (Lakeview).
2. Daily evening Mass in the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel (96th & Q).
3. Sunday Masses at both worship sites.

They may be only 14 years old, but Rachel Slowik and Alex Tometich
can tell us a lot about stewardship. These St. Gerald eighth-grade students
are two of the parish’s most dedicated altar servers.
Their work isn’t easy. With 900 pairs of eyes on them, they have to
walk up and down the steps trying not to trip over their albs while they
carry lit candles or a heavy cross. Plus they have to remember each
priest’s preferences, and to be very reverent.
For Alex, whose parents are Becky and Joe Tometich, serving Mass is a
way to show his deep gratitude. “I enjoy it because it’s my way to give back
to God for all He’s done for me,” he said. “When I was little, I had a disease
– Severe Combined Immune Deficiency – and I recovered, thanks to God.”
The first time Rachel was scheduled at the 96th & Q worship site,
she was the lone server. A fifth-grader, she was told to prepare and clear
the altar, bring up the Sacramentary, and handle all the duties of the other
servers.
“I was overwhelmed, but I was happy right after I did it, and I was very
proud,” Rachel said. “I feel really happy I’m serving my church,” said Rachel.
“It’s an honor.” Rachel is the daughter of Mary and Bernie Slowik.
Alex was lucky to have older servers help him the first time he served
at the “big” church when he was a fifth-grader. Now he serves nearly every
weekend. One weekend, he didn’t have to serve, and it seemed different to
sit in the congregation. He felt like he should be doing something.
Both students plan to continue serving their church after they enter
high school next year.
Rachel plans on going to Mercy High School where she will continue her
stewardship. “I’m a horrible singer, so I can’t be in the choir, but when I get
older I want to EMHC (serve as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion),” she said. “I’ve learned a lot about the Church.”
Alex, who is going to Gross High School, would also like to be an EMHC,
plus he has even thought about becoming a deacon.
“Altar serving is the best way a young person can be a steward,” Deacon
Chris Hanson said.

ST. GERALD PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We, as St. Gerald Parish, are a Eucharistic community who will help each other to be good and faithful stewards of God’s love.
With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will accomplish this through prayer, worship, education, and service.

Surviving in Today’s World
By Rev. Gary Ostrander, Pastor
“... hospitality needs to be key to parish life”

“We are all people
on a journey ...
We are not meant
to go it alone.
We have family –
personal family
and church family.”

Some of the more popular TV shows these days are “survivor” shows. A person gets
dropped into a harsh environment and must somehow survive for a week. They must find
food, water, shelter, and protection from wild animals. “Going it alone” is very dangerous.
Survival is very much in question. In biblical times hospitality was the solution to a person
crossing the harsh environment of the desert. A person would be very vulnerable not only
to the elements but to robbers. The code of the nomadic desert people was hospitality. If a person was journeying across the desert and came upon your tent you were obligated to take
them in and give them food and water. The story of Abraham welcoming the three strangers
(God) into his tent is all about this kind of hospitality.
We are all people on a journey through a harsh environment (life itself). We are not
meant to go it alone. We have family – personal family and church family. It is through the
support of family that we survive. The journey to heaven is not a “go it alone” journey.
It is in, with, and through family that we journey together to eternal life. Parish family
should be a central ingredient on this journey. There are many groups and activities in our
world that invite us to be part of them, but do any of them have as their primary purpose
the eternal salvation of our soul?
Supporting and helping us to everlasting life in heaven is what our church family is all
about. This is our goal and mission. Because this is our mission, hospitality needs to be key
to parish life. We might not be perfect, but we try to make St. Gerald Parish a very warm,
friendly, welcoming family. Many people who join St. Gerald tell us that they felt this hospitality immediately.
What can you do? Become involved in the parish. Join a parish ministry and ensure
that you are always friendly and welcoming to fellow parishioners and visitors. †

The Pillars of Parish Stewardship
In a Stewardship Parish Jesus Christ is the Foundation.
From the foundation four pillars arise:
HOSPITALITY

“When I was a stranger, you welcomed me.” We welcome each other and the newcomer.

PRAYER

“Thy will be done.” The faithful steward must pray daily, especially prayers of gratitude.

FORMATION

Educating the mind and forming the heart are necessary steps in the steward’s growth.

SERVICE

There will always be needs in this world. Even if there were no needs, however, we still have a need to give.
God created us with this need to give. “It is in giving that we receive.”

Pillar opportunities:
HOSPITALITY

Ushers and Greeters, Welcome Doughnut Sunday

PRAYER

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

FORMATION

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)

SERVICE

St. Vincent de Paul Society

CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE TO SIGN UP FOR ONE OF THESE PILLAR OPPORTUNITIES: 331-1955
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ST. GERALD CATHOLIC CHURCH
MASS, RECONCILIATION, & STATIONS OF THE CROSS SCHEDULE
LENT & EASTER 2008
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:00 a.m.

Church, 96th & Q

February 9 through March 8, 2008

Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

Saturdays 3:30 – 4:45 p.m., Church, 96th & Q

7:30 a.m.

Church, 96th & Q

9:00 a.m.

Church, 96th & Q

10:30 a.m.

Church, 96th & Q

12:00 p.m.

Church, 96th & Q

March 15 through March 22, 2008
Saturday, March 15, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Church, 96th & Q
Saturday, March 15, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Chapel, 78th & Lakeview
Wednesday, March 19, 1:00-2:00 p.m., Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

LENTEN WEEKDAY MASSES

Wednesday, March 19, 7:00-8:00 p.m., Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

through Wednesday, March 19
Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

Thursday, March 20, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

12:15 p.m.

Church, 96th & Q

Thursday, March 20, 11:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m., Church, 96th & Q

5:30 p.m.

Church, 96th & Q

Friday, March 21, 11:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m., Church, 96th & Q

8:15 a.m.

Friday, March 21, 6:00 –7:00 p.m., Church, 96th & Q

PARISH PENANCE SERVICE

Saturday, March 22, 11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m., Church, 96th & Q

Sunday, March 16
7:00 p.m. Church, 96th & Q

Anytime by appointment

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays during Lent, February 8 through March 14, 2008
After the 12:15 p.m. Mass and before the 5:30 p.m. Mass, both at the Church, 96th & Q
Living Stations of the Cross
Good Friday, March 21

12:00 noon

Church, 96th & Q

HOLY WEEK AND TRIDUUM
Monday through Wednesday, March 17 - 19, 2008, see Lenten Weekday Mass Schedule above
Holy Thursday, March 20

Mass of the Lord’s Supper

7:30 p.m.

Church, 96th & Q

Good Friday, March 21

Good Friday Service

7:30 p.m.

Church, 96th & Q

Holy Saturday, March 22

Easter Vigil

8:00 p.m.

Church, 96th & Q

EASTER SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Easter Sunday, March 23

7:00 a.m.

Chapel, 78th & Lakeview

7:30 a.m.

Church, 96th & Q

9:00 a.m.

Church, 96th & Q

10:30 a.m.

Church, 96th & Q

12:00 p.m.

Church, 96th & Q
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“PRAY IT FORWARD ...”
Lent 2008 — St. Gerald Parish Mission
February 25, 26, & 27, 2008
7:00 PM, Church (96th & Q)

P

“PRAY IT FORWARD …
As we are blessed, we are sent to be a blessing to others.”
Above is the theme of the St. Gerald 2008 Lenten Parish Mission. The mission is
scheduled for 7:00 p.m. each evening, February 25th through the 27th, at the 96th &
Q worship site. Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ, will present three evenings of insightful discussions on how we are all blessed. Each evening will end with an opportunity to gather
and socialize in the Fr. Larry Dorsey Fellowship Hall. †

Rev. Larry Gillick, SJ

Rev. Larry Gillick, SJ

Fr. Larry Gillick was born in Milwaukee and attended Marquette Jesuit High School
and St. Norbert College. Often called the “blind man who helps others see,” he entered the Society of Jesus as a brother in 1960, knowing he couldn’t become a priest
because he had been blinded in a childhood accident (pre-Vatican II), and in 1972
(post-Vatican II), Fr. Gillick was ordained to the priesthood.

The people of
St. Gerald Parish
are blessed to have
Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ,
lead us in one of the
many retreats
he conducts
around the country.

Fr. Gillick received his bachelor’s degree from St. Louis University and completed his
theology studies at Regis College in Toronto. He served as Spiritual Director for
Regis seminarians for seven years.
Fr. Gillick arrived in Omaha in 1979 to serve as Spiritual Director for the young
scholastics at Creighton University and Campion House. Beginning in 1984 he
served as Rector of the Jesuit Community at Creighton Prep. He was assigned as Director of the Deglman Center for Ignatian Spirituality at Creighton University in
1991.
Fr. Gillick currently offers spiritual direction to students, faculty, and alumni of
Creighton University, as well as directing retreats around the country. †

Lent 2008 — St. Gerald Parish Mission
St. Gerald Church (96th & Q)
“Pray It Forward ... As we are blessed, we are sent to be a blessing to others.”
WEEKEND MASSES WITH FR. GILLICK
Saturday
February 23
5:00 PM
Sunday
February 24
10:30 AM

Presider & Homilist, Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ
Presider & Homilist, Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ

MISSION DATES
Monday
February 25
Tuesday
February 26
Wednesday
February 27

EVENING’S FOCUS
Where have I been blessed?
Where have I been forgiven?
Being sent ... being a sacrament to others.

TIME
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

OPPORTUNITY FOR FELLOWSHIP
Immediately following each mission evening (M-W) in the Fr. Larry Dorsey Fellowship Hall
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PARISHIONER JANET RENTKO:
Trolleys, Chuckwagons, and Fun with “Friends on Q”
By Eric Olson, Parishioner
Janet Rentko’s calendar is full. She’s the leader of “Friends
on Q,” and she’s already lined up almost a year’s worth of activities
for the club that caters to, shall we say, the more mature parishioners of St. Gerald.
Janet retired as evening nursing supervisor at the VA Hospital
almost four years ago, but she wasn’t ready to slow down. That’s
why she went about organizing a social networking organization
for folks nearing or in their retirement years — “Friends on Q.”
A 28-year parishioner, Janet serves as a lector, and she has
prayed an hour a week in Perpetual Adoration for nearly 10 years.
“Friends on Q” allows her and others to connect with those she
wouldn’t meet otherwise.
“There are a lot of activities for kids and for people with kids
in school,” she said. “For the widows and widowers and the other
older people, aside from going to Mass, there wasn’t a lot of social
stuff.”
Janet modeled “Friends on Q” after the “Primetimers” club at
St. Wenceslaus Parish. Bobbie and Gary Petri headed up “Friends
on Q” in the beginning, and they handed off the leadership to Janet
two years ago. “Friends on Q” has grown to 140 members who
meet at least once a month for a different activity.
Among highlights have been visits to the Double-D Ranch in
Ashland, where members enjoyed a chuckwagon supper, cowboy music show, and the Grande Olde Players Theater; rides on
Ollie the Trolley to see Christmas lights; and speakers such as
humorist Mary Maxwell.
Janet already has planned out most of the events through the
end of the year, such as a corned beef-and-cabbage dinner with
entertainment provided by a magician; a presentation from author

and St. Gerald parishioner
Frank Battalion; a ride on
the River City Star; a visit
from the Hat Lady, and
more.
Though “Friends on Q”
is open to people ages 40 to
“It opens up
120, she says, most of the
a real social outlet
members are in their 60s
for people
and 70s.
who are alone ...”
Janet says she gets
help organizing activities
from her right-hand woman,
Fran Curran and “Friends
of Q” committee members
Marge Peterson, Norma
Welsh, Rita Guenette, Bill and Linda Hughes, the Petris, Don
and Ginny Past, and Marie and Joe Pennisi.
The positive feedback she receives makes all her efforts worthwhile, Janet says.
“It opens up a real social outlet for people who are alone,
because you don’t feel like you’re alone when you’re with
‘Friends on Q.’ ’’ †

Open to people ages 40 to 120.
Watch the weekend bulletins
or check online at www.stgerald.org
for upcoming events, times and places for
“Friends on Q”.

Our Journey through Past Seasons of Lent
ASH WEDNESDAY
Parishioners mark the beginning of Lent with Mass
and the receiving of ashes on Ash Wednesday.
An increase in daily Mass attendance reflects the
prayerful approach St Gerald parishioners take to
the penitential season.
A Lenten Soup Lunch or Supper, sponsored by
the Human Needs Committee, has traditionally
been part of this day. Free will offerings
collected at this meal are given to our parish
St.Vincent de Paul Society.
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WHAT CAN STEWARDSHIP DO FOR US?
“ ... with prayer, love, energy, tithing, thankfulness,
and stewardship.”
When a parish community fully embraces stewardship, it can
have a profound effect on that parish. A lifestyle of being thankful
and giving to God and others has far reaching effects. Consider
some of the accomplishments at St. Francis of Assisi parish in
Wichita, Kansas. Over approximately 20 years they rose from a
struggling parish with significant debt to a thriving community
that fully embraces stewardship.

Here are some of their accomplishments:
“When you tithe,
you aren’t sacrificing
10% of what you have
to give to God –
you are retaining 90%
of what
He gave to you!”
— Deacon Chris Hanson —
St. Gerald Parish Development Director

Another Point of View!
by Kathy Kensinger, Youth and Young Adult Minister

• Over 70 active parish organizations.
• Over 2,000 parish volunteers.
• Reconciliation occurs every day but Sunday.
• 85% of the parishioners attend Mass every Sunday.
• 300 adults and 350 children attend daily Mass.
• Over 500 parishioners participate in Perpetual Adoration.
• Ten parishioners have been ordained as priests.
• Tuition free K-12 school.
• 70% of its 2,600 families use offertory envelopes.
• Elimination of debt.
• Sponsor of a medical clinic.
• Fundraisers do not exist at St. Francis of Assisi.

Isn’t this something we want?
St. Francis is a Midwestern USA parish and school comparable in
size to St. Gerald. Their success can happen here, too. We need you.
We need your prayer, love, energy, tithing, thankfulness, and
stewardship. †

Giving with
Love.
GOOD FRIDAY
Our Living Stations of the Cross have become a Good Friday tradition at
St. Gerald. Weather permitting, many years have seen the commemoration
of the Crucifixion unfold outdoors. Members of our parish youth group
and of other parish ministries enact each station, while the gathered faithful
join them in prayer. Pictured on page 7:
Third Station:
Jesus falls the first time.
Eighth Station:
Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem.
Eleventh Station: Jesus is crucified.

† This year’s Living Stations of the Cross will be held on Good Friday,
March 21, 12:00 noon at the church, 96th & Q.

† Stations of the Cross on Fridays during Lent after 12:15 Mass and

That’s Stewardship!
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February 2008

†

St. Gerald Catholic Church

† SpiritLink

Christian Stewardship through Hospitality
“When I was a stranger, you welcomed me.”
Matthew 25:35
Jesus Christ teaches that whenever we welcome one of the least of our sisters and brothers, we welcome Christ Himself. One of St. Gerald’s many strengths
is our friendliness. As parishioners of a stewardship parish, we want to see Christ
in one another. With special vigilance, it is important to seek out and welcome new
members to the parish family. A stewardship parish is a welcoming parish regardless
of the parish demographics: large or small - urban, suburban, or rural.

“... we want everyone to belong
and be involved in our community.”
We are all prodigal children hoping to be welcomed home. In a hospitable
parish, members and guests feel they belong and are appreciated. St. Gerald’s
hospitality and friendliness helps us all have a sense of “ownership,” because we
want everyone to belong and be involved in “our” community. When parishioners
experience a warm and sincere welcome, they in turn become open to give themselves to others and God. As God gives His love to each of us daily, He calls us to love
one another. When we are recipients of such love from others, we are
attracted to follow this example.
The most vibrant stewardship parishes are those in which
parishioners know they are welcomed, which fosters a sense of ownership and personal involvement in lived stewardship to the parish
family. Our friendliness at St. Gerald is a gift and a sign of our Stewardship and God’s love. †

Above: Greeter Bonnie McDowall.
Members of our parish Hospitality Ministries of
Ushers and Greeters welcome people
as they enter the church.

Based on The Pillars of Parish Stewardship, prepared by the Office
of Stewardship, The Catholic Diocese of Wichita, Kansas.
Right: At the Easter Vigil, Fr. Gary
confirms David Browning.
Every year we welcome new Catholics
into our faith family through RCIA.

Our Journey through Past Seasons of Lent
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The Backbone of our Welcoming Parish Community
On Friday, January 18, 2008, the St. Gerald Knights of Columbus (Fr. William Foster Council 9518) sponsored
the annual Clergy Appreciation Dinner honoring our priests and deacon couples. Our priests and deacons were
thanked for their dedication, service, leadership, and for being leadership examples of how we are to live as a
welcoming stewardship parish. Pictured (all are left to right) - back row: Deacons Chris Hanson, Doug Marsh,
Tom Valasek, Grand Knight Terry Fletcher, Fr. Ralph Lammers, Pastor Fr. Gary Ostrander, Fr. Roland Peschel,
and Deacon Lonnie Dinneen. Front row: Carol Marsh, Kathy Valasek, Mary Dinneen, Erika Hanson, and Associate Pastor Fr. Perry Robinson, SJ.
Not able to attend (inset) were Deacon Ray Lukowski and his wife, Sue. †

