


Advent: It is a season to step
From the back a bit, pray a littl
Pastor's Desk ) > pray a Tittie more

quietly, bring some peace into
the hectic days of the secular holiday season that fill our
ears and eyes. We are using the simpler song tones from
the New Roman Missal as our guide for the Holy-Holy,
Memorial Acclamation and the Amen. They are the
same song tones used for these acclamations if it were to
be sung by English speakers in Australia, England or
even in Latin at a mass in Rome. We are part of a uni-
versal church and to broaden our experiences is to bring,
once in a while, a sense of the Liturgy into our experi-
ence that connects us to the Universal Church. A sense
that means we are part of that larger church and not in-
dependent and isolated. I have been singing these tones
with the Daily Mass Folks for a year. They picked it up
with no problem and sing it with no accompaniment. In
addition, the collection time or offertory will find us
having just some meditative music to help us pray and
offer our joys and sorrows on the altar. The time from
the end of the second reading until the Gospel acclama-
tion as well as some time after communion are silent
moments to again reflect: Listen to your heart, “what is
the Lord telling me this Advent?” Banquet and Sacri-
fice: The mass is called The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
As a Banquet we can see the mass as a festive ritual
meal. But the word Sacrifice connects us to the Salvific
Action of Jesus on the Cross when he offered himself to
the Father once and for all. Various forms of artwork in
the history of the Church have tried to capture this
meaning in solid form. Historically and Theologically
the Crucifix symbolizes this understanding of the mass.

Special Confession Times for Advent: Fr. Harrison
and I will make ourselves available for confessions at
the Lakeview Chapel on the weekdays at 5:30 pm-6:00
pm from Dec. 2 until Dec. 14. At that point, beginning
on Sunday, Dec. 16 other more numerous confession
times will be published for the remainder of Advent
along with our Advent Parish Penance Service. Confes-
sions are also heard prior to the 12:15 mass at 96" and Q
beginning at noon.

Planning Way Ahead: I don’t know if such things will
fly here at St. Gerald except to do it and see what hap-
pens. We are planning a special holy hour to end the
year and begin the next. 11:00 pm-12:00 Midnight on
December 31. What a great way to ring in the new year
but with a special blessing from our Lord who is with us
in the Holy Eucharist. Right now I am hoping to have a
breakfast right afterwards. Mark your calendars.

Congratulations: To the SG Middle School for the ex-
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cellent production of the Wizard of Oz. Your performance
was a high point and all of you did such a fine job. God
Bless Mrs. Gregg, teacher/director, for your leadership.

Christmas Program: I am looking forward to the program
this year. We are holding it in the Grade School Gym and
all the improvements in the gym will make this a great ven-
ue. The children in the program (the lower grades) will be
able to put on the program for the rest of the school and if
any folks who do not want to venture out at night want to
attend they are most welcome to. We are calling a dress
rehearsal that begins at 2:00 pm on Friday, Dec. 14. The
evening performance will take place at 7:00 pm that same
day. We are going to ask Messiah Lutheran if we can park
in their lot and we will have attendants helping with the
parking...please obey them and keep order. Don’t come at
the last minute and be upset that there is no parking...come
early and you will have time to get from your car to the
gym, no matter where you have to park. The elderly can
always be dropped off at the main entrance.

HOPE: As we approach Christmas [ want to encourage you
to use HOPE certificates for Christmas presents and em-
ployee gifts. Why? Because we have a goal in mind: A
fantastic playground for our kids. Plans are under way to
purchase new playground equipment to add to the small
amount we already have. You helped us expand the play-
ground area and the open space on the south end of the
parking lot (at Lakeview) is waiting for this new addition.
BUT, what we make from HOPE will be what we purchase.
So000, line up a the HOPE window on Sunday morning or
stop by the office and purchase your certificates. Here are
some ideas: Are you doing any home improvements—buy
the materials using HOPE; Do you buy groceries—buy
your food using HOPE; Do you have stocking stuffer needs
use HOPE certificates. The possibilities are endless. And
you can always place your order via the website and we will
have the order ready to be picked up the next Sunday or via
your child at school.

Parish Penance Service: Tuesday, December 18 at 7:00
pm at 96" and Q. When was the last time you went to con-
fession? If you haven’t changed the oil in your car in over a
year—you probably ought to....same goes for confession---
spiritual oil gets dirty too. Maybe its time to load up the
family and go. The Christmas letter has the list of all the
other times we have confession here at St. Gerald. We are
getting started Sunday, Dec. 16, 4:00-5:30 with two Priests
hearing at Lakeview.

Pastoral Council will meet on Thursday, Dec. 13 in the
School Library, at 7:00 pm.
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Deadlines for the Bulletins
Please submit articles for the
bulletin as follows:

Bulletin for Dec 23 due by Dec 13
Bulletin for Dec 30 due by Dec 20
Bulletin for Jan 6 due by Dec 26

End of Year Contributions

Just a reminder, all contributions
that you want reported on your
year 2012 giving statement must
be received by the parish business
office by midnight December 31,

Congratulations St. Gerald!
This week we surpassed our goal to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal.
As of this writing we have pledges/gifts totaling $84,488 of a goal of
$84,395. A total of 370 households have made a gift to the Annual Ap-
peal.
Thank you for caring for those in most need — the primary goal of the An-
nual Appeal.
If you have not yet sent in your pledge card, you still can. Additionally
you can make a pledge electronically at https:/give.archomaha.org/
Well done, my good and faithful servant, WELL DONE!

2012. Any contributions mailed in
must bear a postmark of December
31, 2012 or prior. Absolutely no
contributions received after De-
cember 31, 2012 will be recorded
on the year 2012 giving state-
ments. All late contributions will
be recorded for 2013. Thank you!

The St. Gerald Men’s Club is look-
ing for basketball teams for their 3 on
3 league. We play on Sunday nights,
in the Father Foster Parish Center,
beginning Jan. 6™ — Mar. 3. Contact
Tony Buechler at (402) 339-9638 or
tonybis@cox.net for more infor-
mation.

15th Annual Guardian Angel Auction Save the date! Plan to join us February
9, 2013 at St. Gerald School for our 15th Annual Guardian Angel Auction "A
Night of Elegance." The Angel Auction is the greatest single fundraiser undertak-
en by the school community. Proceeds from the event touch every student and
teacher and play a significant role in the quality of St. Gerald Catholic education.
Our auction chairs, Denise Stobbe and Bekki Koenig, are busy planning this
event with a goal to raise $90,000. Our success is driven by the combined efforts
of our entire parish community through company sponsorships, advertising in our
event program, and many donations from our school and parish families and area
businesses. We ask that you please reflect prayerfully on how you can serve our
school community by participating in this important event through a donation or
through several different volunteer opportunities. More information can be found
at http://stgerald.org/guardianangel.html including an auction item wish list for
donation ideas as well as how you can become an event volunteer. Questions-
please email our auction chairs at angelauction@stgerald.org or phone Bekki at
402-659-5813.

Advent Penance & Christmas Schedule
(All at 96th & Q Streets unless otherwise indicated)

Confessions: Masses:

Day Date Time Day Date Time
Sunday Dec 16 4-5:30pm (Lakeview) Monday Dec 24 4pm, 6pm,
Tuesday Dec 18 7pm (Penance Service) 8pm and
Thursday Dec 20 1:30-3:30pm Midnight

Thursday Dec 20 6-7:30pm (Lakeview)
Friday Dec21 6-7:30pm (Lakeview)
Saturday Dec 22 3-4:30pm Monday Dec 31 6:30pm
Sunday Dec 23 3:30-5pm (Lakeview) Tuesday Jan1 9am

New Year’s Eve Holy Hour: Dec 31, 11pm-Midnight followed by breakfast.

Tuesday Dec 25 7am (Lakeview)
Tuesday Dec 25 8am and 10am
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SUPER DEAL! GREAT
CHRISTMAS GIFTS!!!
We are taking orders for Fr. Mi-
chael Gaitley's book, "33 Days to
Morning Glory - A Do It Yourself
Retreat In Preparation for Marian
Consecration." If you missed Fr.
Gaitley while he was here, this is
your chance to purchase his book at
a reduced rate. Our order needs to
reach 100 to receive a price of $4
per book. This book has been de-
scribed as "a complete break-
through in understanding the role of
our Blessed Mother." I encourage
you to contact me via email
mharper@stgerald.org or phone
402-331-1955 ext.25 to order.

Give to those who have given a
lifetime. Senior Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious order
priests worked for many years for
little, if any, pay. Their sacrifices
now leave their religious commu-
nities without adequate savings
for retirement. Your gift for the
Retirement Fund for Religious
helps to provide for thousands of
elderly religious. Please be gener-
ous.

Communion To Shut-ins

If you know of anyone who is unable
to come to Mass on Sunday and they
would like the Eucharist brought to
them, call 331-1955, Mon-Fri.

Second Sunday of Advent
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% Baptism
The following entered the
Catholic faith and our parish
community through Baptism.
Welcome to the Christian

community!

Jacob Thomas Rexin

Donation Report

Sunday(12/2/12) coovvvvvee.... $26,583.12
ACH oo $0.00
Week Total ...........c......... $26,583.12
Weekly Budget................ $38,810.00
YTD Total.................. $608,235.88
YTD Budget.................. $660,770.00
Variance .......c..cceevveenene. $(52,534.12)

Hour of Power
Prayer Together in Adoration as a
Family of Faith
Hosted at the Lakeview Chapel. Holy
Hours on the 1st Sunday of the month
at 4:30pm Jan 6/Feb 3/Mar3/Apr 7/
May 5/June 2/ July 7/ Aug 4/ Sept 1/
Oct 6/Nov 3.

Mary Harper,

Director of Religious Formation
Work............ 402-331-1955 x25
Email...mharper@stgerald.org
Dates to remember:

Dec. 19th— RE Children’s Advent-
Christmas Program in the school
gym. Christmas Break begins after

program. Class resumes Jan. 9th.

The program is open to parents &
families. Please plan to attend.

Children’s Liturgy will not meet
during the Christmas Season. We
will resume Jan. 6th. Thank you!

Family Night Out

Wednesday, Dec 19, at Runza on
77th & L Sts. 7th grade artwork
will be on display.

Scholarship & Placement Tests for Catholic High Schools
Current 8th graders come Saturday, January 12th as follows:

High School  Time Address

Contact

Creighton Prep 8am 7400 Western Ave, Josh Luedtke 402-548-3872

Duchesne  8:30am 3601 Burt St Meg Jones 402-558-3800

Gross 8am 7700 S 43rd St Tim Johnk 402-734-2000
Marian 8am 7400 Military Ave Molly Woodman 402-571-2618
Mercy 8am 1510 S 48th St Anne McGill 402-553-9424
Mt Michael 9am 22520 Mt Michael Rd Eric Crawford 402-253-0946
Roncalli 8am 6401 Sorensen Pkwy T.J. Orr 402-571-7670

Skutt 8am 3131 S 156th St Tim Bloomingdale 402-333-0818

Christmas Poinsettia Memorial Fund
Christmas is a special time to remember loved ones. A donation of

$15 towards a poinsettia plant is a wonderful way to remember those

who have been special to us. Names will be published in the bulletin
on Dec 30th. Return this form to the business office by Dec.19th.

In Memory of

From

Please include $15 for each plant you’d like to donate.

St Gerald Business Office
Closed Wednesday,
December 12, 2012
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New Family Registration
Welcoming times are the 2nd &
4th Sundays of the month after

9am Mass.

Making a difference for good in our world.

Kathy Kensinger,

Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Work. ..o 402-331-1955x18
Cell coviiiiiiiiiiii 402-880-9717
Email.....ocooviniiiins kathyk@stgerald.org

Upcoming Activities:

Jr. High and High School help is
needed for the following events:
Dec. 16th: Youth Mass at Noon

Dec. 18th: Living Nativity 6:30-8 pm
Introducing T3: The Teen Timeline
T3 is a fun, teen-friendly, high school
Bible study that begins after the holi-
days. Contact Kathy to join us. The
cost is $15.00 for materials.

Contact Kathy for Youth News online,
or “like” St. Gerald Youth Group on
Facebook

Confirmation News: Confirmation
Recognition Mass on Dec. 8th & 9th
5 pm, 10:30 am and Noon for Level
II students.

Parent Connection: Luke 3:1-6
In today’s Gospel John the Baptist
warns us to “Prepare the way of
the Lord.” He preached about re-
pentance and of approaching doom
for those who do not repent. Alt-
hough John was a holy man, he
dressed in an unusual way and
some thought he was a bit crazy.
During this season of Advent dis-
cuss what your family can do to
prepare for Christ, even if others
may think it a bit “unusual.”

( from LTP)

Rejoice and Relax: Young Adults
will meet on Thurs. Dec. 13th, at 7
pm in the Parish Library for Christ-
mas snacks and games. Bring a snack
to share & small gift for a “white ele-
phant” gift exchange. Newcomers
welcome! RSVP to Kathy by Dec. 10.
Coming Soon: Freedom to Love, the
5 week Theology of the Body Pro-
gram for Young Adults explores
God’s love through relationships.
Contact Kathy if you are interested.
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Mon 12/10/12 {8:15 am - Chapel

+David Sucha

12:15 pm - Church

TJoe & Gladys Sokolik

7am - Breakfast

Tues 12/11/12 | 8:15 am - Chapel *Dennis Rueschhoff 7pm - Youth Ministry
9:00 am - Chapel T Angel DeWaele
12:15 pm - Church | ¥Bob Smith 12:45pm - Women of Grace
Wed 12/12/12 |8:15 am - Chapel tJim & Alice Vojtech &
. . 6:30pm - Scouts
Marian Vojtech

10:30am - Waterford | Communion Service

12:15pm - Church

FWilliam Linstrom

6pm - Scouts

Thur12/13/12 |8:15 am - Chapel

FPaul Reinhardt

7:15pm - RCIA

12:15 pm - Church

FScott Seefeld

7:30pm - AA

Fri 12/14/12 |8:15 am - Chapel

FDennis Wiebelhaus

10am - Welcome Registration

Sunday, 12/9

Fellowship Hall
Family Room
Family Room

Monday, 12/10

Multipurpose Room

6pm - Lord Teach Me To Pray Multipurpose Room

Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, 12/11
Multipurpose & Family Room
7pm - Men’s Recovery

Youth Room
Fellowship Hall
Conference Room

Wednesday, 12/12
4:30 & 6:15pm - Religious Ed

School

12:15 pm - Church |1t Angie Mimick 7pm - Baptism Class Multipurpose Room
- 7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal Music Room
Sat 12/15/12 |8:15 am - Chapel *TMarian & Ralph
Schindler Thursday, 12/13
7pm - Parish Council School Library
6pm - Scouts Fellowship Hall
) idavy, 12/14

: - Church |OK |+ I k Friday,

Sat 12/15/12 15:00 pm - Church O +§§§221§56T1\1112:sa 6:30am - TMIY Fellowship Hall
Banchor 6pm - Widowed, Divorced, Separated Fellowship Hall
+Doris Schmid 7pm - K-2 Christmas Program Parish Center

Sun12/16/12 |7:00 am - Chapel |PH |+Alice Peper Saturday, 12/15

— 6:30am - TMIY Family Room
7:30 am - Church |OK |St Gerald Parishioners 12:00pm - Friends on Q Fellowship Hall
9:00 am - Church |PH |*Sophie Krakowski Sunday, 12/16
10:30 am -Church |OK |*Tom Valasek 10:30am - African Mass LV Chapel
- Youth M ial Fellowship Hall
12:00 pm -Church |PH |*Teresa Kealy Noon - You ass & Socia crowship Ha
St Gerald Hockey Night ‘M‘;;é%*‘“, , Rest In Peace Readings for the Week of
Omaha Lancers at the New Ralston W |

Arena! Sat, Feb 23, 2013. Pre-
game Party at St Gerald School
gym, 78th & Lakeview, 4-6pm.
$20 per person includes food, bev-
erage & game ticket. Contact Ca-
sey Hoffman at 402-677-7507 or
caseyjhoffman@cox.net. Ask
about the Early Bird Special.

\ / Please check out the Voca-

4 1. tions Committee on our par-
ish website. This month of

VOCﬁtIOﬁS December there is a feature
clip about a former pilot who

is now a priest and how he felt God's call-

ing. Also former co pastor Fr. Wm Fitz-

gerald, Fr. Fitz as he is known, shares a

picture of himself and a reflection!

Ralston, Nebraska

A ¢ty Please pray for the re-
/- pose of the soul of Bill
—  Goblirsch, son of pa-
rishioners Al & Claire
Goblirsch. May his soul
and all of the souls of the faithfully
departed rest in peace with our
Lord.

Unplanned Pregnancy???

We can help:

AAA Center for Pregnancy Counsel-
ing 402-397-0600 (Omaha)
Essential Pregnancy Services 402-554
-0121 (Omaha) or 402-933-2988
(Bellevue)

A First Choice-Gabriel's Corner 712-
323-7756 (Council Bluffs)

December 9, 2012

Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/
Lk 3:1-6

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv
11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk 1:26-38 or
1:39-47

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a,
10-13

Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-
7/Lk 3:10-18

St. Gerald Catholic Church
website: www.stgerald.org

Second Sunday of Advent



S5pm: EHMC - M Sliva, ] Kowal, K Goodman, L. Turco, T Jones, N Keenan, S Vogel, L Harral, B Hunt, C Baum
Lectors - T Kielian, N Coenen Servers - J] & M Rinkol, J] & M Riesberg Greeters - G Heires, T Martin, B Sojka

Security -J Jodlowski, R Ditter HOPE -M Benes, S Houlton, K Phillips

7am: EMHC-D Kolenda Lector— D Kolenda Greeter - J Kolenda Servers -M & O Adamek

7:30am: EMHC-J Feda, C Molczyk, R & M Stracke, K & R Staroska, B & S Wachtler, F Kambach, L Kaup, G Hunt,
B Krzemien Servers— A Heig, Z Molczyk, J VanAuken, D D’Ercole Greeters— D & J Schenkelberg, P Parizek
Security— T Hegarty, R Meister HOPE— J & M Sestak

9am: EMHC- S Mandolfo, T Fletcher, G & D Bennett, B Ryba, R & L Sevcik, S Plaza, T & L Goecke, S Trigg, J] Smiley
Lectors J Kalina, C Donaldson Servers— Z Malesker, A Reed, J & C Svoboda Greeters - ] Adams
Security-J Bolin, J Bertich HOPE—- A Reed, K Yochum

10:30am: EMHC - M Ullery, J Robbins, A Gallagher, J Neuberger, A Beaty, J & B Tometich, J Luebbert, S Paladino,
N Welsh, D & J Koubsky Lectors - P Buck, P Neuberger Servers— D Prentis, K & E Stavneak, S Nebel
Greeters— S Prentis, D & M Ullery Security-L. Robb, J Franzluebbers HOPE— P & K Popelka, P Dostal

Noon: EMHC- C Carbullido, A Raab, M Chiarbos, M Sanchez, L & N Kochanowicz Lector - Youth
Servers— B & L Dennis, K & A Simas Greeters— C Herman, F Curran Security— T Trigg, G Brokke

HOPE- ] Haug

Essential Pregnancy Services Annual Benefit Dinner is Sunday, January 27"
at the Embassy Suites in La Vista. The evening will include a gourmet dinner,
silent and oral auctions and an awards presentation. The cost of the dinner is

$125 per person or $65 for those 35 years or age or younger and for members of
the clergy. Call 402-554-0121 for reservations and more information.

Made for Love: Discernment Retreat December 14™-16™

Any young single woman, age 17-35, desiring to grow in her capacity to discern
God's activity in her heart should attend this event at the Broom Tree Retreat
Center in South Dakota. Experience Fellowship and Spiritual Direction with Re-
treat Directors: Father Scott Traynor, Father Dan Andrews, School Sisters of
Christ the King, and the Apostolic Oblates of ProSanctity. Retreat Registration
due Dec 5. Space is limited. Cost $105. Scholarships available. Contact Joan Pat-
ten, AO at joanpatten@gmail.com or 402-706-3679 Sponsored by the Archdio-

cese of Omaha, Diocese of Sioux Falls, and the Pro Sanctity Movement.

The Holy Family Shrine will welcome Archbishop Lucas as he celebrates the
Feast of the Holy Family with a Mass at 2pm on December 30th. Later the same
day at 4pm, Jim Nailon will make a return to the Shrine. Jim brings a gift of sa-
cred music with a personal touch that's sure to please everyone. A reception will
follow the concert. All free-will donations go to support the Holy Family Shrine.

Advent Scripture and Song
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Catholic Church, 22nd & U
Sts. Sunday, Dec 16, 2:30pm. Re-
freshments following in the As-
sumption-Guadalupe Catholic
School Gym. All are welcome!

Save your HyVee receipts for St
Gerald School-Now through De-

cember 31.

December 9, 2012

Save the Date:

Chris the King Parish is offering the
Catholicism Series by Fr. Robert Bar-
ron. Thursdays, 7pm, January 10-
March 28 for 12 weeks, parish center.
Journey around the world and deep
into the faith with Fr. Robert Barron
as he takes you to 15 countries to re-
veal the beauty, goodness and truth of
Catholicism. Moderated by Christ the
King parishioner, Bryce Thull. For
more information,

Bryce. Thull@cox.net
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Wild West Casino Night

Howdy Partner! YOU are WANTED
for the First Annual St. Margaret
Mary Wild West Casino Night! Join
us for a fun night out on January 11,
2013 at 6:30 pm at the St. Margaret
Mary Raynor Center "Saloon"! Open
to all men & women 21 & over. Pre-
registration rate: $25/person or $40/
couple; $30 per person at the door.
Price includes: admission, $400 in
gaming chips, one drink ticket and all-
you-can-eat chili. All types of tables
for all levels of players including La-
dies Only & Instructional tables.
Please visit www.smmomaha.org/
wwn for more info. or to register.

Catholic Business Women Interna-
tional Omaha chapter invites women
to share in a little Christmas Joy on
Thursday, December 13, 11:30am at
“Taste” Restaurant, 11036 Elm Street
in Rockbrook Plaza near 108™ and
Center. Bring a friend and a wrapped
ornament to exchange as we share in
its mission to change our culture for
the better by supporting and nourish-
ing women working in the market
place and at home so that they can
more fully and joyfully live and share
their Catholic faith. Send RSVP to
Debbie Hallock, 402.659.4487, deb-
biehallock@me.com.

Welcome to St. Gerald Parish
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