


From the i6fh World Day of Communications‘—
Pastor’s Desk Silence and Word: Path of Evangeli-

zation” A letter written by Pope Bene-
dict XVI: Jan. 12, 2012 given here is 6 parts. Below is Part 6 of
6.

Word and silence: learning to communicate is learning to listen
and contemplate as well as speak. This is especially important for
those engaged in the task of evangelization: both silence and word
are essential elements, integral to the Church’s work of communica-
tion for the sake of a renewed proclamation of Christ in today’s
world. To Mary, whose silence “listens to the Word and causes it to
blossom” (Private Prayer at the Holy House, Loreto, 1 September
2007), I entrust all the work of evangelization which the Church
undertakes through the means of social communication.

From the Vatican, 24 January 2012, Feast of Saint Francis de Sales.
These reflections from the Holy Father are shared with you because
they are a wonderful commentary on the need for silence in our
Masses. If you notice we get very little, a little between the second
reading and the gospel acclamation, a little after the homily and a
little after communion. We are often so busy trying to produce
words both spoken and sung that we give God very little room to
speak to our heart the message it needs to hear.

In My Own Words: The recent Fortnight for Freedom ending with
July 4™ was meant to raise the consciousness of Catholics to the
issues surrounding the Right to Religious Freedom. Our Founding
Fathers, an often skeptical and deistic lot, were desirous of avoiding
anything that looked like a national church. But they also knew
well, and this is clearly proven in many of their writings, that reli-
gion was essential to social order. And because Religion provides a
person with a moral order it contributes to the social order. Without
moral order the social order crumbles into selfishness and chaos.
Pope Paul VI predicted our situation if we were to allow contracep-
tion to become widespread; who can say that the problems we have
with family stability, definition of marriage, pornography, sexually
transmitted diseases are signs of a better world that the contracep-
tion lobby predicted.

Freedom in our country has been often looked on as the Freedom
to DO certain things. Freedom of Religion therefore means the
freedom to worship as we see fit. But Religious Liberty is not
simply a private thing; it is a public thing because by its nature Reli-
gion and especially the Christian Religion brings people together
into community and those communities form themselves into insti-
tutions to carry out the building up of the social order. Real faith
means public witness and public action; not just worship but ser-
vice.

Threats against religious liberty in our country are not imaginary,
they are real. There is a growing pattern of government interference
and coercion in the lives and rights of citizens to practice and live
our lives according to our consciences. The conscience rights of
medical providers and private employers, attacks on policies of our
religious institutions, hiring practices and tax status of Charities and
Ministries are becoming more frequent.

The core argument or hostility towards our Catholic Church as a
frequent recipient of these threats and attacks is, I believe, the result
of our teaching on the dignity of the human person and our teach-
ings on human sexuality. Our moral convictions about abortion,
contraception, the very purpose of sexuality, chastity, the nature of
marriage...all of these things and more besides are rooted not just in
revelation but in reason and natural law. We believe and we can
reasonably prove that we are not the product of some accident of
nature or culture. But our critics believe we are and so they reduce
all moral convictions to an expression of subjective religious belief
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and if beliefs then they are not rationally defensible. In effect, all
our morality gets turned into prejudice, bias and bigoty. But there
is more.

If our religious beliefs and reasonable morality get redefined
downward to private bias then the religious identity of institution-
al ministries have no public value. Therefore, our only purpose
for existing as a parish or hospital or Catholic Charities is to get
the duped people to do good things. So, exempting Catholic reli-
gious institutions from providing contraception, sterilization and
abortion services becomes a concession to private prejudice. The
conclusion is clear: the moral teachings and religious beliefs of
our church end up getting hounded as hate speech.

These are the foundational issues that underlie the political and
constitutional debates between Freedom (the American Secular
understanding) and Freedom (the Catholic understanding). Free-
dom for us means we are Free to follow what is most reasonable
and beneficial to ourselves and society and the fact that we are
created for something higher than self-fulfillment, informs our
values. We have already been duped to believe that contraception
helps us be free—but look at our society. Can you say we are a
better, stronger, healthier nation?

Well we can spend all sorts of money on the Constitutional chal-
lenges and we can fight for our rights in the political arena; and
we have to do all this with zealousness. But only by living your
Catholicism vividly, honestly and publicly, by being courageous
and informed, will this tide be turned. We celebrate the birthday
of our nation but be cautious about what you are celebrating. Our
Declaration of Independence and our Constitution are wonderful
documents and we as a nation pride ourselves on the freedoms and
rights they protect and enshrine. But if the underlying moral in-
tegrity of its citizenry is fractured then they are only nice pieces of
paper. The worst enemy to these freedoms and rights is right in
our heart when we live our faith with tepidness, routine and hy-
pocrisy.

The Church has a long ways to go to recapture the moral high-
road. Our own scandals have demoralized the faithful and made
many people stay away from the pews. Our church continues to
apologize and make amends and it seeks to correct its own culture.
So, as weakened force of truth and justice in our country we con-
tinue on. And we do so because the Holy Spirit is in us, renewing
us all the time. The old Latin phrase, “semper reformanda,” is
quite appropriate. The Church is always reforming, always adapt-
ing, always holding onto the truth but applying it to the present in
new and vibrant ways. The Holy Spirit makes this possible. And
Jesus promised to remain always with us; and He does, especially
in the sacraments and in our institutions, human as they are.

Each thinking Catholic ought to have a copy of the Catholic
Catechism and when a subject comes up in the public arena, look
up the topic in the index and see what the church is teaching. Is-
sues surrounding our teachings about sexuality, marriage, chastity
and immigration are balanced and clearly delineated. The same is
true when it comes to helping us make decisions in a complicated
pluralistic environment and it also gives us sound advice on the
practice of charity towards those who do not agree with us.

Here is the truth. Freedom in only a word unless it is strength-
ened by a moral backbone and our society, as a nation, will remain
a social order only when it relearns to rely on its most cherished
Freedom, the right of religious people to live their faith publicly
and contribute to the soundness of that social order. And all this is
dependent on us becoming what Jesus wants us to be, His body on
earth.
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Evening Mass on July 19: We will have
mass at 96" and Q at 7:00 pm on Thurs-
day, July 19 and anyone can attend.
Knights’ meeting will follow Mass.
Donations to the Missionaries of St.
Francis de Sales: We welcome Fr.
Charles Goliath who speaks at masses this
weekend. He is from Namibia and has
spoken many times in the Omaha area. If
you want to make a donation to the Mis-
sionaries for the excellent work they do in
foreign missions please use one of the
envelopes found in the pews.

Anticipate the Arrival of our New Asso-
ciate Pastor: Fr. Pat Harrison will be
arriving at the end of this month and his
first weekend masses at St. Gerald will be
Aug. 4-5. We are feverishly working to
prepare his apartment for his arrival. We
have installed a decent shower and have
provided some separation between his
sitting area and bedroom area. We are
looking to replace the tile floor in his
kitchenette because it is coming loose.
Lots of great volunteer effort has gone into
this, along with excellent contracted help.
In the end, this apartment will be up to
snuff by Aug. 1. In between time we will
have Mount Michael helping out next
weekend, July 22 and we will have a priest
from the Institute of Priestly formation on
July 29.

Pastor’s Birthday: I am having the Sat-
urday morning mass, 8:15 am on July 28,
and then any who wishes may join me at
Village Inn at 72™ & Giles Road. Please
no presents or cards. Just come and join
me for breakfast. In case you are interested
and want to know how old I am I will do it
like my mom has done for years....she
used to say, “I was born in 1913, you fig-
ure it out.” Well I was born in 1954 and |
was her last kid and you might notice she
was 41 when she had me so she needs
your prayers. She, by the way, is still pre-
siding and will turn 99 around Thanksgiv-
ing.

Thanks Men’s Club: The Men’s club
will be paying for installing new Basket-
ball standards on the playground. Two of
them will the standard height and two will
be lower for the smaller kids.

Many of you asked about more Play-
ground Equipment: With the extension
of the parking lot we have provided more
space for more playground equipment.
What will be put in and how the money
will be raised is a project for this next
school year with installation NEXT sum-
mer. Research needs to be done to get us
the best “stuff” for our needs. Home and
School along with school administration
will get this decided once school starts.
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Mid-Year Checkup

As we approach the middle of the year it’s a good time to take stock of our
spiritual lives. Stewardship as a way of life means we regularly assess how

we are using the gifts of God.

Have we received a raise at work, or recently found a job? If so, have we
adjusted our sacrificial giving to reflect that?

Do we have more free time in our lives? If so, have we considered sharing
some of that time by joining a committee or helping with a community group?

An occasional check-up ensures our lives as disciples of the Lord are on

track. God bless your continued walk with the Lord Jesus.

Pro-Life

Disappointed by the Supreme Court
healthcare ruling? Worried about the
November elections? Please attend
the next pro-life committee meeting
Monday, July 23rd at 5:30 in the
parish library to discuss these and
other issues. For more information
contact Michelle Watkins at 402-
592-1688.

Training Dates for EMHCs and
Lectors

Did you know it takes 62 Extraordi-
nary Ministers of Holy Communion
(EMHC) and 10 Lectors to serve at
weekend masses each week? That
doesn't count those serving daily mass
or the special masses like Confirma-
tion, First Holy Communion or
holydays. Please consider joining the-
se ministries to help bring the Word
and Eucharist to our parish.

Please call the office at 402-331-1955
to reserve your spot.

Must have names by July 27th.
Training Dates:

Aug 13, St Robert, 7-10pm

Aug 19, St Columbkille, 1:30-4:30pm
Aug 21, St Leo, 7-10pm

Mandation Date:

Aug 30, St Cecilia, 7:30pm

Marriage Celebration
Annual Archdiocese Marriage Celebra-
tion Mass, Sunday, Sept 9 at St. Cecilia
Cathedral, at 2 p.m. with a rosary being
said at 1:30 p.m. Marriage Celebration is
for those celebrating milestone anniver-
saries of 5, 25, 40, 50, 55, and 60+ years
of marriage. RSVP by sending names,
parish, address and how many years
you’ve been married to: Family Life Of-
fice, Nazareth Hall, 3300 N. 60" St.,
Omaha, NE 68104 or call 402-551-9003.
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Heartland Catholic Men’s
Conference

Join us Saturday, August 4th, for
the Third Annual Heartland Catho-
lic Men’s Conference at Sokol
Arena on the Creighton University
Campus. This year’s conference
will feature Dr. Scott Hahn, Dea-
con Alex Jones, Deacon Ralph
Poyo, and Mass with Archbishop
George Lucas. For more infor-
mation call 402-557-5610 or visit
www.archomaha.org/
mensconference.

Vocations

The Vocations Committee is on the
parish website (www.stgerald.org/
vocations). Please read this
month’s reflection and questions
by Fr. Schwizer on the important
role families play on fostering vo-
cations.

PRAYING FOR VOCATIONS
31 CLUB It’s easy to participate.
Pick a date and attend an extra
Mass each month on that date to
pray for an increase in vocations.
There are still many dates to chose
from. The sign up sheet is on the
bulletin board at the 96th Q
church. Sign your name in an emp-
ty square. For more information on
how you can become a member of
the 31 Club call Kathy at 403-339-
3658 or email kmder-

cole@cox.net.

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Christmas in July No worries
about snow or icy roads. Celebrate
early Wednesday July 25th 6pm in
Fellowship Hall 96th and Q
Catered Roast Beef Dinner and
white elephant gift exchange. Cost
is $8 for members $10 for non
members. Paid reservations due by
Monday July 16th. Any questions
call Janet Rentko 402-339-7910.

Tri-City Pantry Food Drive
Volunteers are needed for the Pan-
try Food Drive for the weekends of
Aug 4/5 to hand out grocery bags;
Aug 11/12 to collect and sort the
food and Aug 12 to deliver the food
items to the pantry. Please contact
Jean, 402-331-7524. This is a great
opportunity for students needing
service hours.

S5th Annual Men’s Club Outing
Sunday, Sept 30, Miracle Hills
Golf Course. Noon shotgun start
for a foursome best ball scramble.
Single players will
be assigned to a
=2 team. $80 per golfer
includes cart, meal,
~* pin prizes, hole-in-
one prize, other
team prizes & lots of fun. Men &
women welcome. There will be an
all men flight, co-ed flight, and
clergy flight. Pay out will go to the
first two teams of each flight. The
proceeds benefit St Gerald School.
Watch upcoming bulletin for entry
form and more details. Tell your
friends and get your team together.
Questions contact Ted Bissen, 402
-991-1836, or Sam Mandolfo, 402
-339-9935.

Quilting/Sewing

We will meet on Monday, July 16,
in the Fellowship Hall from 6-
10pm. There is no mini workshop
scheduled, but bring any ideas to
the sew in, for any future projects/
demonstrations you’d like to do.
As always, bring anything you’d
like to work on.

The Women's Craft Group will
have a demonstration on gold-
leafing. Curious? Join us on Tues-
day, July 17, from 6:30-9pm in the
Multi-purpose Room. For more
information, contact Judy Rogers,
402 339-9752 or jrrog-

ersl (@cox.net.

Scrapbooking Group Please join
us on Friday, July 20th from 7:00 -
10:00 pm in the Nursery at

96th & Q. This night is for work-
ing on your own projects and you
are welcomed to use a variety of
tools and supplies that will be
available for sharing. All levels of
experience welcomed. Enter the
church using the West chapel
door. Contact Carol at 402-679-
1437 or
carol.browning8@gmail.com with
any questions.

Hu 1(5?; Rest In Peace
M ‘Wz/” /M@ Please pray for the

repose of the souls of
parishioner Jim Har-
dick and for parish-

: ioner and deacon of St
Gerald, Deacon Tom Valasek.
May their souls and all of the
souls of the faithfully departed
rest in peace with our Lord.

Catholicism Series by Fr. Robert Barron is offered every Tuesday until
Aug.14th in the fellowship hall at 96th & Q at 7pm. You may join at any
time. Questions please call Mary Harper at 402-331-1955.
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Mary Harper,

Director of Religious Formation
WorK....ovvvvienennnnnn 402-331-1955 x25
Email............... mharper@stgerald.org

Registration for Fall Religious
Education Classes is open thru
Aug. 15th.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
will return Sunday, Sept. 9th.

New with Religious Education
Please check St. Gerald website at
stgerald.org go to Religious Edu-
cation on the left then check the
class webpages on the right. Kim
Hansen is in the process of build-
ing webpages for each class with
the assistance of Dan Buck.
Thanks Kim & Dan!

Catechists and Aides Needed for
2012-13 Religious Education
school year. 3 positions open in
the late session. Please call Mary
Harper.

Catechetical training continues
with “Introduction to the Seven
Sacraments” Wed. July 18 @
4:15-6:15 at the school library.
All are welcome to attend.

New Fiscal Year Began July 1
Donation Report

Sunday(7/1/12) ....ccveue... $26,317.99
ACH ..o $0.00
Week Total .........ccoee........ $26,317.99
Weekly Budget................ $28,520.00
YTD Total............... $26,317.99
YTD Budget......ccoccuvenee. $28,520.00
Variance...........cccovevenn.... $(2,202.01)
Sunday(7/8/12) ....c.cou.... $24,357.02
ACH oo $5,300.00
Week Total .........ccoee... $29,657.02
Weekly Budget................ $33,490.00
YTD Total............... $55,975.01
YTD Budget.......cccoeue... $62,010.00
Variance.........ooceeeveeevennns $(6,034.99)

Welcome to St. Gerald Parish
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Mon 7/16/12 |8:15 am - Chapel No Mass or Service Sunday’ 7/15
10:30am - African Mass LV Chapel
12:15 pm - Church | Communion Service M on([ay, 7/16
Tues 7/17/12 |8:15 am - Chapel tLucille, Paul & Denny | 6pm - Quilting/Sewing Fellowship Hall
Simmons 6:30pm - Scouts Parish Center
6:30pm - Vocati Family R
12:15 pm - Church | tMarie Sabers pm - Yocations amry Room
Tuesday, 7/17
TC.E. & Peg Jackson .
6:30pm - Women’s Craft Group Multipurpose Room
Wed 7/18/12 | 8:15am - Chapel Communion Service 7pm - Adult Education Fellowship Hall
. _ 7pm - Men’s Recovery Youth Room
10:30am - Waterford | TPoor Souls 7:30pm - AA Conference Room
12:15pm - Church | TShirley Froseth Wec[nesafay, /18
TDennis Wiebelhaus 4:15pm - Catechetical Class School Library
Thur 7/19/12 |8:15 am - Chapel TJacqueline Nosek Tﬁursofay, 7/19
tFrancis Swircinski 7pm - Knights of Columbus Fellowship Room
12:1 - Church i i Friday, 7/20
> pm - Chure Communion Service 7pm - Scrapbooking Multipurpose Room
7:00 pm - Church | tTom Valasek Saturday, 7/21
Fri 7/20/12  |8:15 am - Chapel Communion Service 6:30am - That Man Is You Family Room
: . Sunday, 7/15
12:15 pm - Church | Communion Service 10am - Welcome Registration Family Room
Sat 7/21/12 8:15 am - Chapel TJeanette Smith 4pm - Squires Fellowship Hall
Readings for the Week of July 15, 2012
Sunday: Am 7:12-15/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13
Sat 7/21/12 |5:00 pm - Church |OK |[St Gerald Parishioners | Monday: Is 1:10-17/Mt 10:34--11:1
Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Mt 11:20-24
22/12 | 7:00 - Chapel |OK |1T Bred:
Sun 7722/ am - Chape eresa Bredar Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Mt 11:25-27
7:30 am - Church |MM | TBill McDowall Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Mt 11:28-30
tJoe & Lucy Friday:Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Mt 12:1-8
Quedensley Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Mt 12:14-21
9:00 am - Church |MM | tMargaret Brabec Next Sunday: Jer 23:1-6/Eph 2:13-18/Mk 6:30-34
10:30 am -Church |OK |TRose Ann Clark
St. Gerald Catholic Church website:
12:00 pm -Church |OK |*Denny Nordell
www.stgerald.org.
okl
’%};‘ Save the date for St. Gerald's Annual

Top Reasons to Become a Catechist
You will grow in your own faith, learn the teachings of the
Church, and deepen your relationship with Jesus
Your baptism calls you to share in Jesus’ ministry
Children, teens, and adults in today’s world, more than ever, need
to hear the Good News of Jesus
Children, teens, and adults in today’s world, more than ever, need
to encounter good role models of faith
You have much to share with those you’ll teach and you’ll have
opportunities to share faith with other catechists

?E&%FC%H%— Parish Festival:
%fﬁﬁﬁl%ﬁ Sunday, September 9, 2012, 11:30 A.M. to
) 6:00 P.M.

We are excited about finding a new (local) provider
for the petting zoo this year, which will include pony
rides. We are sure the kids will love it (and some of the
adults too!). We could really use your help in under-
writing the cost of the petting zoo, especially since we
have a deposit that is due and we don't have much for
funds in the Festival bank account yet. The Festival is

mainly funded through raffle ticket sales (coming 6. Today’s catechetical textbooks/resources offer outstanding support
soon!) and your generous sponsorships. Please consider 7 Ypu’ll be challenged, you’ll have fin, and you’ll make new
sponsoring part of the petting zoo or a game booth-any frlen’ds . . . ..

amount helps! You may drop off or mail the donations 8. You’ll be helping .pejople deepen their relationship with Jesus

to the Parish Office (please indicate that it is a Festival (you’ll be eVangehzmg!) - )
donation) or you may contact the Festival Chairs to 9. You’ll be handing on a 2000-year-old Tradition that changes lives

make other arrangements- Ryan and Liz Sevcik (402)-  10. It’s our job: Jesus sent us to “go and teach all nations”

570-9394 or at stgeraldsfestival@live.com.
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Spm:

EMHC - M Sliva, J Kowal, A Beaty, C Baum, J Zabrocki, C Palensky, T Smith, T Jones

Lectors -S Vogel, R Martin Servers - H Martin, J & M Rinkol, M Dobney Greeters —T Martin, G Heires,
J Cattoni Security - M Kennelly, J Jodlowski HOPE - M Benes, S Houlton, K Phillips

Tam:

EMHC- C Ford Lector— S Couch Servers—

Greeter - S Gallagher

7:30am: EMHC-T Waszgis, F Kambach, J Smiley, B Elston, P Semrad, B McDowall, F & B Coppola

Lectors -K Goodman, K Goodro Servers—J & M Riesberg, S & N Phillips

Greeters— T & G Conley, P Parizek Security— R Meister, B Hoffman HOPE- M & J Sestak

9am:

EMHC- W Reed, G & D Bennett, L Goecke, K D’Ercole, J Perkins, K Connelly, B Krzemien

Lectors T Goecker, L D’Ercole Servers— S Nebel, M & L Lynes, G Hollingshead Greeters - A Nickerson,
J Adams, K Jackson Security-J Bolin, H Santiago HOPE—- A Reed, K Yochum

10:30am: EMHC - M Olson, S Farrell, J Luebbert, N Welsh, J Neuberger, S Paladino, C Kozlik, M Dinneen
Lectors - P Neuberger, P Buck Servers— N & E Bourne, V Mundorf, J Olson Greeters— J & N Murphy, T Murphy
Security-S Sorensen, M Nash HOPE- P & K Popelka, P Dostal

Noon: EMHC- M Chiarbos, J Haug, L. Gohr, A Raab, J] & B Tometich, M Sanchez

Lector - P McGuire Servers— B Albert, B & L Dennis Greeters— R & L Nordell, M Fouts
Security— R Ditter, B Osterman HOPE- J Haug

Sts Peter & Paul

Greatest Festival in Town
Sunday, Aug 5, 11:30am-8pm
36th & X Sts.

Music, rides, food, games, fun
$10,000 Mega Bucks Raffle

St Stanislaus Polish Festival
Sunday, Aug 19, Noon-8pm
41st & J Sts, Free shuttle service
from K-Mart at 50th & L Sts
Rides, games, Polish food, polka
music

The Gospel of Mark: Jesus, the
Way to Freedom, August 3 — 5, re-
treat at Saint Benedict Center,
Schuyler, with Father Ralph O’Don-
nell. Mark’s Gospel relates numerous
healing stories. On this weekend, we
look to encounter Jesus as the one
who seeks to set us free from what
keeps us from living life to the full!
Start Friday 7:30 PM. For more infor-
mation, call (402) 352-8819 or visit
www.StBenedictCenter.com

St. Bridget School Alumni

All School Reunion, Oct 13.
Planning the reunion on July 17 at
6:30pm in the Parish Life Center.
Contact Mike Baker, 402-733-
0423, for more information.
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Holy Family Shrine Activities

*Soprano Susan Smith will be performing at the Holy Family Shrine on
July 22nd at 7:30pm. Refreshments will follow the Concert. Donations go

to the Holy Family Shrine.

4 Stages of Marriage — (1) Romance, (2) Disillusionment, (3) Misery, and
(4) Awakening. Many marriages experience the first 3 Stages. Marriages
that end in divorce never make it to the 4™ Stage of Awakening. Don’t give
up without learning about the 4™ Stage of Awakening. If your marriage
suffers from Disillusionment or Misery please contact Retrouvaille for
confidential information or to register for the program beginning with a
weekend on Aug 10-12, 2012, call 1-888-317-5654 or go to

www.retrouvaille.ore on the web.

Pro-Life Garage Sale

July 19-21

Our Lady of Lourdes Gym

8 am to 6 pm Thurs/Friday

8 am to 3 pm Sat.

Food and Refreshments
Nebraskans United for Life desper-
ately needs items to sell....clean
and in good condition....and needs
volunteers to work 4-hour shifts all
three days. Call NUL at 402-399-
0299 for more information.

Bulletin Notices
Submit in writing to the Business
Office (Fax or e-mail) by noon on
Monday.
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Prayer Warriors Needed

Prayer Warriors are the key to
stopping abortion. Please consider
joining others in prayer:

-In the Chapel at Bellevue from
7:30-1 on Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays (call Liz at 402-651-
9378). Mass is offered on the 2nd
and 4th Saturdays each month at
8:15am.

-At Planned Parenthood (near
93rd and Maple) Fr. Michael Voi-
thofer leads prayer on Wednes-
days from 11-noon. Prayer Warri-
ors are also there on Saturdays
from 10 to 11am.

Welcome to St. Gerald Parish
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