


Dear Parishioners,

It is with both gratitude and sadness that I am
announcing that the Jesuit superiors at
Creighton University are reassigning our sen-
ior associate pastor, Rev. Perry Robinson, SJ, to a sabbatical
leave, effective immediately. Fr. Robinson has assisted us at
St. Gerald’s in various ways for over 20 years. Fr. Robinson’s
health has slowed him down a bit, and this spring, Fr. Robin-
son will turn 70 years old. His Jesuit superiors believe that
now is the right time for him to take a needed rest. Fr. Robin-
son will not be returning to St. Gerald’s after his sabbatical
leave. The Archbishop and I have been in discussion about the
need for another priest to assist us at St. Gerald’s, and he hopes
to appoint an archdiocesan priest to serve as associate pastor in
the near future. Please join me in praying for Fr. Robinson
during this time of transition, and extending to him our best
wishes.

From the

I would add that we will do all we can to communicate to Fr.
Perry our appreciation and prayers for him. [ know the Grade
School children will put together a Spiritual Bouquet. I am
asking that the entire parish pray for Fr. Perry and promise that
whenever they pray a Rosary during the next month that they
include Fr. Perry in their intentions. I know that many will
want to write him a note or give him a card/gift, please feel
free to do this and Steve and Angie Luna will collect these and
deliver them to the Jesuit Residence at Creighton regularly.
The address of the Jesuit Community is: 2500 California
Plaza, Omaha, NE 68178, if you wish to mail a card to him.
Otherwise these cards can be brought to Church via the collec-
tion, dropped into the special boxes at the various entrances, or
dropped off at the parish office.

Sincerely, Fr. Korte

Lent: Ash Wednesday is this coming Wednesday, Masses are
at 7:00 am, 8:15 am, 9:00 am (school Mass and very limited
extra seating) all of these are at Lakeview. Then we have
12:15 pm, 5:30 pm and 7:30 pm at 96" and Q. This is a season
of great possibilities. So much renewal is possible for us per-
sonally and for our parish communally if we just open our-
selves to the possibilities. We will be in the midst of our An-
nual Stewardship Renewal in the beginning days of Lent. A
yearly renewal is important because we simply must go deeper
into the Spirit of Stewardship if we are to live out more ar-
dently the fact that the Lord is Lord of MY life. No year is the
same; things change, circumstances and abilities change. We
must take a look at what we are doing and we must examine
our attitude...and we must ask the Holy Spirit to help us take a
risk and go deeper into Stewardship. Right on the heels of
Stewardship is our Parish Mission. In every age our God has
been our refuge. And He helps us to depend more and more
on Him as our Refuge through the Word of God, through the
mystery of the Cross, through the reconciling power of the
Church, through the Eucharist and in and with our Blessed
Mother Mary. This brings us right up to the threshold of the
celebration of First Communion for our Grade School kids and
Confirmation for our parish 8" graders. Finally, sprinkled
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throughout the season of Lent are the various
RCIA rituals that remind us of the need for per-
sonal spiritual renewal as we anticipate the
Great Holy Days of the Triduum.

Some Thoughts from Last Week’s Mass:

In the upcoming Parish Mission, we picked a song that will
guide each of our days in retreat: The refrain from the song is,
“In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.” God is our
refuge in times of confusion, in times of pain, in times of doubt,
in times of betrayal, in times of hurt, in times of sickness AND in
times of joy....In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.
The First Reading and the Gospel carried such powerful and con-
soling messages. We have a tendency in times of difficulty to
say, like Zion said, The LORD has forsaken me; my LORD has
forgotten me. I know I said that lot in my prayer when I was in
my personal downs over a year ago. Yet the answer comes in-
stead...... Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness
for the child of her womb? Even should she forget, I will never
forget you. Do I believe that? Do I believe that God will never
forget me or us?

The Gospel echoes the theme even more clearly: If God so
clothes the grass of the field, which grows today and is thrown
into the oven tomorrow, will he not much more provide for you,
O you of little faith? So do not worry and say, “What are we to
eat?” or “What are we to drink?’ or “What are we to wear?’ All
these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly Father knows that
you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given you besides. Do
not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself.

St. Ignatius wrote a prayer that goes like this: I spells the gist
of his Spiritual Exercises: Take Lord, Receive, all my liberty, my
memory, my understanding, my entire will. You have give all to
me, now I return it. Give me only your love and your grace, that’s
enough for me. Your love and your grace are enough for me.
We must place our lives in the Lord’s caring hands and trust He
will bring good out of everything. This same theme is what we
covered in my class on the Five Pillars of the Spiritual Life. One
of the most intriguing spontaneous prayers that Fr. Spitzer cited
in his book was this one: “Please bring good out of whatever
harm I might have caused.” Another one was, “Lord make good
come out of this suffering.” In other words, Trust in the awe-
some loving providence of God....He is God and I am not....the
temptation is the switch positions...... then comes the worry.

We can avoid worry: a) By trusting in the providing care of a
loving God. b) By acquiring the art of living one day at a time in
God’s presence. ¢) By seeking God’s kingdom, doing His will
every day and living a righteous life, serving others as best as we
can.

So, how do we live one day at a time: Here are the three simple
steps. First, we start the day with God by offering Him the day’s
work for His glory. Then we ask for a 24-hour full activation of
the Holy Spirit, so that we may do good to others and avoid evil.
In the second step, we live realizing God’s presence in every one
we meet and renewing our awareness of God’s presence by say-
ing some small prayers. Taking the third step, we end each day
with God. Before we go to sleep, we say, “Thank you, Lord, for
walking through this day with me. I have wounded my soul today
by my sins. Please pardon me. With your grace I shall be more
faithful tomorrow. Good night, Lord. Into your hands I give my
soul and my sleep.

(continue on page 3)
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There once was a man who lived in one
of the isolated corners of the Blue Ridge
Mountains. Life was hard, and every day
his little hillside farm was at the mercy of
drought, wind, or cold. Yet he was about
the most serene and deeply contented
man. So his pastor asked the old moun-
taineer one day if he had ever had any
troubles and if he had ever spent sleepless
nights. "Sure, I've had my troubles," he
said, "but no sleepless nights. When I go
to bed I say, 'Lord, you have to sit up all
night anyway. There's no point in both of
us losing sleep. You look after things to-
night and when tomorrow comes, I'll do
the best I can to help you."

It reminds me of the line used by Good
Pope John XXIII, when he went to bed he
would pray, “Lord, it’s your church, you
take care of it, I’'m going to bed.”

Prayer for the Success of our Parish
Mission: March 27-31 at 7pm, 96th
& Q, Fr Don Kirchner, CSSR

Dear Heavenly Father, you have cre-
ated St. Gerald Parish for the sanctifi-
cation of its parishioners and for the
consecration of the world touched by
these same parishioners. Help us to
be open to the Holy Spirit and to
ready our hearts for the message of
Gospel that will be preached at our
upcoming Mission. Let us be coura-
geous enough to ask others to come to
the Mission especially those in our
neighborhood who might have drifted
away from a regular practice of the
faith. And raise our expectation for
the wonderful Graces of God that will
be poured onto our parish through this
Mission. We ask this through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Totus Tuus

We are looking for people who
will devote time daily or weekly to
pray for the success of Totus Tuus,
a summer Catholic youth program
dedicated to sharing the Gospel
and promoting the Catholic

faith. Totus Tuus will be held July
10 - 15. We are in need of prayer
support for the success our this
program. Please contact Mary
Harper @ 402-659-1100. Thank
you!

Ralston, Nebraska

KC Pre-Lent Fish Dinner
March 11, 4:30-7:30pm Fellow-
ship Hall, 96th & Q. Baked Cod,
Mac & Cheese, Pota-

toes (baked or fried) -+
Cole Slaw & Drink

Adults-$8, Children < X
under 10-$5, Immedi-

ate Family Max-$25, Seniors (60+)
-$7, All Carry Out-$8.

Ash Wednesday Mass
Schedule
March 9: 7am & 8:15 am-
Lakeview Chapel
12:15pm, 5:30pm, 7:30pm— Church,
96th & Q
Soup Luncheon: 11am-3pm-
Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q

Daily Mass During Lent
8:15am— Lakeview

12:15pm— 96th & Q

5:30pm on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days-Lakeview

Stations of the Cross
Fridays

Following 12:15pm Mass— 96th
& Q

5:30pm with Benediction— Lake-
view

Friends on Q Event Wednesday,
March 23 at 6pm in Fellowship
Hall 96th and Q, Corned Beef and
Cabbage Dinner. Our own Kim
Brokke, Harpist, will entertain.
Cost is $7 for members and $9 for
non-members.

Paid RESERVATIONS RE-
QUIRED BY MARCH 16th, put
check in envelope marked Friends
on Q and put in collection basket
or send to church office. Any ques-
tions call Janet at 339-7910.

School Calendar

Mar 9: All School Mass 9am for Ash
Wednesday

Mar 17: All-School Variety Show,
Ipm

Mar 18: No School, end of 3rd Q
Mar 28: Kindergarten Round-up,
9:30am & 1:15pm

Family Night Out

St Gerald School and Parish Family
Night Out is March 8, 4-8pm at Cul-
vers, 96th & Giles. Mrs Morrison’s
kindergarten class will have artwork
on display. Thank you for your sup-
port. Remember to use Culver HOPE
certificates for your purchase.

Bag ‘n Save Receipts

Please save your Bag ‘n Save receipts
from now until April 15th. Turn them
in to our school. Our HOPE program
also has Bag ‘n Save certificates to
purchase. Use those and our educa-
tional programs benefit twice.

Fr Foster Memorial Golf Tourney
The St Gerald Knights of Columbus
and St Gerald Men’s Club are spon-
soring the 15th annual Fr. William A
Foster Memorial Golf Tournament.
The event is a fundraiser for the Fr
Foster Endowment Fund. The tourna-
ment is a 4-person scramble held at
Tara Hills Golf Course on Sat, May
14, with an 8am shotgun start. Regis-
tration is $90 per golfer or $360 per
team and includes 18 holes of golf,
cart, lunch, raffle tickets, refresh-
ments, fellowship and prizes. Corpo-
rate sponsorships with or without
foursomes included are welcome and
available. Early registration and pay-
ment is strongly encouraged; last
year’s event sold out and raised
$15,842. Register by April 29 at 402-
331-1955

Lenten Opportunities Our parish library is a valuable resource available year-
around. The Lenten season would be a great time to discover this treasure and
grow in your spiritual knowledge. We have a self check-out system for your con-
venience. Books, music, movies and audio books are available for all age

groups. Consider setting aside an hour a day or even a week, during Lent, with

something from the parish library.
our Lord and savior Jesus Christ."
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"But grow in grace and in the knowledge of
- 2 Peter 3:18

9th Sunday in Ordinary Time



Making a difference for
good in our world.
Kathy Kensinger,

Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry

WOTK .o 331-1955
Cell e 880-9717
Email.......ccooovveiennne kathyk@stgerald.org

March 6th: Pro Life Living Ro-
sary All 7-12th grade youth are wel-
come to help with this city wide
event which is being held at St. Ge-
rald. The rosary begins at 3 with a
reception to follow. Please call Kathy
if you would like to participate.
March 12th: Level I Confirma-
tion Retreat This optional retreat is
for Confirmation candidates and their
sponsors. Please contact Kathy or
Becca by March 4th to reserve your
spot.

March 13: High School Core
Team Meeting

March 20th: Youth Mass at
Noon followed by a trip to the Joslyn
for the Icons of the Ukraine exhibit
for 9-12th graders

National Catholic
Youth Conference!
“Called to Glory”
Nov. 17-19, 2011
In Indianapolis
25,000 Youth Can’t be Wrong!
Our Youth Ministry Group is already
making plans to attend. If you are in

high school and are interested in at-
tending NCYC, please call Kathy.

TEC RETREAT- If you are a jun-
ior, senior or college student, you are
invited to a dynamic three-day retreat
called TEC (Teens Encounter Christ),
offered by the Archdiocese of
Omaha. The next TEC retreat is
March 19-21 2011 in Omabha at the
Archdiocese Retreat and Conference
Center. The cost is $60. Applications
available at www.archomaha.org
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Young Adult Ministry - 20 & 30
year-olds reaching out to others in
a spirit of Christian friendship, for
spiritual growth, service and fun.”

Kathy Kensinger, Director of Youth and

Young Adult Ministry
WOTK oo 331-1955
Email ....oooerene. kathyk@stgerald.org

Our Young Adult Group usually
meets on the 2nd Thursday of the
month. For more details or to receive
our Young Adult news via email,
please contact Kathy at
kathyk@stgerald.org.

Upcoming Events:

March 6th: All-City Pro Life
Rosary at St. Gerald at 3 pm fol-
lowed by a reception. All young
adults are encouraged to come.
March 10: Bingo at the Veteran’s
Home at 6:30pm. We meet at St. Ge-
rald at 5:30pm and carpool.

March 20th: a trip to the Joslyn Art
Museum for the Icons of the Ukraine
exhibit. Contact Kathy for more de-
tails.

Mark your calendars for the next ses-
sion of Theology on Tap for all Arch-
diocesan Young Adults. This popular
way to meet other Young Adult
Catholics while exploring topical faith
issues will meet at MeKenna’s (74th
& Pacific) at 7 pm on March 24 &
31st, and April 7th & 14th.

= Baptism

0 The following entered the

Catholic faith and our parish

community through Baptism. Wel-

come to the Christian community!
Elijah Matthew Albertson

Isaiah Charles Albertson
James Daniel Albertson

St Gerald Columbian Squires
All boys ages 10-18 are invited to
attend a meeting for the St Gerald
Columbian Squires this Sunday
afternoon, March 6, at 1pm in the
fellowship hall.

Educational Freedom Rally

On Tuesday, March 22, a historic
event will take place at 10am at the
State Capitol: the Educational Free-
dom Rally. This rally is in support of
educational choice, and LB 50, re-
cently introduced by Senator Krist.
This tax credit bill would enable par-
ents who are eligible to obtain schol-
arships to help pay private school tui-
tion. Parents with children attending
K-8th grade may be eligible for
$1,500, and $2,000 for high school
children. The bill also includes addi-
tional amounts towards more scholar-
ships each year, and increases the
scholarship by $500 in the 6th year,
thereafter at the rate of inflation. This
bill represents the most significant
state support ever proposed for private
school parents. Website:
www.nebcathcon.org/nfcsp

Pro-Life Essay Contest for students
in 7-11th grade. Submission dates
Now—March 25th. Cash prizes
awarded for each grade level. Contact
Kathy for details.

40 Days for Life--Trust in the
power of prayer!

Beginning on Ash Wednesday and
continuing for 40 days, there will
be a 24/7 prayer vigil outside of
the abortion clinic in Bellevue and
the Planned Parenthood facility on
93rd and Maple. There will be a
sign-up table in the Fellowship
Hall this afternoon at the 3:00 P.M.
Living Rosary, or you can visit
www.40daysforlife.com/omaha for
more information. St. Gerald is
committed to a 24-hour period in
April ... further details in upcom-
ing bulletins.

Donation Report

Sunday(2/27/11)....... .$21,786.66
ACH.............ooo . $8,805.08
Week Total............... $30,591.74
Weekly Budget.......... $32,180.00
YTD Total.............. $935,655.65
YTD Budget............ $977,460.00
Variance................ $(41,804.35)

Welcome to St. Gerald Parish
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Mon 3/7/11 8:15 am - Chapel |tLeo Kirsch *tKate O’Donnell
12:15 pm -Church |tDonna Kirkpatrick 1Tim Roberts
Tues 3/8/11 8:15 am - Chapel | tDick & Dorothy Moore
12:15 pm -Church | tLeRoy Jablonski
Wed 3/9/11 7:00 am - Chapel |t Stephen and Florence Polchert
8:15 am - Chapel | tMarian & Ralph Schindler
9:00 am - Chapel | TJimmy Brey
12:15 pm - Church | tJoe McDermott
5:30 pm - Church | tDon Fucinaro
7:30 pm - Church | tJohn Grady
Thurs 3/10/11 |8:15 am - Chapel | TElaine Diesing
12:15 pm - Church |tJack Herman tTom Fonfara, Sr.
5:30 pm - Chapel | tBerniec Wilson
Fri 3/11/11 8:15 am - Chapel |t Casey Sturek
12:15 pm - Church |tLawrence & Martha Piitz
Sat 3/12/11 8:15 am - Chapel |Special Intentions of Fr Perry

Lakeview Chapel:
78th & Lakeview

St. Gerald Church:
96th & Q Sts.

Sat 3/12/11 |5:00 pm - Church tLeo & Donna Walsh THelen Worth
TJames Czerwinski
Sun 3/13/11 |7:00 am - Chapel St Gerlad Parishioners

7:30 am - Church

tJeanette Smith tSalvester Staroscik

9:00 am - Church

tCarmen Rotella TEdward Dasovic
tJohn & Dorothy Meyer

10:30 am - Church

tDorothy Waldmann

12:00 pm -Church

TSterling Flott, Sr.

Sunday, 3/13
Donut Sunday
9am - RCIA
Multipurpose Room, 96th & Q
10am - Welcome Registration
Family Room, 96th & Q
10am-Knights of Columbus
Lakeview Chapel & PC & CR
10:30am - Sunday School
Multipurpose Room, 96th & Q
3:30pm - Adult Ed
Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q
Spm - Bridge Club
Multipurpose Room, 96th & Q

Ralston, Nebraska

Friday, 3/11

4:30pm - Fish Dinner

Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q
6pm - Basketball

LV Parish Center

Saturday, 3/12

6:30am - That Man Is You

Fellowship Hall, 9t6h & Q
8am - Basketball

LV Parish Center

Sunday, 3/6
9am - RCIA
Multipurpose Room, 96th & Q
10:30am - Sunday School
Multipurpose Room, 96th & Q
10:30am - African Mass
LV Chapel
1pm - KC Squires
Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q
1pm - Basketball
LV Parish Center
3pm - Pro-Life Rosary
Church & Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q
S5pm - Men’s Basketball
LV Parish Center
6pm - Youth Ministry
Family Room, 96th & Q
Monday, 3/7
6pm - Basketball
LV Parish Center
6:30pm - Scouts
Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q
7pm - St Vincent de Paul
LV Conference Room
Tuesday, 3/8
3pm - Girl Scouts
LV Conference Room
6pm - Basketball
LV Parish Center
6:30pm - Lord Teach Me To Pray
Family Room, 96th & Q
7pm - Widowed, Divorced, Separated
Multipurpose Room, 96th & Q
7pm - Men’s Recovery
Youth Room
7:15pm - RCIA
Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q
7:30pm - AA
LV Conference Room
Wednesday, 3/9
Ash Wednesday Masses
6pm - Basketball
LV Parish Center
Thursday, 3/10
S5pm - Youth Choir Practice
Music Room, 96th & Q
7pm - Young Adults
Family Room, 96th & Q
7pm - Parish Council
LV Conference Room
6pm - Basketball
LV Parish Center
8pm - Men’s Club
LV Parish Center
Friday, 3/11
Stations of the Cross
6:30am - That Man Is You
Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q

9th Sunday in Ordinary Time



3rd Annual Parish Bake Sale: Palm Sunday-April 16 & 17-After All Masses
All proceeds go to offset our parish Funeral Luncheon expenses. We need your help by sharing with us your time,
talents, and treasures! Please fill out the bottom of this form and return to the business office, drop in the collec-
tion basket next week or email to bonniemcdowall@gmail.com. Also this year, we will be offering fresh baked
cinnamon rolls after the Spm Saturday Mass! Thank you....

Yes, I will donate baked items.

Yes, I will sign up to help.

Phone:

- Name:

Any questions, please call Sharon at 402-991-1836.

Yes, I will donate to the raffle.

Email:

(Optional)

FRIENDS ON Q - INTERGEN-
ERATION ORCHESTRA OF
OMAHA

On April 17 (Sun) FOQ is offering
admission to a concert by the Inter-
generation Orchestra of Omaha. It is
held at the German American Society
(3717 S120) at 1 PM. Besides the
beautiful music, refreshments (pie &
ice cream) will be served. Seating is
limited to 30, so get your reservations
in early. The cost is $7 and the dead-
line is March 31.

Week of March 6, 2011

Sunday: Dt 11:18, 26-28, 32/Rom
3:21-25,28/Mt 7:21-27

Monday: Tb 1:3; 2:1b-8/Mk 12:1-
12

Tuesday: Tb 2:9-14/Mk 12:13-17
Wednesday: J1 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20-
6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25
Friday:Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32
Next Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Rom
5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11

New Family Registration

Please call the office, 331-1955, to
have a reminder postcard sent to you.
Welcoming times are the 2nd & 4th
Sundays of the month after 9am Mass.
Bulletin Notices

Submit in writing to the Business
Office (Fax or e-mail) by noon on
Mon.

Pulpit Announcements

Submit in writing to the Business Of-
fice by 3pm on Thursday.

March 6, 2011

St Rose School Alumni Reunion
Contact Marge Pesek at 402-733-0473
or www.strosereunion.info to register
for the upcoming reunion.

Fundraiser/Benefit for Tracy

Tracy Nemec is a member of St Ge-
rald Parish and her children attend St
Gerald School. Tracy has terminal
cancer and needs our help in covering
medical expenses. IBEW Local 22 is
sponsoring a benefit for the family on
April 16, Noon to Spm, 8946 L St.
Donations are accepted at IBEW Lo-
cal 22 Federal Credit Union, 8960 L
St, Omaha, NE 68137.

Family Food Night

KC Council 3019 at 4323 Washington
St on March 9th, 5:30-7:30pm. Sea-
food Pasta Dinner with veggie, bread
and salad. $8 adults, $2.50 children’s
mac and cheese.

St Joseph’s Day Dinner Dance

KC Council 3019 at 4323 Washington
St on March 19, dinner 5-7pm, dance
7-11pm. Homemade polish sausage
with cabbage roll and bread. Music by
the Barry Boyce Polka Band. $10

Sancta Familia Medical Apostolate
10506 Burt Circle. Non-profit medical
practice ready to serve your primary
care needs. Call 402-991-3393 for
more information or an appointment.

FOSTERING SPIRITUALITY IN
TROUBLING TIMES

With economic uncertainty, terroristic
threats and political divisions bom-
barding our senses, how do we not
give in to the devil of despair? This
class will focus on developing and
nurturing a real and hopeful Christian
spirituality — no matter the times. In-
structors: Jeanne Schuler, PhD &
Patrick Murray, PhD. Loca-

tion: Saint Cecilia Institute, 3900
Webster St. Date: Tuesday, March
15. Time: 6:308:30pm. Cost: $5.
Call 402-553-5524 ext 1.

FOR ADULTS WHO ARE DI-
VORCED, WIDOWED OR LE-
GALLY SEPARATED

A Beginning Experience (BE) Weekend
retreat for the widowed, separated and
divorced is planned for March 25-27 at
the Archdioceses Retreat Center, 3330
North 60 Street. The weekend begins Fri-
day evening at 7:00 and ends Sunday af-
ternoon at 4:00. The loss of a loved one
through separation, divorce or death is
one of life’s most traumatic experi-
ences. This weekend retreat is designed to
be a time to heal and a time to turn the
pain of loss into an adventure of grace.
Pre-registration is required. Cost is
$100.00 to $125 [semi-private or private
sleeping room]. For more information
and an application, visit
www.beginningexperienceofomaha.org.
or call Pat Seier at the Family Life Office
at (402) 557-5514 or email
paseier(@archomaha.org.

Welcome to St. Gerald Parish
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