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Advent: It is the season to step back a bit, pray a little 

more quietly, bring some peace into the hectic days of the 

secular holiday season that fill our ears and eyes.  We are 

using the simpler song tones from the New Roman Missal 

as our guide for the Holy-Holy, Memorial Acclamation and 

the Amen.  The collection time will find us having just 

some meditative music to help us pray and offer our joys 

and sorrows on the altar.  The time from the end of the se-

cond reading until the Gospel acclamation as well as some 

time after communion are silent moments to again reflect:  

Listen to your heart, “what is the Lord telling me this Ad-

vent?” 

      

Special Confession Times for Advent:  Fr. Harrison and I 

will make ourselves available for confessions at the Lake-

view Chapel on the weekdays at 5:30 pm-6:00 pm from 

Dec. 2 until Dec. 14.  At that point, beginning on Sunday, 

Dec. 16 other more numerous confession times will be 

published for the remainder of Advent along with our Ad-

vent Parish Penance Service.  Confessions are also heard 

prior to the 12:15 mass at 96th and Q beginning at noon. 

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception:  December 8 falls 

on a Saturday and because the Immaculate Conception is 

the Patroness of the United States…we will honor the obli-

gation by having four masses in honor of the Immaculate 

Conception.  Friday, December 7 there will be mass at 96th 

and Q at 6:00 pm.  We will have a 7:00 am and 8:15 am 

masses at Lakeview on Dec. 8 as well as a mass at noon at 

96th and Q.  I hope you will find a way to come to mass.  

Our country and our church is in need of the powerful in-

tercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  As she told St. Ber-

nadette at Lourdes, “I am the Immaculate Conception.”  

She is the spouse of the Holy Spirit and brought forth the 

cause of our Salvation, Our Lord and Savior, the Son of 

God, Jesus Christ.  Let us ask her for her protection against 

the secularism of our age that seeks to imprison the work 

of the Church behind its own church walls.     

 

Year of Faith Holy Hour-TODAY:  The first Sunday of 

the Month, 4:30 pm-5:30 pm at Lakeview, we hold a spe-

cial Holy Hour which includes Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament and Benediction, various prayers and perhaps a 

short reflection by one of the clergy in the parish.  Come 

join in the power. 

 

Planning Way Ahead:  I don’t know if such things will 

fly here at St. Gerald except to do it and see what happens.  

We are planning a special holy hour to end the year and 

begin the next.  11:00 pm-12:00 Midnight on December 

31.  What a great way to ring in the new year but with a 

special blessing from our Lord who is with us in the Holy Eu-

charist.  Right now I am hoping to have a breakfast right after-

wards.  Mark your calendars. 

 

Leadership Meeting:  We will hold our second total leader-

ship meeting this coming Thursday evening, Dec. 6 at 96th and 

Q.  We begin at 7:00 pm.  We have perfected the registration 

so that will move more quickly but letting your Parish Council 

Rep. know ASAP that you and who will be attending will 

move things along the fastest.  Agendas will be emailed to all 

those we know are coming.  This meeting will carry the parish 

goal work along to the next stage.  A report on the progress 

made by the Taking Care of Our Home Campaign will be giv-

en as well as a report on responses made to suggestions given 

at the last Leadership Meeting.  Mark your Calendars.  Every 

Organization/Committee in the parish is asked to send leader-

ship to this meeting and at the last leadership meeting you 

were asked to bring a member who is new to the parish or or-

ganization/committee. 

 

Grade School Confessions:  This coming Tuesday and 

Wednesday the Grade Schoolers, grades 3-8, will have confes-

sions.  The Religious Formation Children had their confessions 

a couple weeks ago. 

 

Christmas Program:  I am looking forward to the program 

this year.  We are holding it in the Grade School Gym and all 

the improvements in the gym will make this a great venue.  

The children in the program (the lower grades) will be able to 

put on the program for the rest of the school and if any folks 

who do not want to venture out at night want to attend they are 

most welcome to.  We are calling a dress rehearsal that begins 

at 2:00 pm on Friday, Dec. 14.  The evening performance will 

take place at 7:00 pm that same day.  We are going to ask Mes-

siah Lutheran if we can park in their lot and we will have at-

tendants helping with the parking…please obey them and keep 

order.  Don’t come at the last minute and be upset that there is 

no parking…come early and you will have time to get from 

your car to the gym, no matter where you have to park.  

 

HOPE:  As we approach Christmas I want to encourage you to 

use HOPE certificates for Christmas presents and employee 

gifts.  Why?  Because we have a goal in mind:  A fantastic 

playground for our kids.  Plans are under way to purchase new 

playground equipment to add to the small amount we already 

have.  You helped us expand the playground area. The open 

space on the south end of the parking lot (at Lakeview) is wait-

ing for this new addition.  BUT, what we make from HOPE 

will be what we purchase.  Soooo, line up at the HOPE win-

dow on Sunday morning or stop by the office and purchase 

your certificates.  Here are some ideas:  Are you doing any 

home improvements—buy the materials using HOPE; Do  you 

buy groceries—buy your food using HOPE; Do you have 

stocking stuffer needs-use HOPE.  



Ralston, Nebraska 3 First Sunday of Advent  

Adult Education 

Development Corner by Deacon Chris 

Christmas Angel 

Tree 

If you forgot your an-

gel tree gift today, 

please bring it to the 

business office this 

week. We would like all gifts re-

turned by December 7th so we can 

start delivering packages. Thank 

you for your help!!!! 

Deadlines for the Bulletins 

Please submit articles for the 

bulletin as follows: 

Bulletin for Dec 16 due by Dec 7 

Bulletin for Dec 23 due by Dec 13 

Bulletin for Dec 30 due by Dec 20 

Bulletin for Jan 6 due by Dec 26 

FQ Christmas Event 
Christmas Lights in Omaha on “Ollie the Trolley” on Sun, Dec 9, 6-8pm. Meet 

in church parking lot, 96th & Q by 5:45pm. The tour is highlighted by the new 

“Miracle on Farnam St.” 14 beautifully lighted designed windows at the Mid-

town Crossing, the downtown Holiday Lights and many others. $5 for members, 

$8 for nonmembers. Very few spots remain. Drop your payment off at the busi-

ness office or through the collection. Refreshments follow in the fellowship hall 

with entertainment. Questions, Fran, 402-339-3240. 

Christmas Breakfast                 

The Men’s Club will be hosting St. 

Gerald’s Sharing the Spirit of 

Christmas Breakfast on December 

9th from 7am to noon. Breakfast is 

free of charge to anyone in the 

community. We ask that you con-

sider donating unwrapped toys, 

books and puzzles to help Share 

the Spirit of Christmas with the 

Sienna Francis House. Monetary 

donations will also be accepted for 

the Society of St. Vincent DePaul. 

And of course, Santa will be mak-

ing his annual appearance. Please 

call Jeff Moore at 402-630-9247 if 

you have any questions.  

Mass Schedule for Im-

maculate Conception, a 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Dec 7 6pm, 96th & Q 

Dec 8 7am & 8:15am, 

   Lakeview 

  Noon, 96th & Q 

Habitat for Humanity 
The Carpenters Crew, a coalition of Omaha area churches including St Gerald 

Parish, dedicated a new home at 3177 Fowler street on November 18th. Ebenezer 

Wee & Say Klo Paw along with their seven children are the new homeowners. 

Congratulations to Rich Onken from St Gerald Parish for being named the Vol-

unteer of the Year for Carpenters Crew. Thank you to all of the volunteers from 

St Gerald's Parish who worked on the home, served meals to the workers and do-

nated funds for the build. For information on how you can volunteer to help build 

homes call Tim Mundorf at 402-592-9056.  

S U P E R  D E A L !  G R E A T  

C H R I S T M A S  G I F T S ! ! !  

We are taking orders for Fr. Mi-

chael Gaitley's book, "33 Days to 

Morning Glory - A Do It Yourself 

Retreat In Preparation for Marian 

Consecration." If you missed Fr. 

Gaitley while he was here, this is 

your chance to purchase his book 

at a reduced rate. Our order needs 

to reach 100 to receive a price of 

$4 per book. This book has been 

described as "a complete break-

through in understanding the role 

of our Blessed Mother." I encour-

age you to contact me via email 

mharper@stgerald.org or phone 

402-331-1955 ext.25 to place your 

order.  

Endowed Gifts  
Have you ever wondered about what it takes to secure a perpetual gift to a chari-

ty?  Years ago when I first entered development work we had a standing rule that 

to endow an annual gift it would take 20 times the value of that gift.  Recent eco-

nomic changes have required development professionals to adjust that formula to 

30 times the annual value.  For example, a one-time gift of $50,000 could pro-

duce an annual scholarship or grant of $5,000 to a particular need in perpetuity.   

 Most people would never imagine that they could make such a gift; but 

in fact, many estate gifts (remembering the parish in your will, for instance) can 

make something like that a reality. 

 A family blessed with artistic talent might want to endow a gift to the 

school that would fund an annual trip to a museum.  A family involved in tailor-

ing might endow a gift to the church that would provide a vestment allowance 

every couple of years. 

 Please give me a call to visit more about endowing a perpetual gift to St. 

Gerald Church or School.  Your family’s love and dedication can live on long 

after you’ve gone on to your eternal reward.  Like all families who remember St. 

Gerald in their estate plan, anyone making an endowed gift becomes a member 

of the St. Gerald of Mayo Society.  God bless your thoughtfulness! 

First Friday  

Eucharistic Adoration will be held Friday, December 7, beginning at 

10:00 a.m. at the Chapel, 78th & Lakeview and continuing until 2:30 

p.m., closing with Benediction. Spend an hour with the Lord anytime 

during the day. 



Baptism 

The following entered the 

Catholic faith and our parish 

community through Baptism. 

Welcome to the Christian 

community! 
 

Timothy Curtis Rosenthal, Jr 

Julia Grace Greenhagen 

Liam Matthew Madsen 

Delaney Jo Green 

Aubrey Dawn Schnitker 

Dylan Rodriguez 

Sasha Suey-Stoler 
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Making a difference for good in our world. 
Kathy Kensinger,  

Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry  

Work………………………402-331-1955x18 
Cell ……………………….402-880-9717  

Email ................................ kathyk@stgerald.org 

Youth/Young Adults Religious Education  

Mary Harper,  

Director of Religious Formation 

Work…………402-331-1955 x25 

Email…mharper@stgerald.org 
Dates to remember: 

Dec. 5th– Book Fair in school li-

brary during RE Sessions.  Great 

Christmas gifts for your conven-

ience.   

Dec. 19th– RE Children’s Advent-

Christmas Program in the school 

gym. Christmas Break begins after 

program.  Class resumes Jan. 9th. 

The program is open to parents & 

families.  Please plan to attend. 

Children’s Liturgy will not meet 

during the Christmas Season.  We 

will resume Jan. 6th.  Thank you! 

Donation Report 

Sunday(11/18/12) ............ $22,328.11 

ACH ......................................... $0.00 

Week Total ...................... $22,328.11 

Weekly Budget ................ $21,990.00 

YTD Total……………...$546,610.44 

YTD Budget .................. $588,040.00 

Variance .........................$(41,429.56) 
 

Sunday(11/25/12) ............ $22,027.99 

ACH ................................ $13,014.33 

Week Total ...................... $35,042.32 

Weekly Budget ................ $33,920.00 

YTD Total……………...$581,652.76 

YTD Budget .................. $621,960.00 

Variance .........................$(40,307.24) 

Upcoming Activities: 

Jr. High and High School help is 

needed for the following events: 

Dec. 16th: Youth Mass at Noon 

Dec. 18th: Living Nativity 6:30-8 pm  

Introducing T3: The Teen Timeline 

T3 is a fun, teen-friendly, high school 

Bible study that begins after the holi-

days.  Contact Kathy to join us. The 

cost is $15.00 for materials. 

Contact Kathy for Youth News online, 

or “like”  St. Gerald Youth Group on  

Facebook 

Confirmation News:  Confirmation 

Recognition Mass on Dec. 9th at 

10:30 am for  Level II students. 

Rejoice and Relax: Young Adults 

will meet on Thurs. Dec. 13th, at 7 

pm in the  Parish Library for Christ-

mas snacks and games.  Bring a snack 

to share & small gift for a “white ele-

phant” gift exchange. Newcomers 

welcome! RSVP to Kathy by Dec. 10. 

Coming Soon: Freedom to Love, the  

5 week Theology of the Body Pro-

gram for Young Adults explores 

God’s love through relationships. 

Contact Kathy if you are interested. 

Young Adults 

Parent Connection: Luke 21:25-

36  In today’s Gospel we are 

warned that the end is coming, so 

we should wait with vigilance and 

pray. What is your family waiting 

for today? Being vigilant means to 

pay attention, what does your fam-

ily need to be more mindful of 

during this Advent season? And 

how can you introduce more pray-

er into your family life now? By 

responding to these questions we 

can all be better prepared for the 

coming of the Lord. ( from LTP) 

End of Year Contributions 

Just a reminder, all contributions 

that you want reported on your 

year 2012 giving statement must 

be received by the parish business 

office by midnight December 31, 

2012. Any contributions mailed in 

must bear a postmark of December 

31, 2012 or prior. Absolutely no 

contributions received after De-

cember 31, 2012 will be recorded 

on the year 2012 giving state-

ments. All late contributions will 

be recorded for 2013. Thank you! 

Christmas Poinsettia Memorial Fund 
Christmas is a special time to remember loved ones. A donation of 

$15 towards a poinsettia plant is a wonderful way to remember those 

who have been special to us. Names will be published in the bulletin 

on Dec 30th. Return this form to the business office by Dec.19th. 
 

In Memory of_____________________________________________________ 

 

From____________________________________________________________ 

Please include $15 for each plant you’d like to donate. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS    

NEEDED!!! RESTORED HOPE, an or-

ganization in Omaha, that assists women 

and children to turn their lives around is in 

need of Christmas decorations for their 

homes. Your generosity last year to this 

program was overwhelming and much  

appreciated!!!! Please consider a donation 

of one of these much needed items… 

Christmas trees, tree toppers, tree skirts, 

extension cords, wreaths with door  

hangars, ornament hangars and table deco-

rations. You may drop these items off at 

the Parish Office from now through De-

cember 6, 2012. Thanks so much/God 

bless your generous spirit! 

Family Night Out 

Wed, Dec 5 at Don & Millie’s, 84th & 

Q. Let them know you are from St 

Gerald and a percent of your bill will 

go to us. 6th grade will have artwork. 
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WEEKDAY MASSES FOR DECEMBER 3-8 

MASSES FOR SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sat 12/8/12 5:00 pm - Church PH Howard & Margaret 

Hoody 

Gene Sliva 

Frances Shotkoski 

Sun 12/9/12 7:00 am - Chapel OK Jean Kowal 

 7:30 am - Church PH St Gerald Parishioners 

 9:00 am - Church PH Bruce Bystrom 

 10:30 am -Church OK Dr Michael Haller 

 12:00 pm -Church OK Don Fucinaro 

Sunday, 12/2 

10:30am - African Mass  LV Chapel 

5pm - Bridge Club  Multipurpose Room 

Monday, 12/3 
12:45pm - Women of Grace Multipurpose Room 

6pm - Lord Teach Me To Pray Multipurpose Room 

6:30pm - Scouts   Fellowship Hall 

6:30pm - Women’s Core Group HOPE Office 

7pm - St Vincent de Paul  Business Office 

Tuesday, 12/4 
7pm - Men’s Recovery  Youth Room 

7:15pm - RCIA   Fellowship Hall 

7:30pm - AA   Conference Room 

Wednesday, 12/5 
4:30 & 6:15pm - Religious Ed  School 

7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal Music Room 

Thursday, 12/6 
7pm - KC Officers  Multipurpose Room 

7pm - Quarterly Leadership Mtg Fellowship Hall 

8:30pm - Men’s Club  Fellowship Hall 

Friday, 12/7 
6:30am - TMIY   Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, 12/8 
6:30am - TMIY   Family Room 

1pm - Cookie Exchange  Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 12/9 
7am - Breakfast   Fellowship Hall 

10am - Welcome Registration Family Room 

7pm - Youth Ministry  Family Room 

Calendar of Events 

Readings for the Week of December 2, 2012 

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12--4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

Mon 12/3/12  8:15 am - Chapel Art Kalvoda 

 12:15 pm - Church Bette Linstrom 

Tues 12/4/12 8:15 am - Chapel Jim Zach 

 12:15 pm - Church Olivier Dogonangue 

Wed 12/5/12 8:15 am - Chapel Shane Bazer 

 10:30am - Waterford All Souls 

 12:15pm - Church Charles Troia 

Thur 12/6/12 8:15 am - Chapel Joan Kovar 

 12:15 pm - Church Joe & Agnes Vanek 

Fri 12/7/12 8:15 am - Chapel Ed Grafe 

 9:00 am - Chapel James Robinson 

 12:15 pm - Church Tim Roberts 

 6:00 pm - Church Special Intentions of 

Messan Domlan 

Sat 12/8/12 7:00 am - Chapel Thomas O Middleton 

 8:15 am - Chapel R. L. Kroupa 

 12:00 pm - Church Bernie Wilson 

Rest In Peace 

Please pray for the re-

pose of the soul of 

Rudy Kozelichki, father 

of parishioner Todd 

Kozelichki. May his soul and all of 

the souls of the faithfully departed 

rest in peace with our Lord. 

Guardian Angel Auction 

Feb 9th Lakeview 

NEW DATE and VENUE 

Advent Penance & Christmas Schedule 
(All at 96th & Q Streets unless otherwise indicated) 

Confessions:     Masses: 

Day    Date   Time    Day   Date   Time 

Sunday    Dec 16   4-5:30pm (Lakeview) Monday Dec 24   4pm, 6pm,  

Tuesday  Dec 18   7pm (Penance Service)     8pm and  

Thursday Dec 20   1:30-3:30pm       Midnight 

Thursday Dec 20   6-7:30pm (Lakeview) Tuesday Dec 25   7am (Lakeview) 

Friday    Dec 21   6-7:30pm (Lakeview) Tuesday Dec 25   8am and 10am 

Saturday Dec 22   3-4:30pm   Monday Dec 31   6:30pm 

Sunday   Dec 23    3:30-5pm (Lakeview) Tuesday  Jan 1   9am 

New Year’s Eve Holy Hour: Dec 31, 11pm-Midnight followed by breakfast. 
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Prayer Intention Book  There is a book to write 

your intentions that you would like prayers for locat-

ed in the Eucharistic Chapel at 96th & Q. These in-

tentions are prayed for by our adorers. 

Save your 

HyVee receipts 

for St Gerald 

School-Now 

through  

December 31. 

Made for Love: Discernment Retreat  December 14th-16th  
Any young single woman, age 17-35, desiring to grow in her capacity to discern 

God's activity in her heart should attend this event at the Broom Tree Retreat 

Center in South Dakota. Experience Fellowship and Spiritual Direction with Re-

treat Directors: Father Scott Traynor, Father Dan Andrews, School Sisters of 

Christ the King, and the Apostolic Oblates of ProSanctity. Retreat Registration 

due Dec 5. Space is limited. Cost $105. Scholarships available. Contact Joan Pat-

ten, AO at joanpatten@gmail.com or 402-706-3679 Sponsored by the Archdio-

cese of Omaha, Diocese of Sioux Falls, and the Pro Sanctity Movement.  

Year of Faith St. Bernadette Par-

ish is pleased to welcome Father 

Mike Eckley, Pastor of St. Pius X 

Parish and former Associate Pastor 

at St. Bernadette, for a talk on the 

Year of Faith. Father Eckley has a 

background in church history and 

will help us understand the events 

that prompted Pope Benedict XVI 

to proclaim 2012-2013 as the Year 

of Faith and give some ideas on 

how to make this Year of Faith 

meaningful in our own lives. 

Please join us on Thursday, De-

cember 6th, at 7:00-8:30pm in the 

Church for this enriching, educa-

tional lecture. Father Eckley is a 

very talented speaker! All are wel-

come. Refreshments Provided. Ad-

vent Activities for Children Pre-k - 

6 in the Social Hall during the lec-

ture. Child care is available upon 

request for children younger that 

Pre-K Please contact J. Diane Van 

Ornam to sign your child up for the 

activities or child care. 

402.731.4694, 

jdiane60@hotmail.com. 

Bethlehem House 1st Annual Christmas Concert  December 9, 2012 

Bethlehem House invites you to share in a joyful, family-friendly celebration! Hear inspiring testimonials of 

mothers who chose life for their children despite hardships; listen to the musical styling of Luke Pruitt and band 

and Prep’s Chamber Choir; participate in a silent auction and caroling; take photos with Santa; and enjoy yummy 

refreshments compliments of Bliss Old Market Bakery. This event is free, open to the public, and will be held at 

the Creighton Prep Henry L. Sullivan, S.J. Campus Center, 7400 Western Avenue, Omaha (west entrance). Seat-

ing is limited. Doors open and silent auction begins at 4:45pm. Free-will donations welcomed at the door or visit 

us online and make a contribution via PayPal: www.BethlehemHouseOmaha.org. For more information call 402-

502-9224 or email Director@BethlehemHouseOmaha.org.  

The Holy Family Shrine will host Matt and Kathy Mayer as well as Phil 

and Jeanne Ruhlman in concert on December 9th at 5:30pm. This will be a 

great evening of instrumental and vocal music that is sure to prepare our 

hearts for Jesus! A reception will follow the concert. All free-will dona-

tions go to support the Holy Family Shrine. To get to the Shrine, exit I-80 

at the 432 exit, go South about a mile to Pflug Road, turn West and go for 

1 mile and you are there. 

The Holy Family Shrine will welcome Archbishop Lucas as he celebrates 

the Feast of the Holy Family with a Mass at 2pm on December 30th. Later 

the same day at 4pm, Jim Nailon will make a return to the Shrine. Jim 

brings a gift of sacred music with a personal touch that's sure to please 

everyone. A reception will follow the concert. All free-will donations go 

to support the Holy Family Shrine. 

“Walking with Mary” 

Facilitated by Margaret Hoarty and 

Sr. Joan Houtekier OSM Advent 

Retreat. December 8, 8:30-12:00 

noon, $25 (Includes Mass for the 

Immaculate Conception at 11am). 

Servite Center of Compassion, 

7400 Military Avenue. 

To register or for information con-

tact Sister Margaret Stratman at 

402-951-3026 or scc@osms.org 

Nebraskans United for Life 

Nebraskans United for Life, Family Life Office-Respect Life Apostolate, 

Spirit Catholic Radio, and Catholic Voice wishes to commend and thank 

all the participants of St. Gerald in the 40 days for life campaign, Sept 

26th to Nov 4th. We stand in awe of your commitment to respect life and 

your willingness to witness, pray and fast, for those scheduled to die an 

untimely death, at the two abortion mills in Omaha and Bellevue. Locally 

there were four lives saved during this campaign. Nationally over the past 

five years since 40 days of life began, 2,210 completed local campaigns, 

550,000 participants and 15,500+ church congregations were involved, 75 

abortion workers quit and 25 abortion facilities closed. God bless you for 

commitment for life. 
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